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JANUARY PROGRAM
"Southwest Florida "-- 3 Million
Population"

be our guest speaker. He will
speak on the forecast impacts of
our areas's population growth
from 800,000 to 3,000,000, and
what it will mean to services,
environment, and resources.

DINNER RESERVATIONS
In the past four months, we
have had to pay for over 20% of
the reservations made for dinner
on those who did not cancel their
reservation. This is operating
money the Medical Society could
use, and it.would help us to keep
your dues from increasing.
PLEASE CANCEL IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND IF YOU HAVE
MADE A RESERVATION ...
Mr. Wayne E. Daitry, Executive
Director, Southwest Florida
Regional Planning Council, will

MEDICAL SOCIETY
MEETING
Royal Palm
Yacht Club
Cocktails 6:30 - 7:00 P.M.
Dinner 7:00 P.M.
JANUARY 16, 1989
SPEAKER:

CONGRATULATIONS
It is not often we have a physician who becomes a Life Member
'01 the Florida Medical Association, but this month we have two!
Carey N. Barry, M.D. retired
Urologist and Robert G.
Cushman, M.D., a practicing
Internist, both joined organized
medicine in Florida in 1954. This
month they will have been members of the FMA for 35 years.
We congratulate both physicians for this achievement and for
their dedication to organized
medicine.

Wayne E. Daltry

I
TOPIC:
"Southwest Florida 3 Million Population"

"DINNER BY
RESERVATIONS ONLY"

PLEASE!!!
L.C.M.S. Members: All reservations
must be made by Friday noon before
the Meeting on Monday. Cancellations
should be no later than noon on
Monday. The Society must pay for all
reservations made.

NEW WATS LINES
TO FMA OFFICE
In keeping with the resolution
from the House of Delegates, two
Incoming 800 WATS Lines have
been Installed at FMA Headquarters. The numbers are 1-800221-9451 and 1-800-221-9448.
Please make note of these numbers. The FMA wants to help you
keep in touch with what is happenIng and be there for you when you
need their help.

FMA Files Suit/Neurological
Injury. Compensation Fund
The Florida Medical Association, through four physicians,
entered suit against the Florida
Birth-Related Neurological Injury
Compensation Association on
December 13, seeking to declare
unconstitutional and enjoin
enforcement of the section of the
law which requires the payment
of a $250 annual assessment by
all Florida licensed physicians.
The four physicians are class
representatives for all physicians
required to pay the $250
assessment.
The lawsuit is an attempt to
throw out the assessment provision enacted as part of the Florida
Birth-Related Neurological Injury
Compensation Plan adopted in a
package of bills by the Legislature during the February 1988
Special Session.
The lawsuit, in addition to challenging the constitutionality of
the assessment provision, seeks
to have the Neurological Injury
Compensation Association
return the $250 annual assessment to physicians who have
paid.
The lawsuit challenges the
assessment feature under the
Florida and United States Constitutions. It alleges the assessment
feature violates due process and
equal protection clauses by
taking property without due process of law and discriminating
against physicians ineligible to
participate in the plan.
Additionally, the lawsuit
alleges that there Is no rational
basis for requiring physicians
who are ineligible to participate in
the plan and receive no benefits
from it to ~ay a taf of $250 a year

to the Neurological Injury Compensation Association.
The lawsuit also alleges the
assessment feature of the plan
violates Article 7, Section 10 of
the Florida Constitution because
the plan uses the taxing power of
the State of Florida to take money
from members of the class and
pay it directly to a private party,
such being prohibited specifically by the Florida Constitution.
Additionally, the lawsuit
alleges the assessment feature
violates the Florida Constitution
because it delegates to the
Department of Insurance the
power to tax by virtue of the provision that allows the Department
the right to raise annual assessments on a proportional basis for
years after January 1, 1990.
A last allegation deals with
those physicians who are
licensed in the State of Florida but
live outside the state. That allegation basically suggests that there
is no rational basis for requiring
physicians who are ineligible to
participate in the plan, who do not
practice within the State of
Florida and who receive no benefits from the plan to pay a tax of
$250 a year to the Neurological
Injury Compensation Association.
The lawsuit was filed in the Circuit Court of Tallahassee where
offices of the Neurological Injury
Compensation Association are
located.
Within a matter of a few days,
FMA will file a motion for a summary judgment seeking to fully
adjudicate the Issues in the lawsuit. It is iinticipated the earliest
hearing date for such a summary
judgment will be in late January
or early February.
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1989 FMA
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE
February 3,4, & 5, 1989
Omni Jacksonville Hotel
Jacksonville, Florida

Anyone -wishing further infor~
matlon on the Programs to be
presented, please call the Medical
Society Office at 936-1645.

60 SECONDS
I have a precious little minute.
Only 60 seconds In it.
Forced upon me - can't refuse it.
Didn't seek It - didn't choose it.
But it's up to me to use itl
I will suffer if I lose it.
Give account if I abuse it.
Just a tiny little minute
But Eternity is In it.

COPY
DEADLINE
15th OF MONTH

JOSEPH P. WALKER, M.D ..

"HEAL TH CARE
MYTH"
There is no doubt the health of
the typical American has
improved dramatically during our
lifetime. Studies have shown that
the average life expectancy has
increased four years in the past
fifteen years, The death rate has
declined by one third in the past
thirty years. However, our population demands more and more
medical care. One to two-thirds
of visits to primary care physicians now are by people who have
nothing medically wrong with
them. While these people do not
necessarily have anything medically wrong, they feel they are in
need of medical attention. The
bl/lions of dollars spent annually
on medical care by America regu- .
Jar/y makes news headlines, Physicians are_ otteo_deplc_ted_as a
prime cause of the escalating
cost.
The general public wants antibiotics for a "cold" and treatment
for any minor ailment. Studies at
the Massachusetts General Hospital have shown that Americans
feel that we can and should be
able to "control" our health and
that medicine should be able to
cure almost any ailment, The
result is high expectations and
associated frustration. As physicians we know there is no cure for
the common cold, and yet there is
continual demand by the general
public for the "quick fix."
Perhaps part of the problem is
the inab/1/ty of our society to
accept the inevitability of aging
and the fact that with or without
medical care we all will develop
wrinkles. A certain percentage of
us w/11 develop low back pain,
mlddrift bulge and baldness. In
this "me" gi!ineratlQn, it Is perhaps

hard to realize that the wonders of
modern medicine don't cure all
ailments or eliminate the inevitable inroads of time on our
bodies. The Madison Avenue
. myth Is that whatever problem
you have, you need the "cure",
whether that is a laxative, an antibiotic, or a surgical procedure. The result is a multi-billion
dollar problem for the federal
government, Medicare, private
Insurance, the public and the
medical community, Eventually
the cost burden may produce
some harsh decisions on terminating or denying care for serious ailments, such as in the British system.
Yes, we can perform many
--medical -wonders. However,
much of what the public demands
a cure for is not treatable or does
not require treatment. As physicians, we all bear the burden of
responsibility to educate the public in the concept that good medical care does not always mean
walking out of the doctor's office
with a prescription or a bandage.
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

Mini-Internship Program
Our next Mini-Internship Program will be January 16 and 17,
1989, Our Faculty will be H. P.
Dansby, 111, M.D.; Larry S.
Eisenfeld, M.D.; Edward W.
Salko, Jr., D.O.; and Benjamin K.
Tipton, M.D.
Our Interns are Mr. Todd
Fitzgerald, TV 20; Mr. Bill Fussell,
County Commissioner; Mrs. Liz
LaFuse, Principal, Tanglewood
Elementary School; and Mr.
John McDougall, Lee County
Sheriff.
The program will be at all of the
hospitals.

Between The
Covers
Susie Riggs, Librarian

New Books in the Thomas R.
Connelly Medical Library:
A "Table of Contents Service"
Is now available for physicians
through the Thomas R. Connelly
Medical Library. If you enroll in
this service, you will be sent a
copy of the Table of Contents of
each new issue of two medical
journals of your choice as they arrive in our library. You may then
mark any articles you would like
to read, return the contents page
to the library; and our staff will
copy and mail the articles to you.
If you wish to take advantage of
this service, you may stop by the
library or call Susan Riggs at 3345410.

January, 1989

NOTE ON
AMENDMENT #10
LEE COUNTY PHYSICIANS
SHOULD BE VERY PROUD OF
THEIR EFFORTS ON AMENDMENT #10. Not only were we one
of the few counties who won, but
all 7 members paid their assessment. Lee County gave their very
best to achieve passage of this
Amendment. Our victory was won
with the members of our organization at the polls, letter writing
and speaking engagements. A
cause that we all took part in,
whether it was a physical effort or
financially. We, In Lee County,
did not let our usual attitude of
"Let someone else do it" prevail,
we did-it-ourselves and "won", I
am so proud to be a part of your
organization.
Ann Wilke,
Executive Director

FLORIDA
BIRTH-RELATED
NEUROLOGICAL
INJURY
COMPENSATION
PLAN
The Florida Birth-Related
Neurological Injury Compensation Plan was adopted by the
Legislature, based on recommendations of the Academic Task
Force for review of Insurance and
Tort Systems. The Task Force
found that obstetricians were
among physicians most severely
affected by medical ma! practice
problems, were more likely than
· other physicians to have claims
filed against them, and their recent premium increases were
greater than for other physicians.
As a solution, the Task Force
recommended a no-fault compensation plan for birth-related
neurological injuries similar to
that in Virginia.
The most commonly asked
question regarding the plan is
whether or not all physicians are
required to pay the $250 assessment. The law provides that physicians licensed pursuant to
Chapters 458 and 459 as of October 1st, 1988, other than "Participating physicians", shall pay the
Initial assessment. From the
Legislature's silence as to any
exemption, one can conclude
that there are none.
Address to send your payment,
comments, or questions: Florida
Birth Related Neurological Insurance Compensation Association,
P.O. Box 1528, 1309 Thomasville
Road, Tallahassee, FL 32302.
Telephone (904) 488-5073.
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WHAT'S NEW?
CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
New Child Specialist at Lee Memorial

Young patients on the Pediatrics Unit at Lee Memorial Hospital are
finding the experience of being hospitalized a little less intimidating
these days, thanks to the effort of Mary Kaminski, M.S. Mary joined the
staff at Lee Memorial recently as the new Child Life Specialist.
Through play therapy and other activities, Mary helps children adjust
to the trauma of a hospital stay and works to minimize stress factors. She
networks with the child's physician and other healthcare professionals to
help alleviate fears and prepare the child for medical procedures that will
be required during his or her stay.
Play opportunities are often tailored to the child's particular illness or
Injury and promote understanding and normal development. Activities
such as cooking and baking, arts and crafts projects, medical roieplaying, and pre-operating teaching are a part of the Child Life Program.
Once a week, Mary.takes the pediatric patients who are able to go to the
Wellness Center. In the stimulating environment of the aerobics room,
the children are able to interact with each other and in short, act like kids.
Previously, Mary designed and implemented the first Child Life Program at Sioux Valley Hospital in South Dakota. She has a M. S. Degree in
Child and Family Studies from the University of Madison, Wisconsin. Her
background also includes conducting the Denver Developmental
Screening Test and consultation with parents as to the appropriateness
of games, toys and activities and behaviors for the child's age. Her experience and training will help her in coordinating a wide variety of diversional and therapeutic activities for the children in the Pediatrics Unit.
Mary's office is located on the Pediatrics Unit at Lee Memorial and she
can be reached at 336-6842.

CME REQUIREMENTS
AUDITED BY DPR

The Rule states that: "The
licensee must retain such
receipts, vouchers, certificates,
or other papers, such as physician's recognition awards issued
by the AMA, as may be necessary
: to document completion for the
continuing education listed on
the renewal form for a period of
not less than 4 years from the date
the course was taken. The Board
will audit at random a number of
licensees as is necessary to
assure that the continuing education requirements are met."

The Florida Board of Medicine
Is conducting a random audit of
licensed physicians to assure
continuing medical education
requirements for relicensure are
being met. The Board is requesting these physicians to provide
proof of compliance for the 198687 biennium.
Rule No. 21 M-28.002 and 21 M28.005 requires physicians to
complete 40 houri, of approved
Category I continuing medical
. education courses every other
year. Eight of these hours are
assigned, five must be in risk
management and three in HIV
and AIDS ..

FMA MED/LEGAL
HOTLINE
(904) 356-0056

Is ·your medical liability policy assessable?
Florida Physicians Insurance Company (FPIC) offers a non-assessable,
claims-made policy. Now that's coverage with security!
For more information, call 1-800-342-8349 or 904-354-5910.

P.O. Box 44033 - JacksOnville, FL 32231 / Sponsored by the Florida Medical Association

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
One of the Best Pharmacies in the Country

The Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center Pharmacy has been
chosen as one of the finest in the country by the Hospital Pharmacist
Report, a supplement of "Drug Topics Magazine". State pharmacy society presidents and the Council of Hospital Pharmacists were polled.
Each pharmacist was asked to give three names in two categories: large
teaching and small community hospitals. Southwest Florida Regional
Medical Center was the only community hospital in Florida given this
distinction.
According to the Hospital Pharmacist Report, "We defined 'best' as
giving exceptional scope of services and an outstanding commitment by
administration to support pharmacy. In short, these (pharmacies chosen) are the ones you would turn to, if struck with illness, and expect to
get choice pharmaceutical care from."

nil MEDICARE
~EQUIPMENT
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, INC.

Your locally owned source for all
Medicare convalescent equ~t...
· for more than a decade!

936-2717

1853 Commercial Drive, Fort Myers, Florida 33901
We bill direct to Medicare!

RROFESSION~I.: M~RKE"l"ERS
Brochures • Logos • Marketing • Publtc Re/a/Ions
Experienced In All Facets of Medical Marl,ellng
References by Local

1989 LCMS OFFICERS
President:

Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

President- Elect:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Member-At Large: (3)

Kim L. Spear, M.D.
WIiiiam P. Evans, M.D.
Phillip E. Andrews, M.D.
K. Deva Caanthan, M.D. (2 yrs.)
Felix Mestas, M.D. (1 yr.)
Valerie C. Moore, M.D.
Steven E. Levine, M.D.
Edward Salko, Jr., D.O.
Elected for a three year term:
John W. Snead, M.D.
Alexander J. Lozano, M.D ..

Past President:
Grievance Chairman:
Board of Censors: (2)

FMA Delegates: (8) William P. Evans, M.D.; F.L. Howington, M.D.; Larry P.
Garrett, M.D.; T.T. Knight, M.D.; Steven E. Levine, M.D.; Marcus M. Moore, M.D.;
Rodger W. Shaver, M.D.; Joseph P. Walker, M.D.
Alternates: (8) Robert E. Arnall, M.D.; William R. Bess, Jr., M.D.; James E.
Croley, M_.D.; Wallace M. Graves, Jr., M.D.; George C. Kalemeris, M.D.; Valerie C.
Moore, M.D.; Kim L. Spear, M.D.; Steven R. West, M.D.

Phys1c1ans Available

Jack G. Carver, Jr., M.A.

(813) 542-2021

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO.!

P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELING
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEM'S REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOY.EE PRODUCTIVITY - CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW

8211 College Parkway • Fort Myers, Florida • 482-5522
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NEW MEDICAID
INFORMATION
Now is the time to take a look at
several of the innovations that
have occurred in Medicaid during
the past several months. ·
First of all, Medicaid reimbursement rates for several service
areas have escalated to attractive
fees in October 1988. They
Include: hospital and emergency
room fees, critical care, newborn
care, and a multitude of surgical
procedures for children under the
age of 21. Also, for our pharmacy
providers, effective November
1988, Medicaid recipients' prescriptions are based on a service
limit cap rather than a monetary
__ cap~ _For examp/eJ coll]l!lLJn/ty
based recipients can receive up to
six prescriptions per month
(regardless of the cost), and institutionalized members can receive
up to eight prescriptions per
month (regardless of cost).
As part of our ongoing efforts to
Improve services to our Medicaid
providers, H.R.S. requirements
for some Medicaid programs
have become less restrictive with

higher income and resource
ilmits, plus the age limits for
children In a couple of the programs have also be.en raised.
Starting September -1,. Medicaid
will cover children in emergency
shelters (these children are in the
care of the H.R.S. Children Youth
and Families program).
January 1, 1989 is also the official starting day for the new fiscal
agent Consultee. Among their
many technological advancements are Improved electronic
claims software. Consultee will
supply I.B.M .. comp!Jtible P.C.
software for Medicaid claims
entry and transmission free of
charge. Benefits of Consultee's
A.S.A.P. (accellerated submission
and _processing _of Medicaid.
claims) system Include:
increased speed of your claims
payments, reduced cost associated with claims paperwork, and
the Increased 1;1.utor:iation of your
office resulting in a more efficient
operation. Consultee has been
initiating several positive
changes for Medicaid providers.
Please make sure you re-enrolled
as a Medicaid provider, and have

O.P.T.I.O.JV. Care.

received your new Consultee provider number. You may contact
the Medicaid Program Office if
further information is needed.
If you have any questions, the
Medicaid Program Office welcomes all Inquiries from providers. On January 12, the Medicaid
Advisory Committee will be held
for providers and H.R.S. staff. It is
an ideal opportunity to provide
any suggestions you may have
concerning Medicaid issues.
Please contact Wendy Milk at
939-6181 for details.

21202 Olean Blvd., D·l
Pt, Charlotte, fL 33952

261-6353

743-0522
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RESERVATIONS O .

P.O. Box 06207
Ft. Myers, FL 33906
(813) 489-4544
FLORIDA RESORT ,,
DEVELOPMENT PROPERTIES. INC.
REALTOR

Physical & Speech Therapy
Sports & Occupational Therapy
Hand Rehabilitation
Biodex Testing
Social Services
Dietary Services

I11depe11de11t/y Ow11ed & Operated
FORT MYERS 3594 Broadway, Suite 11D
CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Ter., Suite IIC
NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N., Suite 11202

P.O. BOX 06041
Fort Myers, Florida 33906-6041

'{ach\ CIU7~00 p,l'J\,
. s·30 • ·
coc~ta1\s ·1-00 p,M,
p\nner •

CARILLON
WOODS

Providing Complete Thempy Services

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

Royal pa\11\

-

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION

Dietitians

2830 Winkler Ave., #109A, ft, Myers, fL 33901

FOR RENT: 2,000 sq. ft. fully decorated
medical office for lease, 200 yds. from
Cape Coral Hospital. Well below going
rate. Available 3/1/89. Call Averill
Harwood, 334-2256.

• Distinctiw slnglt' family homtc sittc.

S,W, l'L's Leading Clinical Team

850 Central Ave,
Naples, fL 33940

FOR RENT: Medical Office Space, Palm
Beach Boulevard. Available Immediately.
694-0400.

• Conveniently located 1-mllesouthofColonialB!vd.
on Summerlin Road- near hospitals, businesses,
a great school district and shopping
• 'lennis courts and a private playground
• Streetlights and sidewalks allow safe walking,
jogging, o1, biking
• Curved streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wall increase neighborhood security

HOME I.V. ANTIOBIOTIC5 e TPN • HYDRATION
PAIN CONTROL • ENTERAL NUTRITION

275-7997

FOR RENT: Medical Office Space
available, convenient location. Park-like
setting. Fort Myers Medical Plaza, 3707
Broadway. Tel. 936-8538.

-By Design, A Better-Place to-Live

ofSouthWest Florida

ofRegistered Pharmacists, RIV's, &

CLASSIFIED ADS
ClaBSlfled Ada are only for Physician
Members of the Society's use,.

275-3432

m-ss6s
263-8339
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FEBRUARY
MEETING
Dr. Paul F. Walker, a nationally
recognized expert and speaker
on nuclear war and national
security, will speak to the members of the LCMS on "Public
Health Issues in the Nuclear
Age."
Dr. Walker is President of Klein
Walker Association, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and holds a Ph.D.
,in political science from the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology,

MEDICAL SOCIETY
MEETING
Royal Palm
Yacht Club
Cocktails 6:30 - 7:00 P.M.
Dinner 7:00 P.M.
FEBRUARY 20, 1989
SPEAKER:
Paul F. Walker, Ph.D.
TOPIC:
"Public Health Issues
In The Nuclear Age"

"DINNER BY
RESERVATIONS ONLY"

PLEASE!!!
L,C.M.S. Members: All reservations
must be made by Friday noon before
the Meellng on Monday. Cancellations
should be no later than noon on
Monday. The Soclely must pay for all

reservations made.

COPY
DEADLINE
15th OF MONTH

January Mini-Internship Program
"I personally gained greater
insight into the actual roles which
various types of physicians play
in the care of patients", said Dr.
Dorothy Lord , Vice President of
Academic Affairs, ECG. "The time
spent in studying the case history
of a patient is far greater than the
time spent at the bedside which is
something not appreciated by the
general public. This experience
gave me a much greater appreciation for the high level of skill
which is present in this particular
community." Dr. Lord participated in our First Class of miniinterns.
The Mini-Internship Program
gathered momentum with our
second mini-internship program
January 16 and 17, 1989. Our
Interns were: Mrs. Liz LaFuze,
Principal of Tanglewood Elementary School; Mr. Todd Fitzgerald,
Medical Reporter with WBBH TV20; Mr. John McDougall, Sheriff
of Lee County, and Mr. Bill
Fussell, Lee County Commissioner. Our Faculty: H.P. Dansby,
111, M.D.; Larry S. Eisenfeld,
M.D.; Edward W. Salko, Jr., 0.0.;
and Bruce C. Bacon, M.D. Some
comments from our Interns:
Sheriff McDougall:
" ... it is a unique opportunity to
witness professional medicine at
its best."
Commissioner Fussell:
"Broadens the perception of
the "behind the scene" operation
of the Doctor, Hospital, staff and
office practice."
The program appears to be
spreading the word of the physicians' dedication to their patiimts
and the high level of sophistication of medicine in Lee County.
The physicians who have participated in the programs find the

feedback from the interns very
informative and helpful. We
would encourage all members of
the Society to make a committment to participate and become
involved in the community and
promoting better understanding

of medicine. It will be up to the
members to continue this highly
informative public relations program. Contact me or the Medical
Society Office to participate.
William P. Evans, M.D.
Coordinator

H. Quillian Jones, Jr., M.D. (left) receives the FMA Certificate of
Appreciation from the President, Joseph P. Walker, M.D. (right) at the
January Meeting.

RISK MANAGEMENT SEMINARMEDICAL OFFICE STAFF

'

The LCMS is sponsoring a Risk Management Seminar for Office
Staff March 29, 1989. The seminar will be put on by Florida Physicians Insurance Company, sponsored by the Florida Medical
Association.
There will be two (2) sessions, from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. and 1 p.m. -4
p.m. that the office staff can choose to attend, giving the opportunity to send more than one person from your office.
A brochure will be malled. This program will support the physicians in risk management and we encourage you to send as many of '
your staff as possible. Space is limited. Cost for one staff person is
$50.00 - two or more $40.00 each.
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NEW SATELLITE UNIT
DONATIONS NEEDED
We, at the H.R.S. Lee County
Public Health Unit, anticipate an
earlier opening date than was originally expected for our satellite
unit on Pondella Road in North
Fort Myers. This satellite unit will
provide medical services to indigent clients In the northern part of
Lee County.
As the Unit Is operating on a
strict budget, we are requesting
any surplus supplies, furniture, or
, medical equipment that the area
physicians may have and would
be willing to donate for use in this
clinic.
Any donations will be gratefully
appreciated. Please contact Mary
Allison at 332-9568 for any questions or donations.

FMA MED/LEGAL
HOTLINE
{904) 356-0056

JOSEPH P. WALKER, M.D.

"PUBLIC RELATION
EFFORTS
ARE IMPORTANT"
You're busy with your practice,
the patients, the emergency calls,
and all the other ancillary things
that go along with being a doctor
these days.
With increasing demands on
your time, you may feel that
reducing your community relations efforts might help. How. ever, a longer look would certainly prove this option to be foolhardy. In today's society, with so
many environmental forces peer. ing at the physician, physicians
need to be even more dedicated
to their public relations efforts.
it seems that every time I open
the newspaper, turn on the T. V. or
look at a magazine, there are
attorney ads: "Pete & Kim protecting your rights", "Have you
been injured?" and so forth.
Obviously, expensive attorney ad
and public relations campaigns
are rampant these days. Newspaper and T. V. shows blame physicians for high medical costs and
hype "unnecessary" surgery
reports. A presidential candidate
advocated mandatory Medicare ·
assignment.
The one potent weapon in our
arsenal to protect against some of
this is our own public relations ·
efforts. We don't necessarily
need to spend the "big bucks".
We can do It in a number of
ways. Prompt caring treatment
of our patients is the most basic
P.R. The Video Health Fair
scheduled for April, is an excellent p·ubllc service/relations.
tool. The overall perception of
doctors is still good. According
to recent surveys, people still
hold doctors In the highest
esteem of any group. We need to .

continue to foster that sense of
esteem in order to provide our
own counter attack for the "Pete
and Kim" show.
I urge all of you to actively participate in activities such as the
Video Health Fair. If you have
other ideas as to what the Medical
Society can do, please let us
know. We are open to suggestions. Our hope is to benefit the
members while benefiting the
public. Another good example is
tfie "Mini-Internship" Program
where key members of the society
get to see what doctors really go
through in a day.
I am sure for
many participants, this is a real
eye opener. Beforehand, they
may think all you do is ride
around -in-your new Mercedes,
wave at a few patients and collect
big checks. When they actually
see the grueling pace of the average doctor, including dealing
with sick, anxiety-ridden patients
and the many stresses and problems encountered in a day, they
begin to see a whole other side of
the "Doctor Ki/daire" image.
We all need to work together, to
provide new ideas and new
efforts. Like it or not, we are all in
this together. The attorneys are
not the only problem. In some
ways a bigger problem is the
Insurance/regulatory agency
rules and regulations as well as
other governmental inroads on
the practice of medicine. There
will be a very strong push for
mandatory assignment in Florida
this year. Medicare has recently
demonstrated its ability to arbitrarily stop all payments under
the guise of "computer
problems".
The more active and unified we
can be, the better off both the
medical community and the general public will ultimately be. So,
pitch in and help--whether it's
to provide an additional pair of
hands, brainstorming or pointing
out a situation that needs attention. The Medical Society is there
to help you, but you need to help
the Medical Society.
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

DELAYS IN
MEDICARE
REIMBURSEMENT
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Florida, Inc., the fiscal intermediary for Medicare, began a major.
overhaul of their existing computer systems for handling their'
claims processing which resulted
in the implementation of a new
computer system on November
28, 1988. Prior to the implementation of the new system, Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Florida,

Inc., hired an additional 600 people to help coordinate and implement the new computer system.
To help reduce the number of
pending claims prior to the computer conversion, the Health Care
Financing Administration
allowed BC/BS to process claims
without regard to the 14 day payment floor. This 14 day payment
floor is a requirement by law that
all claims must be held a certain
period of time before allowing a
check to be submitted to the
beneficiary or the provider. Due
to the stringent manual audit the
first week after the changeover,
the employee productivity was
severely hampered, which
resulted in further delay in payment of-claims. The new. computer system is much more
sophisticated and accurate and
will reject claims more frequently
than not as a result of improper
codes, descriptions or dates. Any
inaccurate information could
lead to a rejection of the claim.
Initially the lifting of the 14 day
payment floor was beneficial.
However, it did allow Medicare to
substantially reduce the number
of pending claims that they had
converted into the new system. It
also created substantially larger
than normal payments to physicians during November. Once the
new system became operational
on November 28, 1988, the 14 day
hold period was reinstituted .
Immediately following the
changeover, the new processing
system was managed very conservatively. Claims are subjected
to numerous stringent audits not
anticipated and, as a result,
reduced productivity causing
payment delays. FMA was
advised by the carrier that Medicare Part B personnel were not
progressing as quickly as they
anticipated with regard to the
learning curve, which resulted in
the delay of reaching 100 percent
productivity rate at the projected
time.
Because of the lifting of the 14
day floor, over $298 million in
claims were paid out in November, 1988, as opposed to $209 million in 1987. It is anticipated, due
to the backlog, that Medicare will
process more claims in January,
1989, than January, 1988. The
senior officials of Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., have
informed the FMA that Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc.,
does not receive any money for
holding claims. Only when a
claim is processed and paid do
they receive reimbursement on a
per claim basis.
The Florida Medical Association has been monitoring the activities of Blue Cross and Blue
(Continued on Page 4)
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WHAT'S NEW?
CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
New Board Member, New Chairman Assume Office at Lee Memorial

Lois Barrett, a Fort Myers Beach resident and member of the Lee
Memorial Hospital Board of Directors for the past eight years, was
elected Chairman by fellow board members at a recent meeting. Mrs.
Barrett succeeds Eloise Carlson, who had served as chairman of the public board for five years. Ms. Carlson was elected Vice Chairman. Other
officers selected were: Anna Marks, Secretary; and Lester Coggins, Sr.,
Treasurer.
The Honorable Robert Shafer administered the Oath of Office to six
members of the Board of Directors, those elected in the November election. Representing District 1, Eloise Carlson of Cape Coral, a retired
naval commander, begins her fifth term. Also representing District 1 and
.. a resident.of Cape Coral, Anna Marks, formerly a nursing administrator,
will serve her third term on the Board.
Representing District 3, Dr. John Atkinson, a retired orthodontist and
Fort Myers Beach resident, begins his fourth term. Lois Barrett, also of
Fort Myers Beach, a former hospital administrator, takes office for her
third term.
Representing District 5, Larry Daniels, a retired school teacher,
assumes office for his fifth term. Also in District 5, Bruce Scott, a former
state representative and Lee County Commissioner, takes a seat on the
Board, replacing long-time board member· Horace Smith. Smith had
served on the Board since 1980.
Other Board Members who were not up for re-election this year are:
Lester Coggins, Sr. and Bill Martin, representing District 4; Mark Abels
and Tom Lozier, representing District 2. Lee Memorial Hospital Board
members are elected by the public in non-partisan elections and serve
tour-year terms, without compensation.
Taking the gavel as Chairman of the ten-member Board, Mrs. Barrett
said, "One of the most pressing challenges we face as a body is to contain
healthcare costs without sacrificing quality of care. As Lee Memorial
expands to HealthPark Florida, we will continue in our mission to bring
superior service to the people of Lee County."

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
Neurological Services At The Center

Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center celebrated the expansion
and consolidation of its Neurological Services on Thursday, January 26.
The newly renovated unit includes the Neurodiagnostics Lab, Physical
Therapy, 38 designated patient beds and a Neuro Progressive Care Unit
consisting of 10 beds, 4 of which are monitored. All of these services have
been designed to support and enhance the care provided for our medical
and surgical neurological patients. Louise Shelton has been appointed
Director of Neurological Services and Is available at 939-8478.

prior to scheduling an admission. Call the Intake Department at939-0403
or toll free 1-800-274-1230 to arrange a tour of the program or for further
information about this new service.

CAPE CORAL HOSP IT AL
New Director of GeriOptions Center Named

Janet Reed Kennedy, a nationally recognized specialist on aging, was
named director this week of the GeriOptions Center at Cape Coral
Hospital.
Ms. Kennedy, of Fort Myers, will direct the Center's geriatric care
evaluations from offices loc.ated in Suite 814, 4040 Del Prado Boulevard.
Her appointment follows announcement of a major Hospital Initiative
to address the personal and professional care needs of Lee County's
rapidly growing older population.
Assessments, developed by The Gerica Corporation in Melbourne, FL,
follow guidelines established in cooperation with Dr. William Hazzard, an
internationally-known specialist on aging.
Before joining the Geri ca Corporation, Ms. Kennedy served as director
of a New York community senior citizen center serving more than 5,000
Brooklyn and Queens residents.
She previously was director of programming, information and referral,
advocacy and counseling for the Glen ridge, NY Senion Citizen Multiservlce and Advisory Center in Ridgewood, Queens, NY.
Earlier this year, she was cited in the U.S. House of Representatives for
her efforts to "improve the lives of our frail, handicapped and homebound
and well elderly."
The GeriOptions director earned her M.A. degree in health education
from Adelphi University in Garden City, NY, where she also holds a postgraduate certificate in gerontology.
In her new position, Ms. Kennedy will be responsible for evaluating the
ability of clients to meet their own care needs, assessing family and community support and developing recommendations on care options.
"In all instances," she stressed, "our efforts will focus on maintaining
· our clients' independence by meeting their care needs through the lowest cost, least restrictive options available."
Further information on the GeriOptions program may be obtained by
calling- Ms, Kennedy at 542-9119.

iii] MEDICARE
~EQUIPMENT
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, INC.

Your locally owned source for all
Medica,re convalescent equipment...
for more than a deaiile!

936-2717

1853 Commercial Drive, Fort Myers, Florida 33901
We bill direct to Medicare!

PROF'ESSIONAL. MARKETERS
CHARTER GLADE HOSP IT AL
Children's Psychiatric Program Opens

Charter Glade Hospital is pleased to announce the opening of The
Children's Psychiatric Program. We are now accepting children ages 6
through 12 years who are affected by emotional and behavioral
disorders.
The specialized program is staffed by a psychiatrist, psychologist,
teachers, nurses and other health care professionals and provides a carefully structured environment that embraces the needs and requirements
of each child individually. The Program can give special attention to children who are affected by:
* Disruptive Behavior Disorder
*Developmental Disorders
*Anxiety Disorder of Childhood
* Autistic Disorders
* Depression
*Childhood Schizophrenia
* Eating Disorders
* Adjustment Disorders
Admissions to the program are accepted 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Services Include a free confidential assessment for all patients

Brochures • Logos • Marke/mg • Public Relations
Experienced In All Facets of Medical Marketing
References by Local Phys1c1ans Available

Jack C. Carver, Jr., M.A.

(813) 542-2021

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO.,

P.A.

CERTIFIED 'PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELING
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSUL TING:
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEM'S REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY - CASH CONTROLS - WORK FLOW
8211 College Parkway • Fort Myers, Florida • 482-5522
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(Continued from Page 2)

Shield of Florida, Inc., very
closely over the past several days,
and is convinced they are doing
everything within their power to
expedite the processing of
claims. Since the ·new computer
system is very sensitive, it often
rejects a lot of claims that were
not rejected previously due to
incorrect coding. In some
instances, physicians have run
into difficulty with claims not
being paid even back to October
or September of 1988. FMA is
continually working on the physicians behalf in resolving this
claims problem.

The Lee County Medical
Society sponsors a scholarship at
the Lee County Vocational-Technical School each year. Dawn.
Constantino In the Surgical Tech~
nology program and Jane Ann
DeBona in the Medical Assistant
program each received schoiarship assistance.
Dear Lee
Society:

County

Medical

Thank you very much, for the
scholarship that you gave me.
This time of year the money can
come in real handy, since money
is very short in my /amity's life

By Design, A Better Place to Live ·
•
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n~nlentlylocated 1-milesouthofColonlalBlvd.
on Summerlin Road - near hospilais, businesses,
a great school district and shopping
eo_

• 'lennis courts and a private playground
• streetlights ~n? sidewalks allow safe walking,
jogging, or biking

right now. I look forward to completing my course in Medical
Assistance Trainfng at Lee VoTech and obtaining a job. Again, I
would like to say thank you.
· Thank you,
Jane Ann DeBona
Lee County Medical_ Society:
Thank you very much for your
scholarship. It helped alleviate
some of my financial stress,
which also helps me with my
studies. It was appreciated more
than you could imagine.
Sincerely,
Dawn Constantino
Surgical Tech Student

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified Ada are only for Physician
Members of the Society's use,
FOR RENT: Medical Office Space, Palm
Beach Boulevard. Available immediately.
694-0400.
FOR RENT: 2,000 sq. fl. fully decorated

medical office for lease, 200 yds, from
Cape Coral Hospital. Well below going
rate. Available 3/1/89. Call Averill
Harwood, 334-2256,
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE, good
location, Del Prado Blvd., Cape Coral. Call
542-2020.

Is your medical liability policy assessable?

_ .

Florida Physicians Insurance Company (FPIC) offers a non-assessable,
claims-made policy. Now that's coverage with security!

CARILLON
WOODS

For more information, call 1-800-342-8349 or 904-354-5910.

• Cu~d streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wall increase neighborhood security

P.O. Box 06207
Ft. Myers, FL 33906
(813) 489-4544

• Distlnctl\'c single family home silc.

FLORIDA RESORT &
DEVELOPMENT PROPERTIES. INC.
REALTOR

O.P.T~I.O.JV. Care.

P.O. Bo)( 44033 • Jacksonville, FL 322:ll / Sponsored by the Florida Med!c:al Association

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION
Providing Complete Thernpy Services

ofSouthWest Florida

HOME 1.V, ANTIOBIOTICS e TPN e HYDRATION
PAIN CONTROL e ENTERAL NUTRITION
S,W, l'L's Lead/11g C/111ical Team
of Registered Phanna'cists, RIY's, lit Dietitians

275-7997
2830 Winkler Ave., #l09A, Ft, Myers, fL 33901
850 Central Ave,
Naples, fL 33940

21202 Olean Blvd., D-1
Pt. Charlotte, FL 33952

2'61·6353

743-0522
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• Physical & Speech Therapy
• Sports & Occupational Therapy
• Haod Rehabilitation
• Biodex Testing
• Social Services
• Dietary Services
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MARCH MEETING Mandatory Assignment
MR. TIM NORBECK is the
Executive Director of the Connecticut State Medical Society.
He is Treasurer of the Society's
Professional Liability Insurance
Company. He is Immediate Past
Board Chairman of the American
Cancer Society, Connecticut
Division. Mr. Norbeck has also
worked with the Rhode Island
Medical Society and the American Medical Association prior to
becoming Executive Director for
1
.:::SMS.
MR. ROBERT SELIGSON is
Director of FMA Division of Programs and Medical Economics.
He will give us an update on the
Mandatory assignment movement in Florida and what is
expected to happen in the 1989
Legislative session.

MEDICAL SOCIETY
MEETING
Royal Palm
Yacht Club
Cocktails 6:30 - 7:00 P .M.
Dinner 7:00 P.M.

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

JOSEPH P. WALKER, M.D.

"TOBACCO AND
PUBLIC HEALTH GET INVOLVED"
At a recent Medical Society

should urge the Florida legislators to take measures to restrict
access to tobacco, especially by
teenagers.
Cecil has a good point. Cigarette smoking has been shown to
be the single, most preventable
cause of premature death In the
United StEJtes, according to the
Surgeon General. Overall, in the
United States, there has been a
decline In the prevalence of
smoking. However, women,
including pregnant women, are
smoking more. Studies have
demonstrated the harm of maternal smoking. It is a/so disturbing
to note that approximately 1 million young Individuals began
smoking In the 1980's. Stat/sties
show that 20% of adolescent girls
and 16% of adolescent boys
smoke cigarettes daily and an

undetermined amount also use
chew tobacco products, perhaps
Inspired by their favorite baseball
player. We can see the enormous
health consequences, especially
in light of the usage at an early
age.
In the journal of American
Medical Association, January 6,
1989, several studies on smoking
and public health were published. One study reinforces that
it Is definitely cost-effective to
counsel smokers to quit because
even brief "don't smoke" advice
by a physician during a routine
office visit has a significant level
of success. A second study has
determined that illegal cigarette
sales to minors were substantially
reduced by a community education program directed at merchants selling cigarettes.
(Continued on Page 2)

VIDEO HEALTH FAIR

Committee meeting, Cecil
Beehler strongly · urged us to
adopt a resolution In Lee County
and send It to the FMA condemning smoking and tobacco
usage. He suggested that we

MARCH 20, 1989
TOPIC:
"Mandatory Assignment"
SPEAKERS:
Tim Norbeck
"The Connecticut Experience"
Robert Seligson
"Florida & Mandatory
Assignment"

"DINNER BY
RESERVATIONS ONLY"

PLEASE!!!
L.C,M.S. Members: All reservations
must be made by Friday noon before
the Meeting on Monday, Cancellations
should be no later than noon on
Monday. The Society must pay for all
reservations made.

Mandatory A.I.D.S ..
Programs
Being Planned
Lee Memorial Hospital's
Continuing Medical Education
Committee will be sponsoring
three A.I.D.S. programs. This is to
satisfy the local need for the 3
hours of mandatory physician
education requirement.
Three dates are being selected
in May, June and September to
provide physicians an opportunity locally to obtain this course.
Notices will be out shortly
announcing these dates.

1988 VIDEO HEAL TH FAIR
(Fill Up The Empty Seats for 1989)
The Lee County Medical Society will begin the 5th Video Health Fair In
cooperation with WINK-TV on Wednesday, April 5, 1989. Our hours this
year will be 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. and 4:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. We will be

live for the hour of 8:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. to cover medical topics of all
kinds. Please mark your calendars and participate In this community
effort to enhance the physicians' Image and meet the public's Interest in
health care knowledge.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(Continued from Page 1)

Physicians are in a unique position to take a firm public stand on
this Issue. Surgeon General
Koop urges physicians to encourage their patients to quit, citing
the above statistics. He encourages the usage of community
facilities for smoking cessation
groups, and notes that the American Medical Association has produced a kit titled "Creating a
Tobacco-Free Society". Materi•
als in this kit Include "obituary"
postcards.
Physicians have a responsibility to try to educate the pub/le on
health issues and maximize the
public health. Tobacco usage
and its health risks is an issue that
needs to be vigorously pursued In
hopes of Increasing pub/le awareness, especially in our youth, of
the physical damage caused by
using tobacco products.
Perhaps Cecil can be an inspiration to us all. Let's make that
extra effort to discourage smoking to our patients and especially
discourage the usage of tobacco
products by teenagers. Cecil
specifically suggested urging the
legislature to el/minate cigarette
vending machines in Florida in
order to reduce teenage access to
cigarettes.
This sounds like a
wonderful first step. What sug•
gestions do you have?
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

PHYSICIAN
INVOLVEMENT
IN COMMUNITY
PROGRAMS
AND ACTIVITIES
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PHYSICIANS IN
THE NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS 111

(Please send your newsworthy
items
to the Medical Society Office.)

We have received a request
from the FMA Public Relations
Officer, Kay K. Hanley, M.D. She
wishes to compile a comprehensive list of physicians to form
what eventually would become a
statewide cadre of effective
writers, broadcasters and community leaders.
We know some people in our
Society who have been involved
in writing editorials, radio/teievl·
sion and community projects.
Please take a moment to send in
your name if you are interested in
continuing or beginning activities
In the following categories: Written Editorials, Community
Involvement and Electronic
Media Radio/Television.

Wallace M. Gr11ves, Jr., M.D.
was Installed as President of the
Florida Society of Pathologists on
January 28 at Its meeting in
Orlando. Graves was also the
recipient of the society's Sanford
Mullen Award for excellence in
pathology and for national, state
and community service.
Cecll C. Beehler, M.D. will participate in the FMA's Annual Congressional Visitation on March 21,
1989 in Washington, D.C. He will
meet with Representative Porter
Goss and Senato'r Connie Mack
to discuss issues on health care.
He will prepare a report for the
April membership meeting.

FMA MED/LEGAL
HOTLINE
(904) 356-0056

"The Society Office has extra
copies of the Physicians Directory ·- they may be picked up at
the office.
if you know of any organization
who might have use of our directory, please let us know.

Pictorial Directory

SPOTLIGHTING

PLEASE NOTE

INFORMATION ON
LOCAL AGENCIES
IMPACTING PHYSICIANS

MEDICARE RULE
#2463 - CATCH 22

AGE LINK
of Lee County, Inc.
AGE LINK of Lee County, Inc.
is a not-for-profit agency which
provides information, referral,
and limited case management
services to Lee County residents
age 60 and over. Lee County
offers many health and human
service programs, but determining the various eligibility requirements and locating the appropriate service agency can be a confusing and frustrating experi•
-ence. AGE LINK-is designed to
assist the Individual in determining needs and accessing community resources to meet needs.
Most frequently requested are
those services that enable the
individual to maintain independence within the community,
such as medical transportation
and in-home care. Anyone who
wants to obtain services for an
older adult can call AGE LINK at
337-1179 for help or information.
Community agencies can call
AGE LINK to make referrals or
obtain information about availa·
ble services. AGE LINK does not
endorse or recommend physl•
clans. Callers are referred to the
Physician Referral Services
available through area hospitals.
See the insert provided by AGE
LINK in this Newsletter.

ICD-9 Coding Requirements

The Medicare Catastrophic
Coverage Act of 1988 legislates
an important change to physicians' reporting requirements for
their Medicare patients. The Act
specifically requires physicians ·
to include a diagnostic code on ail
claims submitted to Medicare
beginning April 1, 1989 and
imposes a variety of sanctions on
physicians who fail to comply.
These sanctions range from payment denials to monetary fines of
$2,000 and exclusion from the
Medicare program.

VOLUNTEER
SCHOOL PHYSICIANS
TO BE HONORED
The FMA will present certificates to members who voluntarily
participate in school and certain
other physical examination programs for young people. In order
to qualify, a physician must have
given examinations during the
current school year, at no charge,
for school entry and participation
in athletics, Special Olympics and
similar programs.
Certificates will be awarded
upon recommendation of the
volunteer's county medical society. Please send your name to the
Lee County Medical Society if
you participated in any of these
programs in 1988.

1989 RISK MANAGEMENT
CONFERENCE
Preparations for the 3rd Annual Risk Management Conference is
underway with a tentative date for the Conference to be held in the
Fail.
This has become an annual event in cooperation with area hos·
pita is. Please take note that we are doing this each year in order for
all area physicians to receive the required 5 hours of CME that is
needed every two (2) years for renewal of their license.

MEDICAL OFFICE STAFF
RISK MANAGEMENT SEMINAR

'

The LCMS is sponsoring a Risk Management Seminar for Office
Staff March 29, 1989. The seminar will be put on by Florida Physicians Insurance Company, sponsored by the Florida Medical
Association.
There will be two (2) sessions, from 9 a.m. • 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 4
p.m. that the office staff can choose to attend, giving the oppor~
!unity to send more than one person from your office.
A brochure has been mailed. This program will support the physicians in risk management and we encourage you to send as many '
of your staff as possible. Space is limited. Cost for one staff person
is $50.00 - two or more $40.00 each.

.

.
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WHAT'S NEW?
CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
New Cardiac Services Wing Planned
On January 13, 1989, we were notifed that HRS intends to issue a
Certificate of Need which will allow us to build a three-story, 76,000
square foot addition to the existing hosp Ital structure. The new wing, The
"Southwest Florida Heart Institute", will consolidate all cardiac services,
to include:
Non-Invasive Cardiac Diagnostic Services: Nuclear Cardiology, Echocardiology, Stress Testing, Electrocardicilogy, Holter Testing, Acute
Cardiac Rehabilitation
Cardiac Surgical Services: Six operating suites dedicated to open
heart surgery, an eight-bed Pre-operative Holding area, a State-of-theart Cardiovascular Recovery Unit
Invasive Cardiac Diagnostlc/lntervenlional Services: Four Cardiac
Catheterization Labs, Special Procedures/Electrophyslology Lab, a
nine-bed Pre-procedure/Post procedure Holding Area, a sixteen-bed
Coronary Care Unit
Construction of the new Heart Institute building will begin during Summer, 1989; with completion scheduled for Fall, 1990.

Community's Help Enlisted

EPS was available, patients had to rely 6rdriaf-and-error drug administration that often took up to six months to find the right medication. With
EPS, this drug selection process can be shortened to two weeks.
Stress Echo is a non-invasive, computerized cardiac diagnostic test
which is helping Cardiploglsts zero in on coronary artery disease. Unlike
conventional Thallium stress testing, which requires the Injection oj radi. oactive Isotopes, Stress Echo testing uses no Injections, relying instead
on high resolution ultrasound imaging. Because no radiation is used
Stress Echo testing is considerably less expensive, is faster, and has very
little risk of side effects to the patient. Stress Echo testing takes about an
hour to complete and involves a resting echocardiogram, after which the
patient is stressed to a pre-determined maximum heart rate. Immediately
after the exercise, a second echocardiogram is taken and.the two ·are
compared. Stress Echo is particularly effective for diagnosing coron~ry
artery disease in people who have not exhibited symptoms but may have
occluded arteries and suffer "silent ischemia".
For more inform·ation about EPS, please call Dana St. John in Lee
Memorial's Cardiology Services, 334-5288; for more.Information about
Stress Echo, please call Patty Johnson in the Cardiology Laboratory,
334-5219.
.

NEW MEMBER APPLICANTS
Application For Membership

Active members are requested to express to the Membership Committee any
Information or opinions they may have concerning the eligibility of the applicants.

Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center has established the
Community Advisory Council of Southwest Florida Regional Medical
Center. The Council will be comprised of a group of active, interested
community members that will meet during the year to provide input to
our hospital, giving Southwest Florida Regional the finest service
possible.

Dr, Rex L. Gomez was born ih
Tampa, Florida. He received his
medical degree from the University of Florida in Gainesville. He
completed his internship and
residency at Medical College of
Georgia In Augusta. Dr. Gomez
also attended a fellowship at the
Medical College of Georgia in
Augusta,
Dr. Gomez is practicing
Gastroenterology at 3900 Broadway with Drs. Penuel and Price.

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
New Cardiac Procedures Available at Lee Memorial
Two new cardiac diagnostic procedures are now available at Lee
Memorial Hospital for the benefit of patients with heart disease.
Electrophysiology Studies (EPS) are invasive cardiac procedures that
allow diagnosis and treatment of the electrical problems of the heart. EPS
testing involves the placement of up to four platinum-tipped catheters
into the heart for the purpose of studying abnormal heart rhythms and
determining the best therapeutic management of the problem. Before

~~
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Just the

United Health Care
Services, Inc.

ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM
• Home fl/ Therapy Aval/able
• SpedaUsts In Mastectomy flttlngs &.

• 24-Hour, 7 Days a Week Emergency

Supplies
• Diabetic Suppty Cenrer
• Direct Medicare&.. Insurance BIiiing
• Rentals, Sales. Service• Al! the Medic.al
Equipment You Need

• free Delivery&. Pick-up
• R.N. &.. Resplro\tory Therapist On Staff
At No Charge
• Complete Une Of Oxygen&..
Respiratory Equipment

1-800-282-6361

Service

SERVING ALL OF S,W, FLORIDA
3805 Fowler Street, Suite 3
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Medical Collection Specialists
Membet' Florida Collectors Assn.
Full Skiptracing Services
Experienced and Professionally
Trained Collectors
• Serving Florida for 20 Years

prescription
for your income
protection needs.

No matter whal size your practice, Paul Re\-ere can JX.ll together
a Dlsabllily Income plan suited precisely to your needs.
With America's most complete line or lndlvldual and group
Income protection products, we can recommend one:
In (act, an individual-group "combination" plan can protect
more or your Income - at a lower cost - than you might have
thought possible.
,
No malter what your plan looks like, you can count on such
features as:
• up to 15'"/r discount to members of group practices,
• "own occupation" coverage that protects your medical
specialty,
• non-cancellable protection al guaranteed premium rates
• 11 l or 3 year premiu,m refund benent rider pays you back '
every 5 years if you stay heallhy,
For details. contact the Disability Income specialists at Paul
'
Revere's Fort Myel'5 Regional ornce

Paul Revere
Insurance Group
(813) 936-1800

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.
CALL US TODAY,
•
•
•
•

REX L. GOMEZ, M.D.

•
•
•
•

Fully Insured
Member American Collectors Assn.
Bonded Forwarding Agent
Regular Progress Updates Available Upon Request
• Cardless Computer System

11595 Kelly Road • Suite 10-1

Fort Myers, FL 33908 • (813) 466-2070
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Anton F. Caluslc
Senior Representative

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO"'

P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING .
INVESTMENT COUNSELING

INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERReD COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:

Lee 275-8030

•

Charlotte 637-7444

•

Collier 598-2026

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
12995 Cleveland Ave., ff283 P,O, Box 06133

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEM'S REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY • CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW

8211 College Parkway• Fort Myers, Florida • 482-5522
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Between The
Covers

Fleld, 2nd Edition, by Alperin,

1989.
Cancer Pain Management, by
McGuire, 1987.

Susie Riggs, Librarian

New Books In the Thomas R.
Connelly Medical Library:
Heart Disease, 3rd- Edition, by
Braunwaid, 1988.
Treatments for the Alzheimer's
Patient, by Jarvik, 1988.
Drug Use in Pregnancy, 2nd
Edition, by Niebyl, 1988.
Stroke In the Elderly, by Dunkel,

1987.
Neonatal Respiratory Care, 2nd
Edition, by Carlo, 1988.
Arthritis and Allled Conditions,
1 Hh Edition, by McCarty, 1988.
120 Careers in the Health Care

QUOTES
FROM THE RECENT
FMA
LEADERSHIP MEETING
"With every freedom comes
responsibility."
"Our freedoms are not being
taken from us, we are giving them
away."
Dr. Edward Annis,
M.D.
"Wake up America your health
care Is being decided by your
political leaders."
Dr. Edward
Annis, M.D.

By :Qesign, ABetter_Place_toLive
• Convenlendylocated 1-milesouihofColonlalBlw.
on Summerlin Road - near hospitals, businesses,
a great school district and shopping
• 'Iennls courts and a private playground
• Stre~tllghts and sidewalks allow safe walking,
jogging, or biking
• Curved streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wall Increase neighborhood security
• Distinctive single family home silc.

-

CARILLON
WOODS
P.O. Box 06207
Ft. Myers, FL 33906

(813) 489-4544
FLORIDA RESORT,,
DEVELOPMENT PROPERTIES. INC.
REALTOR

O.P.T.I.O.N. Care.

"In search of excellence, most
successful people in business are
those who stay close to their
customers."
Unknown
"I can't hear what you are saying, because all I see Is what you
are."
Unknown
"What is searched for can be
caught; what is neglected Is lost
forever."
Socrates

Patients" and we need for you to
send us as many comments as
you would like for printing. These
can be in story form, comments,
funny remarks, etc.
Let's make this a fun and exciting new column.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Clanllled Ada are only for Phyalclan
Member. of the Soclety'a uae.

WE NEED YOUR

HELP

FOR RENT: Medical Office Space, Palm
Beach Boulevard. Available Immediately.
694-0400.

WITH A NEW COLUMN
FOR THE BULLETIN!

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE, good
location, Del Prado Blvd., Cape Coral. Call
642-2020.

Our new column will be named
"Interesting' Comments From

Professional.
Responsive. Reliable.
Ready to serve you.
For more information, call 1-800-342-8349.

iia~(I
FLORIDA PHYSICIANS INSURANCE COMPANY

Sponsored by the Florida Medical Association.

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION
Providing Complete Therapy Services

ofSoulhWesl Florida

•
•
•
•
•
•

HOME I.\', ANTIOBIOTICS e TPN • HYDRATION
PAIN CONTROL • f:NTERAL NUTRITION
s.w. FL's Leadihg Clinical Team

of Reglslered Phannaclsls, R/V's, 8t Dlelltlans
275-7997
2830 Winkler Aye., #l09A. ft, Myers, FL 33901
3666 Tamlaml Trail rto.
21202 Olean Blvd., D·1
Sulte201
Pl, Charlotte, FL 33952
Naples, FL 33940

261-6353

743-0522

Physical & Speech Therapy
Spotts & Occupational Therapy
Hand Rehabilitation
Biodex Testing
Social Services
Dietary Services

Greg and Angela Co{{/ns, Owners

FORT MYERS 3594 Broadway, Suite #D
CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Ter., Suite #C
NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N., Suite #202
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APRIL MEETING
"ANABOLIC STEROIDS USE
AND ABUSE IN LEE COUNTY"

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

A panel of four (4) will educate and inform us on .... HOW
much usage? . .
WHERE do they get it? . . . . HOW
dangerous is it?
The four panelists will be:
• David Larossa - Coach,
Cypress Lake High School
• Lin Bochette - Olympian
Athlete
• Howard lmanuel, DPM Body Builder
• Sergio Mather, M.D. - Physician's
view on side effects

MEDICAL SOCIETY MEETING
Royal Palm Yacht Club

JOSEPH P. WALKER, M.D.

Cocktails 6:30 - 7:00 P.M. • Dinner 7:00 P.M.
APRIL 17, 1989
TOPIC: "Anabolic Steroids Use and Abuse in Lee County"
PANEL:
Mr. David Larossa, Mr. Lin Bochelle, Dr. Howard lmanuel, Dr.
Sergio Mather

"DINNER BY RESERVATIONS ONLY"

PLEASE!!!
L.C.M.S. Members:.AII reservations must be made by Friday noon before the Meeting
on Monday. Cancellations should be no later than noon on Monday. The Society
must pay for all reservations made.

NURSING BOOK
SCHOLARSHIPS
Last year the George M. Cox
Trust, Supporter of the Cox Cancer Center elected to use
$3,000.00 of its income from
investments to fund book
scholarships for 10 nursing students at Edison Community Col1ge. The need was found to be
:eater than these ten (10). So an
appeal was made for nine from
members of the medical community. Thirteen doctors and wives
or medical offices donated to the

program.
There are 80 members in each
class of the 2 year nursing program at ECG. Need is evaluated
for the book scholarships as it is
for any other financial aid. Sixteen students received aid last
year. The Cox Trust is again this
year sending $3,000.00 to the Edison Community College Endowment Corporation, Inc. earmarked for the George Cox Nursing Scholarship Fund. Physician
participation is again needed this
year.
(Continued on Page 2)

"HERE COMES
THE 1989
LEGISLATIVE
SESSION"
This year's 1989 Florida Legislature is in the process of convening. There are numerous issues
which affect us all. The spectrum
of legislative issues is incredible. Issues such as hospital privileges for all sorts of ancillary
medical personnel and prescribing privileges for physicians
assistants are being discussed. Mandatory assignment
and special legislation for Cleveland Clinic are among the numerous hot issues now in committees
of the House and Senate.
I must admit I failed to realize
how involved the Florida Medical
Association Is in dealing with
these issues, until I became more
involved with the Medical Society
and the FMA. Many of us lose
sight of the fact that numerous
very important issues get decided

and become laws in the course of
a legislative session. Many of the
laws can have a direct impact on
your life. Significant medical,
legal, fiscal and education·aI
issues are constantly being
addressed. We need to · keep
abreast of these matters and
make our legislators aware that
we are concerned by_ expressing
our opinions.
Obviously, it is not practical for
every physician to keep track of
every issue raised before the
legislature. Fortunately, .the FMA
performs that function for
us. Enormous "behind the
scenes" efforts can kill or sidetrack a bill long before it becomes
a problem. How.ever, the FMA
needs our support to be successful. When the FMA and "LEGS
Alert" asks for support, it is
because the letters, calls, etc. are
really needed. I think doctors feel
that the legislators are either not
responsive or that one more call,
letter or visit will not make any difference. Nothing could be
further from the truth. We have
seen the success of special interest groups pursuing_ specific
issues. Many of these have b.een
successful simply because they
were willing to take the time and
make the effort, spend the money
and pursue the matters
(Continued on Page 2)

ANNUAL
RISK
MANAGEMENT.
CONFERENCE
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 21, 1_989

7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
at

HOLIDAY AIRPORT INN,
Bell Tower Drive
Brochures to be malled
by September.
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NURSING BOOK
SCHOLARSHIPS
(Continued from Page 1)

Many physician families are
already members of ECC's Board
of Patrons. This membership
requires a gift of $1,000.00 during
a 12 month period. In succeeding
yea.rs an annual addition of
$300.00 or more keeps the membership active. These gifts are to
the Edison Community College
Endowment Corporation, Inc.
The gifts specified for the nursing
book scholarships count for the
Board of Patron membership. If in
future years one wishes the gifts
to be designated for other uses of
the endowment corporation, that
is acceptable. Brochures describing the Board of Patrons and the
President's Club can be obtained
by calling the Endowment Office
at 489-9284. The mailing address
is P.O. Box 06210, Fort Myers, FL
33906-6210 for either malling
deductible donations or writing to
Nanette J. Smith for information
or Betty Bryan, Room 218B,
phone extension 5192, Medical
Office Building, Lee Memorial
Hospital also has brochures.
Frank M. Bryan, M.D.

THE BULLETIN
OF THE LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(Continued from Page 1)

vigorously.
Current issues being raised are
Birth-Related Neurological Injury
Compensation Act (NICA),
Assessment for Indigent Care
(HB 316), Mand?,tory Staff Privileges for Non-Physicians, Prescribing by Physicians' Assistants
(SB 252) a,:1d Mandatory Assignment (HB 375). Perhaps the
major medical issue in this legislative session is the Mandatory
Assignment issue. This does
have a chance of passing, and
certainly would profoundly affect
us all.
This is not the time to be
passive or silent. This is the time
to let your legislators know where
you stand on the issues and how
vigorously you stand on those
issues. Should some of these
matters come to pass due to our
Jack of effort, we will have nobody
to blame but ourselves.
Feel free to contact Ann Wilke
and get the latest feedback on the
legislative issues now pending
and their present status. You
might be surprised to know what
significant issues are pending in
the legislature that could profoundly .affect your practice, the
public health of the community
and our entire health delivery
system.
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

MEDICAL LIBRARY
Susan Riggs will be leaving her
position as the Librarian for two
years for the Thomas R. Connelly
Library at Lee Memorial Hospital.
Susan has been a tremendous
help to .the Lee County Medical
Society membership using the
Library for searches, video education CME and· keeping the
Library up-to-date In the latest
books and journals,
Dr. Mark Sweet, Chairman of
the Library Committee, gave a
parting gift tci Susan on behalf of
the physicians to thank her and
wish her well on her new venture,
We will miss her pleasant and
helpful ways,

PHYSICIANS'
SUPPORT GROUP
If you have need to talk to
another physician about a possible or real situation in' malpractice, please contact Ann at the
Medical Society, Reading material Is available through the Society Office as Is referral to an
appropriate local consulting physician or counselor. ALL CON•
TACTS ARE STRICTLY CONFI·
DENTIAL.

LEGISLATIVE
ALERT
STATUS OF SELECTED KEV
ISSUES

The following is a brief description of legislative proposals that
are anticipated to generate considerable controversy and activity
during the 1989 legislative
session:
*Mandatory Assignment (HB
375): The House version (HB 375)
of this concept requires physicians to accept the Medicare fee
schedule as full' reimbursement
or jeopardize their license, It has
been referred to the House.Health
-Care Committee,
*MANDATORY ASSIGNMENT
Is an Issue that will only be
defeated by a strong and consistent effort by the grassroots. With
the AARP and National Council
on Senior Citizens making
mandatory assignment a priority
in 1989, we expect extensive pressure for passage. Initial action on
this issue will occur In the House
and Senate Health Care Committees (where the vote Is close), but
we must also seek full support of
all House and Senate members In
preparation for any floor fights
that may develop.
*Birth-related Neurological
Injury Compensation Act (NICA):
The House and Senate Insurance
Committees have developed bills
that make technical changes to
the current NICA law. One of
these changes may not be technical: Le,, it jeopardizes the license
of a physician who does not pay
the $250,00 NICA assessment.
The FMA is moving forward with
its suit and suggests that no substantial changes be made in the
NICA program until the suit is
resolved.
*AIDS: The FMA position ill that
there needs to be two major
changes in the 1988 law:
1, Allow exemptions from the
informed consent requirements when a physician
determines this to be
appropriate.
2. Require mandatory reporting
to County Public Health Units
of .Persons testing HIV
seropositive.

*Assessment for Indigent Care
(HB 316): This bill levies a
$1,000.00 license renewal assessment against physicians to help
fund Florida's Indigent care program, It also·assesses ambulatory
surgical centers and other health
care facilities,
*Mandatory Staff Privileges for
Non-physlplans: The FMA
opposes mandatlnA hospital staff

April, 1989

privileges for chiropractors, psycho I og is ts and other nonphysicians. To date no legislation
has been Introduced containing
either of these concepts,
*Prescribing by Physicians'
Assistants (SB 252): This legislation would authorize physicians'
assistants to prescribe any drug
that is used in the practice of the
physician supervising them. The
FMA is opposed to this concept.
*Authorization for Exclusive
Provider Organizations (EPOs) In
Florida: This concept, which was
introduced in 1988 has not yet
been introduced in the 1989
Legislature, The FMA Is opposed
to the establishment of Exclusive
Provider Organizations, as it
interferes with the traditional
physician/patient relationship by
denying a patient the right to
choose their own physician. It is
understood that there are some
HM Os that operate using a closed
panel of physicians, but they
must meet more stringent regulatory standards than would the
proposed EPOs.
*Medicaid Physician Fee
Increases: The FMA supports
continuation of increases in the
fees of physicians treating Medicaid patients, Two years ago the
Legislature began a program of
phasing-in over a five year period
increases for all physicians' fees
under the Medicaid program to
the fiftieth percentile of the Medioare program, This year's phase. in calls for increases to be made
in anesthesia fees; most common
surgical procedures; nursing
home and long-term care visits;
consultations; and adult and children's ophthalmological
procedures.
However, the Governor's budget recommendations contain no
funds for these scheduled
increases.

VOLUNTEER
SCHOOL PHYSICIANS
TO BE HONORED
The FMA will present certificates to members who voluntarily
participate In school and certain
other physical examination pro
grams for young people. In order
to qualify, a physician must have
given examinations during the
current school year, at no charge,
for school entry and participation
in athletics, Special Olympics and
similar programs.
Certificates will be awarded
upon recommendation of the
volunteer's county medical society. Please send your name to the
Lee County Medical Society if
you participated in any of these
programs In 1988.
0
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WHAT'S NEW?
CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
Patient Representative Program al Lee Memorial Hospital

Patient concerns and misunderstandings can most often be addressed.
and put to rest before they become major problems through a comprehensive Patient Representative Program at Lee Memorial Hospital. The
Patient Representative and a team of Patient Representative Volunteers
call regularly on each patient in the hospital. The volunteers, chosen for
their role because of their extra-special talent of really listening to what
people say, visit with the patients and make notes on any suggestions,
concerns or potential problems the patient might perceive. The Volunteer Patient Representatives also collect accolades and praise heaped on
Lee Memorial, particular staff members or the physician. All these comments are reported to the staff Patient Representative, All comments are
shared with the appropriate hospital unit or department, as well as the
physician.
The Patient Representative Program also includes a written Patient
Satisfaction Survey, )Nhlch Is sent to patients of Lee Memorial Hospital.
Comments and suggestions from this survey are also shared with physicians. and hospital staff.
The Patient Representative Program was started in 1984 and is part of
the Public Relations Department at Lee Memorial. For more Information,
please contact Bonnie Timberlake, Patient Representative at 334-5912.
Expanded Computer Link Offers more Convenience

The Physician's Computer Link program at Lee Memorial has been
expanded to bring even more information conveniently to the doctor's
fingertips. Lab results, patient demographics and Insurance, transcribed
reports, medical records abstracting and attending/consulting physician
patient census lists are just a few of the services that help physicians
enhance patient service.
Karol Williams, Physicians Office System Coordinator, can help you
and your office staff determine any additional equipment needs you
might have and how the computer linkage capabilities can fit your particular needs. With the appropriate equipment, your office computer can
link together and help you save time while you serve your patients. Call
Karol Williams at 334-5226 for more information on the expanded Physician's Computer Link.

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

angioplasty (PTA).
,
The addition of the LAST AC® System Is a result Of The Center's col'ilmitment to provide Southwest Florida with the best alternatives ih
modern medicine.
Fifteen Years of Dedication to Service
Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center is celebrating 15 years of
dedication to service this month. In honor of this "crystal" anniversary,_
The Center is opening its doors and holding an OpenHouseforthecom"
munity ori Saturday, April 29th, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Free health
testings will be provided, including blood glucose, blood.pressure and
glaucoma.

EASTE POINTE HOSPITAL
"AIDS: Facing The Challenge" CME Program Sponsored

East Pointe Hospital is sponsoring a continuing education program to
help physicians meet the mandatory 3 hour requirement. tor license
renewal.
The program is scheduled tor May 4, 1989 from 5:00p.m, to9:30 p:m. a.t
the Royal Palm Conference Center at The Lehigh Resort. This CME Program is free of charge to East Pointe Hospital Medical Staff members. A
buffet dinner will be included.
Featured speakers will include: Stephen Zellner, M.D.; John Noland;
Esq.; Patrick E. Geraghty, Esq.; Gail Counts, R.N., State of Florida HRS
AIDS Surveillance; James Varnes, 'District 8 AIDS Coordinator; Kathryn.
DeSilva, Pharm.D.; and an AIDS patient, sponsored by the Southwest
Florida Regional AIDS Task Force.
Registration materials will be distributed within the next two weeks.
For more Information, contact Medical Staff Services, East Pointe Hospital at 369-2101, extension 1269.

~~~
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United Health Care
~ Services, Inc.
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ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM
• Home

W Thernpy A~allc\ble

• 24-Hour. 7 Oc\ys a Week Emergency

• Specialists In Maslectomy Arclngs A.

Servke

• Dlc\betlc Supply Center

• free Delivery&. rick-up
• R.N. &. Respiratory Therapist On Staff

• Direct Medicare&. Insurance BIiiing
• Rentals, S~es, SeMce - All the Medical
Equipment You Need

At No Charge
• Complete Une Of Oxygen&.
Respfra1ory Equipment

Suppl!es

1-800-282-6361

SERVING ALL OF S,W, FLORIDA
3805 Fowler Street,.Suite 3
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

(813) 936-1800

Direct Laser-Enhanced Transluminal Angioplasty Available

GV Medical lnc.'s LAST AC® System has been installed at Southwest
Florida Regional Medical Center to benefit patients with peripheral vascular problems. The new system Is an alternative to conventional angioplasty, bypass graft surgery and amputation.
The LAST AC® System includes ballbon dilatation catheters of various
sizes, an argon ion laser, a control monitor, and a special laser enhancement fiber that transmits the laser energy through the catheter to the
desired site. Unlike hot tip systems, no hot surfaces contact tissue with
direct laser angioplasty, so tissue adhesion is unlikely, and the system
boasts a low associated risk of laser perforation.
Evidence presented by GV Medical cited a success rate of nearly 90%
in more than 300 leg arteries treated with the system. Totally blocked
arteries were reopened in.nine out of ten cases, and in one of those cases
a blockage 22" long was successfully reopened. It is believed that lasing
may reduce the re-obstruction rate seen In percutaneous transluminal

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.
CALL US TODAY,
•
•
•
•

Medical Collection Specialists
Member Florida Collectors Assn.
Full Skiptracing Services
Experienced and Professionally
Trained Collectors
·
• Serving Florida for 20 Years

•
•
•
•

Fully Insured
Member American Collectors Assn.
Bonded Forwarding Agent
Regular Progress Updates Available Upon Request
• Cardless Computer System

Just the

prescription
for your income
protection needs.

No matter what size your practice, Paul Revere can pl.it together
a Disability Income plan suited precisely to your needs.
With America's most complete line or individual and group
income protection products, we can recommend one.
In fact, an Individual-group "combination" plan can protect
more of your Income - at a lower cosl - than you might have
lhoughl posslble.
No matter what your plan looks like. you can count on such
features as:
• up to WI, dlsc;'Ount to members or group practices,
• "own occupation" coverage that protects your medical
specialty,
• non-cancellable protection at guaranteed premium rates
• a I or 3 year premium refund benefit rider pays you back
every 5 years If you stay healthy,
For details, contact the Dlsablllty Income specialists al Paul
Revere's Fort Myers Regional ornce

Paul Revere
Insurance Group

iThii,t:1n

11595 Kelly Road• Suite 104
Fort Myers, FL 33908 • (813) 466--2070

Anion F. Caluslc
Senior Representative

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO., PA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELING
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION .
DEFERR~D COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:

Lee 275-8030

•

Charlotte 637-7444

•

Collier 598-2026

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
12995 Cleveland Ave,, #283 P.O. Box 06133

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
.
OFFICE SYSTEMS REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY • CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW
8211 College Parkway • Fort Myer1, Florida • 482-5522

THE BULLETIN

PAGE FOUR

April, 1989

OF THE LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

PHYSICIANS IN
THE NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS Ill

(Please send your
newsworthy Items
to the Medical Society office.)
Krishna D. Valjee, M.D. of Cape
Coral was one of 79 Florida Surgeons inducted as Fellows of The
American College of Surgeons at
its recent Clinical Congress held
in Chicago.
Ed Guttery, M.D. was recently
in Pomona, California for a 2½
day meeting of the Physicians
Advisory Counsel for Focus on
the Family. Focus on the Family
has recently started publication

of a new magazine for physicians
entitled Focus on the Family Physician Magazine. The Physicians
Advisory Counsel will help Focus
on the Family Identify and
address the needs and concerns
of physicians by identifying
issues and problems effecting the
families over which physicians
have influence.

The Florida Endocrine
Society Meeting
The Florida Endocrine Society
will hold its meeting May 12-14,
1989 at the Don Cesar Hotel, St.
Petersburg Beach, Florida. 12
CME Credits have been
approved. For further information
contact Sigmund R. Greenberg,

By Design, A Better Place to Live
• Conwnlentlylocated 1-milesouthofColonialBlvd.
on Summerlin Road - near hospitals. businesses,
a great school district and shopping
• 11,nnls courts and a private playground
• Streetlights and sidewalks allow safe walking,
jogging, or biking
• Curved streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wall increase neighborhood security

- -

CARILLON
WOODS
P.O. Box 06207
Ft. Myers, FL 33906
(813) 489-4544
fLORID,\ R~SORT ~
OE.\IELOPMENT PROPERTIES. INC.

• Distim:tin• single family honll' sill'.

RE,\LTOR

O.P.T.I.O.JV. Care.

Pictorial Directory

M.D., Fort Myers, or John J.
Janick, M.D., Port Charlotte at
(813) 629-3366.

"The Society Office has extra
copies of the Physicians Directory -- they may be picked up at
the office.
If you know of any organization
who might have use of our directory, please let us know.

MOVING?
BE SURE TO NOTIFY
THE BOARD OFFICE

Department of Professional
Regulation Rule 21-6.12 of the
Florida Administrative Code cites
as the duty of licensees, active
and Inactive, to keep the Department informed of their current
malling address.
If you change your address,
please notify The Board of Medicine, Dept. of Professional Regulation, 130 North Monroe Street,
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0750.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classlfled Ads are only for Physician Members

of the Society's use.
FOR RENT: Medical Office Space, Palm
Beach Boulevard. Available immediately.
694--0400.
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE, good
location, Del Prado Blvd., Cape Coral. Cell
542-2020.

Professional.
Responsive. Reliable.
Ready to serve you.

.,,~(I

For more information, call 1-800-342-8349.

FLORIDA PHYSICIANS INSURANCE COMPANY

Sponsored by the Florida Medical Association.

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION
Providing Complete Therapy Services

of Southwest Florida

•
•
•
•
•
•

HOME 1,V, ANTIOBIOTtCS • TPN • HYDRATtON
PAIN CONTROL

e ENTERAL NUTRITION

S.W, Ff.. 's Leading Clinical Team
ofRegl.stered Pharmacl.sls, RIY's, lit Dietitians

275-7997
2830 Winkler Ave., #109A, Ft. Myers, l'L 33901
11666 Tamlaml Trail No.
21202 Olean Blvd .. D·l
Suite 201
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743-0522
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CHAR"T:ER GLADE HOSP IT AL
WILL "HOST" MAY MEETING
AT THE ROYAL PALM YACHT CLUB

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

SPOUSES ARE INVITED TO ATTEND COST OF DINNER $17.00
There will be a combined meeting with our spouses at the
May meeting. Mr. Byron Googins, Director of FMA Public
Relations will present a program on "The Public's Perception
Of The Medical Profession". There will be a survey and a
slide presentation. COME AND PARTICIPATE INTHE PROGRAM TO SEE IF YOU CAN PREDICT HOW THE PUBLIC
"CEELS ABOUT YOU ....

MEDICAL SOCIETY MEETING
Royal Palm Yacht Club
Cocktails 6:30 - 7:00 P.M. • Dinner 7:00 P.M.
MAY 15, 1989
TOPIC: "The Public's Perception Of The Medical Profession"

SPEAKER:
Byron Googins, Director
FMA Public Relations

"DINNER BY RESERVATIONS ONLY"

PLEASE!!!
L.C.M.S. Members:.AII reservallonsmustbe made by Friday noon before the Meellng
on Monday. Cancellations should be no later than noon on Monday. The Society
must pay for all reservations made.

"A VIDEO
HEALTH FAIR
THANK YOU"
The Fifth Annual Video Health
Fair on April 5th was a great success. 73 members of the Medical
Society participated. Well over
2,000 phone calls were received.
WINK-TV provided great coverage and one hour of prime time
TV for medical topics. The f.ort
Myers News-Press was very
cooperative highlighting our
Health Fair in its editorial column

THIRD
MINI-INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM

(Continued on Page 2)

William P. Evans, M.D.,
Coordinator

ANNUAL
RISK
MANAGEMENT
CONFERENCE

The third Mini-internship
program was a great success with
interns and Faculty both sharing
experiences. Our host hospital
was Cape Coral, and we wish to
thank the President, Mike Ward
and Bob Flnkernagei for their
hospitality.
(PHOTO) Seated:
interns:
Joseph D'Aliesandro, State
Attorney; Beth Tuttle, Chamber
of Southwest Florida; Wendy B.
Milk, HRS Medicaid Office; Tom

with an additional feature article
on the Health Fair and Joe Fiore.
This Health Fair is really a "winwin" situation. The public. wins
because the doctors have made
the effort to be available to
answer questions and to provide
feedback in a non-threatening
cost-free manner. The Medical
Society and the physicians in
general benefit from the positive
publicity generated by the volunteer effort.
I am truly proud to be the President of a Society that has so many
dedicated, motivated members
such as those who spent the time
and effort to make the Video
Health Fair a success. However,
where were the rest of you?
Unfortunately, in spite of the
efforts of many individuals there
are always those who will not
make the effort for various reasons. Perhaps they rationalize
that they are too busy or perhaps
they see no direct personal gain.
It is always easier to let someone
else carry the load. Credit must
go to the Society members who
took time out of their busy schedule realizing that they would get
no direct personal immediate
gain but put forth the effort to
benefit all of us.
The Video Health Fair is a "winwin" situation for the doctors and
the public. It is an innovative

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 21; 1989
7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
at

Swift, Marel Instrument
Company.
Standing: Physician Faculty
Felix Mestas, M.D.; William

Evans, M.D., Coordinator; Irwin
Kash, M.D.; Vincent Belcastro,
Thomas
M.D.; not shown:
Kowalsky, M.D.

HOLIDAY AIRPORT INN,
Bell Tower Drive
Srochures to be malled
by September.
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PHYSICIANS IN
THE NEWS
Dear Friends:
As some of you are aware, I
have been attempting to change
specialties for a couple of years.
This year I was successful, and ·
will commence a four-year residency in Diagnostic Radiology at
Canton, Ohio, on July 1, 1989.
Needless to say, my family and I
are quite excited about this
opportunity to enter a fascinating
and rewarding field of Medicine.
However, we leave Fort Myers
with regret over losing contact
with our many friends. I have
enjoyed and appreciated the
camaraderie of the Medical Community, and I hope that one day
our paths will cross again.
Sincerely,
Thomas B. Poulton, M.D.

MAY IS THE
LAST MEETING
UNTIL SEPTEMBER
Happy
Summer Vaca.tion!

THE BULLETIN
OF THE LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(Continued from Page i)

award winning Idea that has been
made successful by the leadership of Joe Fiore and the participation of a substantial number of
Medical Society members. We get
extensive media coverage electronic and print. We have the
opportunity of thousands of one
on one contacts with the public.
The public sees the physicians on
TV providing the voluntary community service.
We need to keep up this level of
participation. We need to make
the effort. It does make a difference. It does matter. Physicians
must keep the public aware that
we do really care. The Vidfi_O
Health Fair is a perfect vehicle to
accomplish that end.
I want to thank all of you who
participated in the Video Health
Fair. I'd like to see more of you
who didn't make the effort this
year join in next year.
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

APRIL
MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS
ON THE USE
AND ABUSE OF
ANABOLIC STEROIDS
Kim L. Spear, M.D.
Program Chairman
Coach David Larossa of
Cypress Lake High School stated
that the use of arn1bolic steroids
in our high schools is present but
not too common. It is certainly
more of a problem now than it was
5 years ago. The drugs are
obtained mainly through local
workout gyms. Not only high
school athletes use the steroids
· but also those who simply want to
look good on the beach.
Dr. Howard lmanuel stated that
the use in bodybuilders is prevalent more In lower level competition than upper level competition.
It is easily obtained. Substances
used: EQUIPOISE PRIMOBOLIN
by injection. Also HCG (Human
Chorionic Gonadotropin) is used
following the anabolic steroids to
re-stimulate their bodies' natural
testosterone. Bodybuilders also
develop a psychological addiction; they see themselves get bigger while on steroids and when
they shrink down, there is often
mental depression. Also, while
"up" on the steroids, ·they are
sometimes screaming maniacs in
the gym.
Mr. Lin Bochette, Olympic
Decathlete commented that a lot
of dollars were spent in testing
and a lot of people were identified

but often action was not taken.
The Ben Johnson case focused
on a lot of attention on the problem in Olympic competition.
Dr. Sergio Mather covered
medical side effects which
produce inhibition of normal
hormonal mechanisms. These
include:
1. Elevated blood pressure and
risk of early Ml later in life.
2. Testicular atrophy after
coming off the steroids and
potential infertility problems
later.
3. Acne and premature male
pattern baldness.
4. Liver and kidney dysfunctions and possibly liver
cancer later.
Comments-from the audience
were active. Urologists have seen
ex-bodybuilders with infertility
problems - cardiologists have
seen early Mi's even in a 22 year
old which anabolic steroid abuse
may have triggered.
A discussion ensued regarding
physician monitoring of blood
test, when asked to by an
anabolic steroids user. Should we
get involved? The consensus was
even if it was done to help protect
the individual, it could be perceived as tacit approval of steroid
use, especially in a courtroom.
We ended on the American College of Sports Medicine position
stand: The "Win at all costs" attitude that has pervaded society
places the athlete In a precarious
situation. Testimonial evidence
suggests that some athletes
would risk serious harm and even
death if they could obtain a drug
that would insure theirwinning an
Olympic gold medal. However,
the use of anabolic-androgenic
steroids by athletes is contrary to
ethical principals of athletic competition and is deplored.
Also, we do have a collection of
material about Anabolic Steriods
at the Society office if you are
interested.
Kim L. Spear, M.D.
PRESIDENT-ELECT, LCMS

ANTITRUST
ENFORCEMENT
AND THE
MEDICAL
PROFESSION:
"NO SPECIAL
TREATMENT"
REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION
FROM APRIL 1989 ISSUE OF "MIAMI
MEDICINE" - Excerpt from a speech
by Charles F. Rule, Assistant
Attorney General Antitrust Division
U. S, Department of Justice given at
the AMA House of Delegates In
December 1988.

I am confident that the vast

May, 1989

majority of you in the medical
profession genuinely wish to
comply with the law. And an
ounce of prevention is, as they
say, worth a pound of cure. So let
me tell you what you can do to
avoid the risk of criminal investigation and prosecution.
The antitrust laws should not
be thought to create an inherently
gray zone of danger any time you
so much as glance at a fellow professional. Unlike in the area of
civil antitrust enforcement, crimi-•
nal violations can be rather easily
avoided by following a set of
basic, simple, and easy-toremember rules:
• First, do not agree with competing independent doctors on
-any term of price, quantity or
quality- including fee schedules and relative value scales;
• Second, do not agree with
competing independent doctors on the patients that you
are willing to serve, the locations from which you are permitted to draw patients, or
where you will locate your
offices; and
• Third, do not agree with competing independent doctors to
refuse to offer your services to
alternative delivery systems.
• There can be exceptions to
these general rules, particularly when the agreement is in
the context of participation in a
legitimate alternative delivery
system. However, you should
never act as if an exception
applies until after you have
consulted an experienced antitrust lawyer or until you obtain
adequate assurance that competent counsel has structured
the system to eliminate antitrust problems.
These rules are purposefully
broad and clear in order to keep
doctors out of the danger zone.
The safe course is to avoid the
temptation to hedge on the rules
or to hope that you can avoid their
spirit by "technically" complying
with the rules. That would be too
clever by half. For example, these
rules direct you away from agreements with your competitors,
regardless of the way In which the
agreements are reached. Do not
assume that simply becase you
do not sign an agreement or do
not actually s_ay "I agree" to prohibited conduct that you will be safe
from prosecution. If the circumstances make It clear that doctors
have mutually committed to
undertake certain prohibited conduct, they will be prosecuted.
Finally, I must acknowledge
that there could be conduct not
described by these rules that
clearly and unequivocally
(Continued on Page 3)
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MEDICARE REQUIRES
DIAGNOSIS CODES

WHAT'S NEW?
CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
Lee Memorial Makes Plans for Hospital Week
National Hospital Week, May 7-13, is sponsored annually by the
American Hospital Association to focus public attention on the many
contributions hospitals make to their communities. Lee Memorial has
chosen "You Light the Way" as the theme for a week-long recognition of
the contribution of its professional staff. Activities will also highlight the
great contribution hospital employees make to the community. Lee
Memorial has 2,400 employees, many of whom have worked here for
more than 15 years.
24-Hour EEG Monitoring In Neuroscience and Stroke Center
Ongoing, sustained EEG Monitoring is now available in the Neuroscience and Stroke Center at Lee Memorial Hospital. The 24-hour
assessment procedure Is useful in tracking repeated seizures that may
occur at intermittent times throughout the day or night and can be conducted on an inpatient or outpatient basis. For more information on 24Hour EEG Monitoring, please contact Martha Smith, Neuroscience and
Stroke Center, 334-5447.

Effective June 1, 1989 assigned
claims submitted to Medicare
Part B must include numeric ICD9-CM diagnosis codes. Assigned
claims submitted without the
required codes will be denied.
You may order ICD-9-CM,
Third Edition, Volumes 1 & 2 for
$43. Write: ICD-9-CM, Third Edition, P.O. Box360121, Pittsburgh,

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.
CALL US TODAY.
•
•
•
•

Medical Collection Specialists
Member Florida Collectors Assn.
Full Skiptracing Services
Experienced and Professionally
Truined Collectors
• Serving Florida for 20 Years

Lee 275-8030

•

Mammography Discount at Center for Women's Health
In celebration of the second anniversary of the opening of the Center
For Women's Health at Lee Memorial Hospital, the Women's Breast
Health Center will offer mammograms at a discounted price of $75 from
April 14 through May 31. The discounted price applies to all three locations of the Women's Breast Health Center, including the Center For
Women's Health.

CAPE CORAL HOSP IT AL
Southwest Florida communities share a tragic statistic with the entire
nation: the mounting number of attempted suicides among the teen
population.
The Adolescent Task Force was formed in February of 1988 to explore
and address the emotional and societal needs of area youth. The 12member group includes representatives from healthcare, mental health,
city government, law enforcement and religious groups.
After extensive research, the Adolescent Task Force has established
goals and objectives to positively impact the alarming trend of teen selfabuse in Southwest Florida.
A community-wide effort for assertive counter actions is needed.
Members of the task force would welcome the opportunity to share
their findings and plans with professional and civic groups. To arrange a
presentation contact Robert Finkernagel at 574-0372.

a

(

a

PA 15250-6121.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield's
Medicare Provider Education
Department has prepared a Special Medicare Part B Update with
educational guidelines for ICD-9CM coding. This brochure is
being mailed first class this week
from Medicare to ail Florida physicians. The April issue of FMA
Today will have a special insert
regarding diagnosis coding.

•
•
•
•

Fully Insured
Member American Collectors Assn.
Bonded Forwarding Agent
Regular Progress Updates Available Upon Request
• Cardless Computer System

Charlotte 637-7444

•

Collier 598-2026

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
12995 Cleveland Ave., #283 P.O. Box 06133

~%

United Health Care

~

~
::;_.;::: Services, Inc.

ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM
• Home N Ther,.:,.py AVaUabte

• 24-Hour. 7 O"ys a Week Emergency

• Specialists In Mastectomy fittings&.

Service

Supplles
• Dlnbetlc Supply Cen1er
• Direct Med!C--'re &.. Insurance Blfling
• Rentals, Sales, Service - All the Medical

• Free Delivery&.. Plck•up
• R.N. &.. Respiratory Theraplst On Staff

At No Charge
• Complete Line O( Oxygen &..

Equipment You Need

I -800-28Z..(i36 I

Just the

Respiratory Equipment

SERVING ALL OF S,W, FLORIDA
3805 Fowler Street, Suite 3
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

(813) 936-1800

No matter what size your practice. Paul Revere can put together
a Disability Income plan suited precisely to your needs.
Wllh America's mosl complete line individual and group

or

prescription
for your income
protection needs.

Income protection pre.ducts, we can recommend one.
In fact, an Individual-group "combination" plan can protect
more or your income - at a lower cost - than you might have
thought possible.
No maller what your plan looks like, you can count on such
features as:
• up to 15'1, discount to members of group practices,
• "own occupation" coverage that protects your medlcal
specially,

• non-cancellable protection at guaranteed premium rates
• u I or 3 year premium refund benefit rider pays you back
every 5 years if you slay healthy,
For details. contact the Disability Income speclallsls at Paul
Revere's Fort Myers Regional OHicc

ANTITRUST ENFORCEMENT
(Continued from Page 2)

threatens competition and that
might result in criminal indictment. As a general matter, therefore, you should keep one additional caveat in mind: Never think
you have the right by whatever
private means to override the
forces of competition - even
where they do not seem to be providing sufficient quality or sufficient remuneration. If consumers' preferences as
expressed through the voice of
the marketplace - are for lowcost rather than traditional feefor-service medical care, you may
not overcome those desires by
agreement among yourselves.
Those decisions are for Congress
alone to make.

The department's positions
with respect to antitrust violations
by medical professionals are not
motivated by officious bureaucratic impulses or by prosecutorlal zeal. Rather, the department's enforcement policy is
necessary to ensure that society's
decision to rely on competition to
hold down health-care costs will
not be frustrated by a handful of
greedy individuals. When such
individuals do choose to violate
the law and sdciety's trust, they
will be caught In the same criminal prosecution net that has
already swept in more than 1,300
corporate and individual prices
fixers and bid riggers In the last
eight ye<Jrs. So be careful.

~

Paul Revere
Insurance Group

mru:\:m

11595 Kelly Road • Suite IOi
Fort Myers, FL 33908 • (813) -tfi&-2070

Anton F. Caluslc
Senior Representative

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO.,

P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
.
INVESTMENT COUNSELING
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEM'S REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY • CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW
8211 College Parkway • Fort Myens, Florida • 482·5522
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PHYSICIAN
OWNERSHIP OF
HEALTH FACILITIES

Specifically, the survey showed
that:
• 9.2% of physicians own health
facilities outside their practice;
and
• 7.1% of physicians both own
and refer patients to a facility in
which they have a financial
interest.

In response to the concerns
embodied in physician ownership
of health facilities, AMA's Center
for Health Policy Research
utilized Its fall 1988 Socioeconomic Monitoring System (SMS)
survey to identify how many physicians owned health facilities to
which they referred patients. The
key finding from the Center's
research was that such behavior
is characteristic of a relatively
small proportion of all physicians.

As with all SMS data, these
percentages are relative to the
population of nonfederal, patient
care physicians, excluding
residents.
The survey also revealed significant differences across specialties in the percentage of physicians engaging in "self-referral"

By Design, A Better Place to Live
• Con\1eniendylocated 1-milesouthofColonialBlvd.
on Summerlin Road - near hospitals. businesses.
a great school district and shopping

Classllled Ads are only !or Physician Members

of the Society's use.

FOR RENT: Medical Office Space, Palm
Beach Boulevard. Available Immediately.

694--0400.
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE, good
location, Del Prado Blvd., Cape Coral. Call

542-2020.

WOODS

For more information, call 1-800-342-8349.
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Ft. Myers, FL 33906
(813) 489-4544
FLORID,\ RlSORT ,\

• Distinc.:ti\'l' singlt: family home sitl',

CLASSIFIED ADS

CARILLON
P.O. Box 06207

• Curved streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wall increase neighborhood security

5.0% own a health facility but
do not refer patients to it.
In brief then, even broken out
by specialty the SMS data indicates that self-referral is not
widespread.

Professional.
Responsive. Reliable.
Ready to serve you.

_ .

• "ll!nnis courts and a private playground
• Streetlights and sidewalks allow safe walking,
jogging, or biking

Specifically it showed that:
• 10.2% of general/family practitioners refer patients to health
facilities in which they have a
financial interest;
• 8.1% of medical specialists
refer patients to a health facility in which they have a financial interest;
• 9.4% of surgical specialists
refer patients to a health facility in which they have a financial interest, another 2.7% of
surgical specialists own a
health facility yet do not refer
patients to it.
• 1.7% of physicians in other
specialties own a health facility
and refer patients to it, another

Ol\'ELOPMENT PROPlRTIE~. ISC
Rb\LTOR

O.P.T.I.O.IV. Care.

FLORIDA PHYSICIANS INSURANCE COMPANY

Sponsored by the Florida Medical Association.
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Providing Complete Thempy Services

of southwest Florida
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ENTERAL NUTRITION
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3666 Tamlaml Trail No.
Suite 201
Napfes, fL 33940

21202 Olean Hlvd., D-1
l't, Charlotte. fL 33952

743-0522

261-6353

Greg and Angela Collins, 011•1wrs

FORT MYERS 3594 Broadway, Suite !ID
CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Ter., Suite !IC
NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N., Suite 11202

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 06041
Fort Myers, Florida 33906-6041

oC\ETV

MEDl~:~{ING
Royal palm
Yach\ CIU1\o p,N\.
•

5•30 •

'

cocktails . 7,00 P .N\ ..
Dinner ·
NIAY 15, 1989
,-opIc:
01
•s perception "
""The pub\\C I protess\on
"The l',/\ed\ca
SPEAKER:
ooog\ns,
tor
eyron
Olbr~~ Relations
FMAPU

PLEASE\\\

:!

"O\NNER
RESERVA'T\0

oNL'I"

Physical & Speech Therapy
Sports & Occupational Therapy
Hand Rehabilitation
Biodex Testing
Social Services
Dietary Services
275-3432
m-5s6s
263-8339

Bulle. Rate
U.S. Postage
PAID
Ft. Myers, FL
Permit No, 534

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

BULLETIN
THE VOICE OF LEE COUNTY MEDICINE

VOLUME 11, NO. 4

July, 1989

Fort. Myers, Florida
Kim L. Spear, M.D., Editor

Charity Ball A Success
The 6th Annual Southwest
Florida Charity Ball was a huge
success. Fun was had by all. I
want to extend a special "thank
you" to our hospital sponsors.
The weekend started with an
exciting tennis & golf tournament, Cape Coral Hospital challenged us with a fun-filled day on
the golf course. Continental
breakfast, lunch and prizes made
for a very enjoyable afternoon.
The evening began with a cockt'lil party at 7:00 p.m., followed by
Jurmet dinner. To compliment
.;, Southwest Florida Regional
Medical Center donated a lovely
selection of red and white wines,
In addition to sponsoring our

"DR. JOHN"
JAIL
Some years ago I had a patient
who worked In the admitting
office and wore a nice suit, but
had a mental affliction which
made him run off and go to bars
where he would buy drinks for
everybody, with bad checks. I
don't remember the diagnosis,
but he was basically some kind of
nut. One day they called me from
City Jail and I had to go downtown and see him, for reasons
which were obscure then as now.
The old jail never made 'the
Chamber of Commerce brochure. It was a dump, and except
for the tropical temperatures
resembled a scene · from Les
Miserables. I said hello, took his
blood pressure, signed a paper
and left, resolving not to make
right turns on red ever again.
My only other jail experience
~ only a little better, and a lot
der. I had gone to Oberlin,
Uhio, to spend Thanksgiving with
The Only Girl In the World. After I
got there she told me that she

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

informative programs.
During the evening, everyone
had the opportunity to win fabu·lous prizes or buy wonderful
pieces of jewelry or art works.
Celebrants danced the night
away Into the wee hours.
The festivities resumed on
Sunday morning with a magnificent brunch compliments of Lee
Memorial Hospital.
Again, many Thanks to our
generous supportive hospitals
and all our sponsors. Hope to see
you all next Memorial Day Weekend for our 7th Annual Charity
Ball.
Vivian Lang
Chairman

didn't have the heart to write and
tell me not to come, which turned
out not to be the worst part.
I had found a "share expenses
to Akron" notice on the bulletin
board and signed up for a cheap
ride. We picked up two girls from
Trinity and two football players,
making six people in a fourpassenger Chevrolet coupe. It
was cold beyond belief, followed
by a blizzard, followed by a realistic fear that my bladder would be
torn asunder. The lights went out
and we used a chewing gum
wrapper for a fuse. It works, but
your insurance company won't
recommend it. I was in terror of an
explosion, but half hoped it would
catch fire so I could get warm for a
little while. Once warm, I could
better worry about the rest of the
trip.
They left my body in front of my
aunt's house and by morning I
had pretty well thawed out, so I
took her Oldsmobile and headed
for Oberlin. Things went
smoothly until I reached the city
limits, where I hit a patch of Ice on
the shady side of a hill, spun
(Continued on page 4)

JOSEPH P. WALKER, M.D.

"TELL THE PUBLIC
THE REAL STORY"
On Sunday, May 28th the Fort
Myers News-Press featured a
"Guest Opinion by Dr. Robert Eid
on the editorial page. This "Guest
Opinion" refuted the details of a
May 14th News-Press story
entitled "Doctors Who Hurt
Instead of Heal Too Numerous".

Bob's article presented an excellent response to a one-sided sensationalized anti-doctor article.
This editorial opinion is a perfect
example of what a physician can
do when medical issues are distorted, sensationalized or presented in a biased manner.
A medical article may not
present a full true story for many
reasons. Time and space constraints will limit the text. Bias in
reporting may "slant" the story.
Writers or reporters: may fail to
obtain all the facts or understand
all the aspects of a complex medical issue. In order to pique interest, a reporter may allow sensationalism to override factual
aspects of a story. It is all too easy
to simply ignore such articles,
whether they are in the electronic
or print media. Howe_ver, as physicians, we need to make every
effort to effectively respond to
and challenge misinformation.
Physicians have an obligation .
to attempt to educate the public
with the true facts concerning
medicine, medical care, personal
health and related topics. We
need to make the effort, as Bob
did with his "Guest Opinion." The
reputation and image of physicians in general is at stake. The
reputation of every one of us is
maligned when inaccurate,
{Continued on page 2)

EDUCATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
HIV AND AIDS FOR PHYSICIANS
Wednesday, November 29th, 1989
Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center Auditorium
5:30 p.m.

Registration

6-9 p.m.

Program
Video with Physician Facilitator,
Stephen R. Zellner, M.D.

Cost:

$

50.00 Member
$100.00 Non-Member

BROCHURES TO BE MAILED IN OCTOBER
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REQUIRED
IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER OF
ORDERING AND
REFERRIN.G
PHYSICIAN
Effective Immediately, the
Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) has requested
Medicare carriers to obtain the
name and provider number of the
ordering/referring physician for
all diagnostic tests, radiology and
pathology services, and durable
medical equipment. The new
requirement will be Implemented ·
In phases. The first phase will
Involve a monitoring process that
will extend through June 1989.
Medicare will inform providers
who are fal 11 ng to com ply with th Is
regulation. The second phase will
commence after June 1989. Current instructions are that they are
to delay claims and develop for
referring/ordering physician data
if it is required and missing from
the claim. The third phase will
oegln October 1989 at which time
they will begin denying claims
submitted without this fnformatlon.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(Continued from Page 1)

Incomplete or slanderous antidoctor arti'cles are allowed to go
unchallenged. The public suffers
when medical misinformation is
reported as fact. ·
When you see or hear one of
these inaccurate articles, respond to it effectively, factually
and in a timely manner. It's not as
hard as you might think. Write a
rebuttal letter. Call the reporter or
editor. Present medical facts with
the insight and understanding
only a physician can provide. The
public won't get the whole true
story unless we tell them.
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

Between The
Covers
Sue Felber, Librarian

New Books In the Thomas R.
Connelly Medical Library:
Medical Genetics: Principles and
Practice, by James J. Nora
Reconstruclive and Aesthetic
Mammoplasty, by Randolph H.
Guthrie
Medicine for the Practicing Physician, by J. Willis Hurst
Williams' Obstetrics, 8th Edition
VIDEOCASSETTES
Hodgkin's Disease: Issues in
Management
Update: Low Back Pain
NIH• Consensus Conference:
Urinary lnconllnence in Adults
Cataract Surgery and lntraocular
Lens Implantation
0

PHYSICIANS IN
THE NEWS

FMA MEMBERSHIP

CONGRATULATIONS !I!

(Please send your
newsworthy items
to the Medical Society office.)
Dr. Joseph K. Isley, Jr.. of Fort
Myers was rec'ently installed as
Secretary for the American Lung
Association of Florida. He was
sworn in during the group's
annual Board of Directors meeting in Fort Lauderdale.
John W. Snead, M.D. left The
Eye Center July 1st, relocating
his Eye practice to 12525 New
Brittany Boulevard, between U.S.
41 and Summerlin Road in Fort
Myers.

Between February of 1987 and
April of 1989, FMA has experienced an overall. growth of 6.66
percent, from 14,964 to 15,960 on
April 17th, 1989. During this
period, regular active membership increased by 2.79 percent, or
from 11,630 to 11,955 members.
During the same period, the
Medical Student Section led all
categories with an increase of
190.4 percent. Gains of 50 percent were posted by the Resident
Physicians Section; 10 percent in
associate membership; and 12.25
percent in the dues-exempt
categories.

..,,

PATIENT
EDUCATION
AVAILABLE

FOCUS

WITH
"FOCUS
ON
FWRIDA
HEALTH"

"Pocus on Florida
Health". a quarterly
patient brochure is
available from the
Florida Medical
Association.
As part of the
association's effort to
enhance public
awareness on
important health
matters, "Focus on,
Florida Health", Is a
pilot project
dedicated to
fostering positive
dialogue between
you and your
patients by offering
wellness-oriented
articles and a brief
message from the
FMA, Additionally,
an imprinted appointment notice is
located on the back
panel of the
brochure with room
for your office
stamp.
If this important
pilot project proves
successful, every
three months a new
100 brochures .. $ 8.00
500 brochure! .. $37.50
1000 brochures •. $70.00

issue of "Focus on
Florida Health" will
be available from
the FMA to tell
your story to the
public! Wi,th this
brochure )'our
patients can be
educated, informed
and motivated to
support the needs; of
Florida's physicians,
As you recall,

over 1.8 million
voters said yes on
Amendment 10, so
continuing to
communicate our
news to them and
other \'Oters is
vitally· important.
You can order a
supply_o~ "Focus on

Florida Health"

at

a

nominal cost, that
includes postage,
handling and sales
tax by calling the
FMA's loll-free
number

1-800-940-9451,

Prices are as
follows:

+ .52
+ 2.44
+ 4.SS

salts tax = $ 8.52
sales tax= $39.94
sales tax = $14.SS .

Prlc« Include postage, handllng and sales tu.

WE DO NOT HOLD MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS DURING THE MONTHS OF.JUNE, JULY
AND AUGUST, BUT THE SOCIETY OFFICE IS ALWAYS OPEN AND YOUR ELECTED
BOARD OF GOVERNORS CONTINUES TO MEET AND TAKE CARE OF THE BUSINESS AT
HAND. IF YOU SEE THEM THIS SUMMER, THANK THEM FOR KEEPING A WATCH ON THE
ACTIVITIES OF THE HOUSE OF MEDICINE. Ann Wilke, Executive Director

VALERIE C, MOORE, M,D,
agenda Items.

Dedicated

''Keeps a watchrul eye on yourmoney."

WILLIAM EVANS, M.D.
Secretary
Produces excellent minutes
meeting.

of each

President' M.o,

. Provfdes hfs or:fnlzed med/cine h

Ptes/dent.

PHILLIP E, ANDREWS. M,D,
Treaturer

~:sr

STEVEN E. LEVINE

Member-at-Large
Always brings a fresh point of view on

KIM L. SPEAR, M,D,
President-Elect
Afwaya ready to catch what you throw
at him!

Nol pictured (but working on behall of hi& pallent and public relallons)
K. DEVA CAANTHAN, M,D,
Member-At-Large

sdom of a P~st~

JOSEPH P, WALKER, M.O.
President
Leadership and patience Is shown to

be the best way to handle these tong
evening meetings.
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WHAT'S NEW?
CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
Southwesl Florida Regional Medical Center - Here We Growl
On May 10th, Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center broke
. ground on a three-story addition. This new building will connect with the
existing facility at the northeast side near the Emergency Center and will
total approximately 48,000 square feet.This state-of-the-art facility will
house a new Emergency Center, laboratory, pharmaceutical services,
endoscopy lab and suite, dialysis suite, Inpatient and outpatient admissions and radiology services. Completion date is slated for Fall 1990.
Neurological Institute Sponsors Conference
The Neurological Institute of Southwest Florida at Southwest Florida
Regional Medical Center is sponsoring a three day conference, "Controversies In Neurology" at the Soriesta.Sanibel Harbour Resort, September
22-24. K~ynote speaker will be Martin Samuels, M.D., Associate Professor ot .Harvard ·Medical School and Chief of Neurology, Brigham and
Women's Hospital. In addition; ·members of the Neurological Institute will
prese·nt topics addressing pain, degenerative disease and stroke. This
conference is avl'lilable for 1Ci CM E's and open to Family P'ractlce and Primary Care physicians, and all other physicians and physician asslstahts
interested In neuroscience. For more information, orto receive your conference brochure, contact Louise Shelton, Director of Neurological Services at 939-8478.
Mark Your Calendar For The Eighth Annual Cardiology Update
The Southwest Florida Heart ·institute at Southwest Florida Regional
Medical Center is proud to present the Eighth Annual Cardiology Update
December 7th, 8th, and 9th at the Sonesta Sanibel Harbour Resort. For
more information, call the Southwest Florida Heart Institute at 939-8692.

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
· Medical Library Has New Ubrarian
The Thomas R. Connelly Medical Library, located at Lee Memorial
Hospital, has a new librarian. Sue Felber received her Masters Degree in
Library Science with emphasis on medical and scientific libraries from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel HIii. Ms. Felber moved to Fort
Myers recently from Laramie, Wyoming where she was the Medical
Librarian for lvinson Memorial Hospital. She has extensive experience In
all library activities, including technical and reference services, collection development, inter-library loan, management, and on-line
searching.
The Thomas R. Connelly Medical Library is funded jointly by the Lee
County Medical Society and Lee Memorial Hospital. Funds from the
Medical Society are used only for medical reference materials. Besides
the numerous medical reference books, tapes and journals on site, the
library conducts on-line computerized literature searches so references
are available to the Medical Staff from a wide range of current sources.
Other members of the Library staff include: Narges Ahmadi, Library
Assistant, and Richard Estes, Audiovisual Technician. Mark J. Sweet,
M.D. has served as Chairman of the Library Committee for many years
and has steered its development.
· For more information on services available to the physician from the
Medical Library, please call Sue Felber at 334-5410.
Service to Patients Key In Lee Memorial's Older Adult Services
Many physicians have found that utilizing the staff and services of Lee
Memorial Hospital's Older Adult Services Department can be a great help
In working with older patients. The SHARE Club Luncheon, held twice
monthly, usually provides an audience of 150 or more older adults to
learn more about health issues. SHARE Club is a health-related membership for people age 55 and over. SHARE is an acronym for"Senlor Health
Activities Resource Education".

In addition to the luncheon, SHARE Club offers discussion groups, a
Resource Center, Medicare counseling and help with filling out forms for
supplemental insurance, as well as discounts on some hospital services.
SHARE Club also offers periodic medication reviews which can help the
older patient to comply with the doctor's orders.
Many physicians have contacted Older Adult Services to arrange for
family members of their patients to take the Caregivers Training and Support Classes. This free, five-day course helps prepare family members to
care for frail elderly in their homes. Others find that referring patients or
their family members to the SHARE Resource Center for reference
materials on particular illnesses is a big help. Staff members work closely
with physicians to connect people with community agencies and

resources.
.
For more information about Older Adult Services programs, please call
Older Adult Services, Lee Memorial Hospital, 334-5949 ..
Wellness Center Celebrates Shed Pounds and Altered Lifestyles

Nearly 5,000 shed pounds, 416,250 treadmill miles and a half-million
visits later, the Wellness Center at Lee Memorial Hospital Is celebrating
five years of helping people change their lifestyles for the better. The
Wellness Center has won national acclaim as a hospital-based fitness
program. In addition to the general Adult Fitness Program, the Wellness
Center includes Cardiac, Orthopedic and Pulmonary Rehabilitation programs.

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.
.
CALL US TODAY,
.
•
•
•
•

Medical Collection Specialists
Member Florida Collectors Assn.
Full Skiptracing Services
Experienced and Professionally
Trained Collectors
• Serving Florida for 20 Years

Lee 275-8030

•

• Fully Insured
•·Member American Collectors Assn.
• Bonded Forwarding Agent
• Regular Progress Updates Available Upon Request
• Cardless Computer System

Charlotte 637-7444

•

Collier 598-2026

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
12995 Cleveland Ave., U283 P.O. Box 06133

..

~~ United Health Care

~
~

~ Services, Inc.
~

ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM .

• Home N Therc\py Avallable
• Specialists In Mastectomy Flt1lngs &.

• 24•Hour. 7 Days a Week' Emergency

Service

·

• free Delivery&. Pf<:k•Up

Supplles

• Diabetic Supply Center

• R.N. &. Respiratory Therapist On Staff

• Direct Medlrare &. Insurance BIiiing
• Rentals, Sc\les, Service • All 1he Medical
f.qulpment You Need

At No Charge
• Complete Une Of Oxygen &.
Resplralol)' Equipment

1-800-282-6361

Just the

SERVING All OF S,W. FLORIDA
3805. Fowler Street, Suite 3
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

prescription
for your income
protection needs.

(813) 936-1800

No matter whal size your practice, Paul Revere can put together
a Disability Income plan suited precisely to your needs.
With America's most complete tine of individual and group
income prolectlon products, we can recommend one.
In fact, an individual-group "comblnalion" plan can protect
more or your lnrome - at a lower cost - than you might have
thought possible.
No matter what your plan looks like. you can count on such
features as:
• up to 15'i'r discount to members or group practices.
• "own oC<'llpatlon" coverage that protects your medical
specialty.
• non-cancellablc protection at guaranteed premium rates
• 11 I or 3 year premium rerund benefit rider pays.you back
every 5 years I( you stay healthy,
For details, contact the Disability Income specialists at Paul
Revere's Fort M>·ers Regional Office

Paul Revere
Insurance Group

iffif,(:]~

11595 Kelly Road • SuUe I0l
Fort Myers, FL 33908 • (813) 466-2070

Anion F, Caluslc
Senlor Represenlatlve

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO.,

P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELING
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATIOl:I
DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEM'S REVIEW .
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY - CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW
8211 College Parkway • Fort Myers, Florida • 482-5522
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"DR. JOHN"
(Continued from page 1)

·ound and went Into a ditch, flat.,mlng a road sign as I went over
the edge. I had to crawl out the
passenger window and fall into
the snow. If that happened to me
now I would just throw myself In
front of a truck, but I was young
and didn't know the end of the
story, so I waded through snowdrifts to a house and called for
assistance.
A policeman came, a wrecker
snaked out the car, and I soon
found myself In a jail-courtroom,
cold and disheveled, waiting for
them to wake up the judge. it was
Thanksgiving morning, and I
think he had hoped for a better

turkey.
It took a while to explain why I
had a Florida license, lived in
Washington, had an Akron car
and drove It Into an Oberlin ditch.
The judge appeared bewildered,
but Impressed by my cashmere
jacket, striped tie and loden coat
(they certainly impressed me). He
fined me $25 for "failure to keep
the car under control at all times"
-- who could argue with that -and while I hated to dispose of
three weeks' discretionary
income, it was better than
returning in April when court was
In session and the judge was
awake.
Free at last and behind schedule, I made my connection, was

By Design,-A Better Place to Live
• Conveniently located l·milesouthofColonlalBlvd.
on Summerlin Road - near hospitals 1businesses, .
a greal school district and shopping·

__lllt
.

·

CARI LLQN

• 'Jl!nnls courts and a private playground
• Stre~tlights a_n? sidewalks allow safe walking,
jogging, or biking
• Curved streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wail increase neighborhood security

WOODS

P.O. Box 06207
Ft, Myers, Fl 33906
(813) 489-4544
FLORIDA RE~OKT 1\

• Distinctiw single family home site.

DEVELOPMENT PROPlRTIES. INC.
REALTOR

O.P.T.I.O.JV. Care.

told the bad news and was persuaded to stay anyway, You don't
have alternative plans for such a
weekend. I roomed, for one night,
with a creep who didn't wear
clothes and did not say one word
to me. I still get chills when I think
about that.
I can only remember fragments
of the next two days; Nature is
kind to us in some ways. As I
drove out of town Saturday, I
turned on the radio and Fred
Astaire was singing "I Guess I'll
Have to Change My Plans". Some
things you don't forget.
The only bright spot was that
road sign; I knew they wouldn't
find it until the Spring thaw.
John R. Agnew

COPY
DEADLINE
15th OF MONTH
CLASSIFIED ADS
Classllled Ads are only for Physician Members

of lhe Society's use.

FOR RENT: Medical Office Space; Palm
Beach Boulevard. Available Immediately.

694-0400.
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE, good
location, Del Prado Blvd,, Cape Coral. Call

542-2020.

Professional.
Responsive. Reliable.
Ready to serve you.
For more information, call

1-800-342-8349.

i,m~(I

FLORIDA PHYSICIANS INSURANCE COMPANY
Sponsored by the Florida Medical Association.

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION
Providing Complete Therapy Services

ofSouthwest Florida

HOME J.V, ANTIOBIOTICS

e

TPN

e

•
•
•
•
•
•

HYDRATION

PAIN CONTROL e ENTERAL NUTRITION

S,W, FL 's Leading Clinical Team
of Registered Pharmacists, Rl'l's, flt Dietitians

275-7997
2830 Winkler Ave., Suite 112, ft, Myers, fL 33901
3666 Tanllaml Trail No.

Suite 102
Naples, fL 33940

261·6353

21202 Olean Blvd., D·l
Pt, Charlotte, fL 33952

743-0522

Physical & Speech Therapy
Sports & Occupational Therapy
Hand Rehabilitation
Biodex Testing
Social Services
Dietary Services

Greg and Angela Collins, Ou>ners .._,.,_.,.._.._.,.._.._.,..._..__,__...

FORT MYERS 3594 Broadway, Suite /ID
CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Tcr., Suite /IC
NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N., Suite 11202
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SEPTEMBER
MEETING

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

SENIOR COURTESY
CARD PROGRAM
TO BE DISCUSSED
FOR IMPLEMENTATION

PROGRAM
ROBERT E. WINDOM, M.D.

In June, 1986, Robert E.
Windom, M.D. became Assistant
Secretary for Health in the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), in Washington,
O.C. A former FMA President
(1982-1983) and Sarasota internist for 26 years, Dr. Windom spent
almost three years tackling major
national health concerns and
representing America at International health conferences.
With expanded vision, he sees
not only the local effects of health
concerns but the broader
lhfluences.
Dr. Windom will address the
Society regarding his experience
and major influences in medicine.

MEDICAL SOCIETY
MEETING
Royal Palm
Yacht Club
Cocktails 6:30
Dinner 7:00 P.M.
SEPTEMBER 18, 1989
TOPIC:
"Medicine/Washington Scene"
SPEAKER:
Robert E. Windom, M.D.

"DINNER BY
RESERVATIONS ONLY"

PLEASE!!!
L.C.M.S. Members: All reservations.must be
. made by Friday noon before the Meeting on
1 Monday. Cancellation!\ 1.hould be no later
than noon on Monday. The Society must pay
for all ~servatlons made.

JOSEPH P. WALKER, M.D ..

"EXPENDITURE
TARGETS"
In the past, the letters "ET" produced a vision of a strange harmless creature from outer space,
beloved by children with a magical finger that could heal. Unfortunately, these days, ET coniures
up a very different specter. The
Federal Government is now pursuing EXPENDITURE TARGETS
on Medicare payments. The concept is to cap the total amount of
funds available each year in order
to control spending. This is
rationing of Medicare funds, without regard to the true need for
those funds.
The demand for and cost of
health care /s obviously growing.
There has been a recent push by
Medicare for outpatient treat- .
ment. The goal of ET legislation is
to control Medicare spending by
putting the onus on the physician
to figure out how to deal with an
expenditure cap. (Do you treat
the patient for free when the fund
has run out? Do you refuse treatment?) Rather than fully honorIng an obllgation to Medicare

patients to reimburse for· their
care, the ET program would set
an arbitrary global spending limit.
A _recent editorial by Dr. James
H. Sammons nicely outlines the
problem as well as some of the
rationale for ET's. Dr. Sammons
notes that the AMA believes that
"practice guidelines" would be far
more appropriate and beneficial
in trying to control charges.
Physicians and Medicare
recipients need to be aware of this
ET concept and Its potential
impact. ET's would alter theMedicare program payment for service
rendered concept. The result will
probably be increasing problems
with payment and bureaucratic
mixups. We have already had a
sample of Medicare's· ability to
foul up and cover up in Florida
with our local Medicare carrier
butchering the Medicare system
over the past year. Unfortunately,
this may only be a premonition of
the type of problems that would
develop due to ET's.
So don't iust "phone. home".
Call or write to' Congressman
Porter Goss, Senator Connie
Mack, Senator B,ob Graham as
well as President George 'Bush.
Have your Medicare patients do
this also. The politicians need to
be aware of our concerns. We
need to make the legislature
aware that we will not tolerate
arbitrary cutoffs of the Medicare
funds.
Remember "ET" no longer
ind/cat.es a benign extraterrestrial creature with magical
healing qualities. Instead, "ET"
stands for a malevolent governmental ogre with the potential of
giving us all a real big headache.
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

c
FMA MED/LEGAL
HOTLINE
(904) 356-0056

UPDATE ON
SCHOLARSHIP
Karen McFarland received the
LCMS High School Scholarship
in 1985. This year she has been
accepted at the University of
Miami Medical School. Karyri is
working towards her degree in
·
Medicine.

CONGRATULATIONS
Mr. Bob Austin, WBBH-TV 20
was second place winner in the
FMA 1989 Excellence Awards
contest in other market television
category for "Battling Baldness."

FMA COUNCIL ON
HOSPITAL
MEDICAL STAFFS
FMA is accepting nominations
to be considered for appointment
to the Council to represent our
Medical District. Please submit
your nominations to the Medical
Society office by September 20th,
1989.

ANNUAL
RISK
MANAGEMENT
CONFERENCE
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 21, 1989
7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
at
HOLIDAY AIRPORT INN,
Bell Tower Drive
Contact LCMS Office
for more information,
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RECIPIENTS

NEW MEMBER
APPLICANTS
Application For Membership

Active members are requested to
express to the Membership
Committee any Information or
opinions they may have concerning
Iha ellglblllty of the applicants.
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AIDS
SYMPOSIUM
Wednesday, November 29, 1989
Southwest Florida Regional
Medical Center Auditorium
5:30 p.m,

Registration
Light Snack

6-9 p,m,

Program - Video with
Physician Facllltator,
Stephen R. Zellner, M,D.

Cost:

$ 50.00 Member
$100.00 Non-Member

HRS LEE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH UNIT
REPORTED CASES OF
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

ROBERT C. GOETHE, M.D.
Dr. Robert C. Goethe was born
in Fort Dix, New Jersey. He
received his medical degree from
the University of Florida in
Gainesville. He completed his
internship at the University of
Alabama in Birmingham, Alabama, and his residency at the
University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida.
Dr. Goethe will be practicing
Anesthesiology at 2472 Congress
Street with Garrett & Associates.

Cynthia E. Upton, R.N.
Total as of JUNE 1989
Total
This
Year

oisEASE

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome {AIDS)
Campylobacteriosis
Chancrold
Giard Iasis
Gonorrhea
Hepatitis A (Infectious)
Hepatitis B (Serum)
Mlnlngltls, Aseptic
Minlngltls, Haemophllus Influenza
Mlnlngltls, Menlngococcal {Nelsserla)
Meningitis, Streptococcus Pneumonlae
Meningitis, Group B Streptococcus
Meningococcal Primary Bactermia (H-Flu)
Mumps
Pertussis
Salmonellosls
Shigellosls
Syphilis
Tuberculosis
Vibrio Infections
PPNG
Malaria
Kawaski Disease
Influenza A (Confirmed)
Influenza B (Confirmed)

Total
Same
Time
Last Vear

60
22
114

37
35

8

11
642
3
22
11
6
5
3
3

473
15
17
7
3

3
2
2
18
5
149
14

2
18
5
206
10
1
59

8
4
1
1
1

Approved for 3 hours CME Credit
LOWELL L. HART, M.D.

Controversies In Neurology
PHYSICIANS IN
THE NEWS

September 22-24, 1989
Sonesta Sanibel Harbour Resort

CONGRATULATIONS Ill

For Family Practice, Primary Care, all other physicians,
and physician assistants interested in neuroscience.

(Please send your
newsworthy Items
to the Medical Society office.)
VINCENT J. BELCASTRO,
M.D. was recently appointed a
three-year term as Cancer Liaison Physician for the Cancer Program ai Cape Coral Hospital. The
Cancer Liaison Program is an
integral part of the Commission
on Cancer of the American College of Surgeons.

Coriference fee discount available for all members of the
Lee County Medi.cal Society.
For more information, call Louise Shelton, Director of
Neurological Services at 939-8478.
~~

t J

4•

••I
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.

Southwest Rorlda

Southwest Florida ~ii.'"
Regional Medical Center

Neurological Institute

~

Dr. Lowell L. Harl was born in
New York City, New York. He
received his medical degree from
Syracuse Update New York
Medical Center in Syracuse, New
York. He completed his internship and residency at the University of Miami Hospital in Miami,
Florida. Dr. Lowell also attended
a fellowship at Duk·e University
Medical Center in HematologyOncology in Durham, North
Carolina.
Dr. Hart Is practicing
Hematology-Oncology at 3840
Broadway with Drs. Harwin,
Teufel & Reeves at Associates In
Hematology-Oncology.
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WHAT'S NEW?

CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS

EAST·POINTE HOSPITAL
East Pointe Hospital Accreditation Proved Key to Quality

East Pointe Hospital has achieved accreditation from the Joint Commission of Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, Chicago, as the
result of its demonstrated compliance with the Joint Commission's
nationally recognized healthcare standards. The Joint Commission onsite survey of East Pointe Hospital occured in November 1988.
East Pointe Hospital has been continually accredited by the Joint
Commission since its first survey In 1971. Formed in 1951, the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations is dedicated to
improving the quality of healthcare through voluntary accreditation.

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
Space Age Technology in Fort Myers

NASA recently announced a new medical facility aboard a U.S. spacecraft to provide in-flight preventative, diagnostic and therapeutic treatment to astronauts. The same lab equipment that will be used In space Is
now used at Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center! "The Center",
says Phil Lotti, Administrative Director of Laboratory Services, "has
taken a giant leap in technology from just two years ago. We're using the
same technology that NASA is putting Into outer space."
Two of Eastman Kodak's 700 XR blood analysers, interfacing with the
laboratory information computer, puts Southwest Florida Regional
Medical Center on the cutting edge of technology. The use of computer
read bar coding virtually eliminates errors in matching chemistry results
to patients. Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center is one of two
healthcare facilities nationwide using this particular system.
The Kodak system uses dry chemicals rather than liquid reagents. This
results in less chemical waste, reduced storage space and longer shelf
stability of chemicals. This test system is very precise as well as cost
effective.

FOR LEASE • PRIME LOCATION:
Broadway-Carrell Medical Complex 2380 sq. ft. redecorated. 4 Exam Rooms, 4
Restrooms, lab, offices. Can be used as 2
separate offices. Call Cindy at936-4421 or
Donna at 481-2634.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classlfled Ads are only for Physician Members
of the Society's use.

FOR SALE: Good quality used
examination tables, excellent price. Gall
936-1418 for information.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE, good location, Del Prado Blvd., Cape Coral. Gall
542-2020.

MEDICAL OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE
December 1989. 3200 sq. ft. Prime
Broadway location, recently remodeled.
Ready for occupancy. Call 936-3771.

MEDICAL OFFICE FOR RENT: 3,500 sq.
ft. - Central Ave., available July 1990. Call
Ors. Sweet, Ball or Mantell - 939-1700.

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.
CALL US TODAY.
•
•
•
•

Medical Collection Specialists
Member Florida Collectors Assn.
Full Skiptracing Services
Experienced and Professionally
Trained Collectors
• Serving Florida for 20 Years

Lee 275-8030

•

•
•
•
•

Fully Insured
Member American Collectors Assn.
Bonded Forwarding Agent
Regular Progress Updates Available Upon Request
• Cardless Computer System

Charlotte 637-7444

•

Collier 598-2026

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
12995 Cleveland Ave., #283 P.O. Box 06133

..

~~

~
~

United Health Care
~ Services, Inc.
~

ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM

• Home N Therapy AVanabte
• SpeclaUsts In Mastectomy flnlngs 8.

• 24-Hour. 7 Days a Week Emergency
Servfce

Supplies
• Diabetic Supply Center

• Free Delivery&. Pick-up
Resplrnrory Therapist On Staff
• RN.

• Direct Medicare &. Insurance 811!1ng
• Rentals, Sales. Service • All the Medfcal
Equipment You Need

At No Charge
• Complete line Of Oxygen&..
Respiratory Equipment

a..

SERVING All OF S,W, FLORIDA

IN MEMORIAM

1-800-282-6361

3805 Fowler Street, Suite 3
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

(813) 936-1800

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
ELOISE CARLSON
June 29, 1913 - August 5, 1989

Eloise M. Carlson, Vice Chairman of the Lee Memorial Hospital
Board of Directors, died August 5,
1989 at her home in Cape Coral.
She was a visionary, an innovator and a catalyst, serving both
her hospital and her community.
Representing District 1, Ms.
Carlson had been a member of
the publicly elected hospital
board of directors since 1973. She
was chairman from 1984 to 1989.
She was also a member of the
board of Lee Healthcare
Resources, a non-profit organization of community leaders committed to
the continued viability of Lee Memorial Hospital and involved in the planning of HealthPark Florida.
Ms. Carlson was a retired commander from the United States Navy
Nurse Corps and served 10 years as executive director of the Lee Mental
Health Association.
"Eloise had a vision that Lee Memorial Hospital should be the premier
Health Care Delivery Organization in Southwest Florida and that Lee
Memorial should truly be representative of the people, for the people and
governed by the people. She worked very hard to assure her vision was
achieved. As we reflect upon he rover 16 years of leadership to this hospital, we can truly see that Eloise Carlson's vision is being fulfilled each
day. It is our responsibility to maintain that success. Eloise will be
missed."
Jim Nathan, President, Lee Memorial Hospital

Just the

No matler whol size your practice, Paul Revere can put together
a Disability Income plan suited precisely to your needs.

prescription
for your income
protection needs.

With America's most complete line of indiVldual and group
Income protection products, we can recommend one.
ln fact, an Individual-group "combination" plan can protect
more o! your Income - at a lower cost - than you might have
thought possible.
No matter what your plan looks like, you can count on such
reatures as:
• up to W/r discount to members or group practices,
• "own 0CU1patlon" coverage that protects your medical
specially.
• non-cancellable protection at guaranteed premium rates
• n 1 or 3 year premium refund benefit rider pays you back
every 5 years Ir you stay healthy.
For detalls, contact the Disabllity Income specialists al Paul
Revere's Fort Myers Regional Office

Paul Revere
Insurance Group

maf:i:m

11595 Kelly Road • Sulte IOl
Fort Myers, FL 33908 • (813) 466-2070

Anton F. Caluslc
Senior Representative

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO.,

P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELING
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERREO COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEM'S REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOY.EE PRODUCTIVITY• CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW
8211 College Parkway • Fort Myers, Florida • 482-5522

THE BULLETIN

PAGE FOUR

September, 1989

OF THE LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

Between The
Covers

In a special way which would then
be run each month as updates to
Med line are compiled. The results
of the search would be mailed to
the Medical Library monthly. Ask
the Medical Library for more
information (334-5410). and get
the very latest information available on your topic.

Sue Felber, Librarian

NEW SERVICE OFFERED

The Medical Library is now
offering a new current awareness
service, selective dissemination
of Information (SDI). This service
matches a user's search against
each new update of the Medllne
file. For example, someone doing
on-going research on a specific
topic of disease could ask for SDI
service on this. A computer
search would be entered through
the National Library of Medicine

LIBRARY RE-ARRANGEMENT

Please pardon the confusion in
the Medical Library. All books are
now located together in the south
2 ranges of shelving. All journals
are being moved to the northern
two thirds of the library. Please
ask if you have trouble locating
what you need.

By Design, A Better Place to Live

_ml

• Conwnientlylocated 1-milesouthoFColonlalBlvd.
on sum merlin Road - near hospiials, businesses,
a great school district and shopping

CARILLON
WOODS

• 'Jennls courts and a private playground
• Stre~tlights and sidewalks allow safe walking,
Jogging, or biking
• Curwd streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wall increase neighborhood security

P.O. Box 06207

Ft. Myers, Fl 33906

(813) 489-4544
FLORIDA RESORT .,

• Di:,;tinctin· single family homt.' site.

DEVELOPMENT PRCWlRTIES. t!',;C.
REALTOR

O.P.T.I.O.JV. Care.

NEW VIDEOCASSETTES
Eating Disorders: Detection and
Treatment
Mlcrovascular Free Flaps:
Current Progress in Reconstruclive Surgery
The Promise and Problems on
Monoclonal Antibodies
Hypercholesterolemia: Reducing
the Risk
NEW BOOKS
Community and Home Health
Nursing, by Ann R. Liebermann
CHECK-OUT SYSTEM

In order to comply with Florida
Statute 257.261, the circulation
records of the library will be con-

PAIN CONTROL

e

e _TPN e

fi1=-(I

FLORIDA PHYSICIANS INSURANCE COMPANY

Sponsored by. the Florida Medical Association.

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION
Providing Complete Therapy Services
•
•
•
•
•
•

HYDRATION

S,W, ft's Leading Clinical Team
Bf

Dietitians

275-7997
2830 Winkler A'Ve., Suite 112, ft, l\lyers, FL 33901

3666 Tamlaml Trail No.
Suite 102
Naples, fl, 33940

21202 Olean Blvd., D·l
Pt, Charlotte, fL 33952

743·0522

261-6353

'{ach\ C\Ub
a\Palm
Ro'/ coc1<talls 6:30
.
7 ·00 p,M,

o1nner ·

••sER '\8, '\989
SEP'fE..,
10P\C:

"Med\c\ne/Washin9

ton see

ne"

SPEAKER:
D
Windom, M, '
Rober \ E•

PLEASE\\\
"DINNER B'i ONL'I"
RESERV 1>.T\ONS

Physical & Speech Therapy
Sports & Occupational Therapy
Hand Rehabilitation
Biodex Testing
Social Services
Dietary Services

Greg and Angela Collins, Owners_....,,.,,,,.,_......,.,,,,.__,...__.,.__,...__...._..
FORT MYERS 3594 Broadway, Suite IID
CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Ter., Suite IIC
NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N., Suite 11202

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 06041
Fort Myers, Florida 33906-6041

MEDl~:~T~~~IE"f'I

COPY
DEADLINE
15th OF MONTH

For more information, call 1-800-342-8349.

ENTERAL NUTRITION

of Registered Pharmacists, RIY's,

••••••••••

Professional.
Responsive. Reliable.
Ready to serve you.

of Southwest Florida

HOME l.V. ANTIOBIOTICS

sidered confidential. Therefore, a
new check-out system is in effect.
To check-out library materials,
please ask for assistance at the
library desk or see information
placed on the desk after hours.

275-3432
772-5868
263-8339

Bulk Rate

U.S. Poslaga
PAID
Ft. Myers, FL
Permit No. 534

LEE COUNN
MEDICAL
SOCIEN
THE VOICE OF LEE COUNlY MEDICINE
VOLUME 11, NO. 6

October, 1989

Fort Myers, Florida
John W. Snead, M.D., Editor

OCTOBER
MEETING

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

Tired of political talks? Tired of
medical talks?
Come to the next meeting to learn
about nature In LEE COUNTY.
Our speaker will be JIM
REYNOLDS of the Nature Center of
Lee County.
He will talk about the endangered
species In Florida, complete with live
bald eagle, snakes and an alligator.

MEDICAL SOCIETY
MEETING
Royal Palm
Yacht Club
Cocktails 6:30
Dinner 7:00 P.M.

JOSEPH P, WALKER, M.D..

SPEAKER:
Jim Reynolds

"DINNER BY
RESERVATIONS ONLY"

PLEASE!!!
L.C.M,S. Membera: All reservations must be
made by Friday noon before lhe Meeting on
Monday. Cancellations should be no later

than noon on Monday. The Society must pay
lor all reservations made,

ANNUAL
RISK

MANAGEMENT
CONFERENCE
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 21, 1989 ·
7:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
at
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
REGIONAL MEDICAL
CENTER AUDITORIUM
Contact LCMS Office
for more information.

"FMA

WORKS
YOU!"

FOR

DO YOU WORK FOR THI: FMA?
Your Lee County Medical Society
Delegates to the Florida Medical Association (FMA) attended the annual
meeting from Thursday, August 31st
through Sunday, September 3rd. The
delegates and alternates attending
were Lee Howington, Larry Garrett,
Kim Spear, Steve Levine, Valerie
Moore, Rodger Shaver, Bob Arnall,
Sam Knight, George Ka/emeris, Steve
West and myself. The highlight of the
FMA meeting was the fnstallatlon of
Dr. Kay K. Hanley as President. We
expect that she will be a fine leader for
the FMA over the upcoming year. A
full slate of officers was elected by the
delegates at the meeting. A I/st of
those elected may be obtained from
Ann Wilke.
Numerous Issues were discussed In
the working sessions at the House of
Delegates, the Reference Committees
and the Caucus meetings. The Southwest Florida Caucus Included Lee,
Coll/er, Sarasota, Charlotte, Manatee,
and Hendry counties. This caucus
allowed a discussion of Issues In a
smaller group format. Much of the discuss/on/debate on Issues and resolutions is done In one of five "Reference
Committees". The Reference Committees then make recommendations to
the House of Delegates. Ffnal debate
(Conllnued on page 2)

REFLECTIONS

113th ANNUAL MEETING

F.L. Howington, M.D.

Your Delegates were actively
involved as RepresentativesofLCMSat
the 113th Annual Meeting of the FMA.
Two members of our county served on
Reference Committees. Lee Howington, Reference Committee Ill and Sam
Knight, Reference Committee IV. Also
present were Ors. Larry Garrett, T.T.
Knight, Steven Levine, Rodger Shaver,
Kim Spear, Joe Walker, Bob Arnall,
George Kalemerls, Valerie Moore,
Steve West and Yours Truly. Other
members of our Society attended various specialty society meetings.
In order to fully understand and
appreciate the dedication, hard work
and success of the leadership of the
FMA, it Is imperative that you attend the
FMA meetings. Discuss this with your
delegates. Plan to become involved. It's
educational and rewarding.

TheweekofOctober1-7, 1989wlllbe
proclaimed Certified Nurse/Mid-wife
Appreciation week. Lee County is fortunate to have an extemely successful
Improved pregnancy outcome program of which Certified Nurse/Midwives are a vital part.
It is appropriate to reflect on the
"sweat, blood and tears" with a sprinkling of well-timed luck, that were a
necessary part In developing this program. This also reminds us that things
great and small can be accomplished
with determination.
From 1970-76 it was becoming
Increasingly apparent that Southwest
Florida was experiencing one of the
worst perinatal outcome statistics in
the state, while Florida itself was ranked
36 nationally.
In 1974, through the efforts of many
diverse sectors of our local community,
the first formal resolution of this problem was developed. Over the next three
years, extensive efforts to obtain fundIng were to no avail. Then In 1977,
federal funding, specifically earmarked
for Improved pregnancy outcome programs, was made available.
We were off and running. We
thoughtllll .
Although we had an approved,
Improved pregnancy outcome program and adequate funding In 1978, we
were unable to obtain hospital privileges for the actively participating certified nurse/mid-wives. This was necessary In order to assure a continuity of
care of the Improved pregnancy outcome patients.
The position of the hospital administrator at that time was that "mid-wife
deliveries were a moral, ethical and
legal travesty" and lhat "the hospital
would not become Involved In the
Immorality of allowing physicians to
shirk their responsibility."
For the next several months we were
unable to gain access for certified
nurse/mid-wives practicing within the
hospital. During this time the certified
nurse/mid-wives worked in the Lee
County Health Department, as well in
the outlying counties with remarkable
Improvement In the perinatal statistics
in our area.
If It were not for a change in the hospital administration, the program would
have remained status quo, but In 1985
the certified nurse/mid-wives obtained
hospital privileges and have been workIng within the hospital since that time.
In October of 1988 they were also
allowed to practice within the Cape
Coral Hospital.
Since the certified nurse/mid-wives
have been allowed to practice full cycle
care (i.e. prenatal care, delivery, postpartum and family planning), local perl-

Francis L. Howington, M.D.

OCTOBER 16, 1989
TOPIC:
"Nature in Lee County"

FMA

REFERENCE COMMITTEE I
HEALTH AND EDUCATION
Valerie C. Moore, M.D.
Being a delegate to the Florida
Medical Association was very enlightening regarding the process of change
in organized medicine. I was a representative of Lee County at the Committee on Health and Education. The most
significant resolution from this meeting
was the resolution that the FMA and the
AMA take whatever action might be
necessary to restore full deductibility of
Interest paid on health education loans.
Personally, I wish there had been more
statewide press coverage on the Interest and concerns of physicians at the
FMA meeting. I would ask every physician to come observe the process and
attend either a Florida Medical Association or American Medical Association
meeting.
I thank the membership for allowing
me to have the opportunity to be a
delegate.
REFERENCE COMMITTEE II
PUBLIC POLICY
T.T, (Sam) Knight, M.D.
The FMA began a membership
recruitment campaign "I'll Get One" of
which all delegates were asked to participate. I was amazed at the number of
physicians In Lee County who do not
support organized medicine on the
local, state and national level. We need
a strong professional organization and
I would urge each of you to belong to
the AMA and to recruit any new physician In Lee County to belong to our
local association,
Resolution 89-1: Tobacco Usage Adopted - Tobacco Usage Resolution
by the Lee County Medical Society to
have FMA place this as a high risk prlor(Conllnued on page 2)

(Conunued on page 2)
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(Continued from Page 1)

and action Is undertaken by the full
delegate membership in the House of
Delegates.
Numerous Issues and resolutions
came before the House. These issues
ranged from Internal "housekeeping"
matters such as FMA organization and
expenditures to FMA positions on
health, Medicare and I/ability matters.
A Lee County resolution recommending that the FMA encourage
Jeg/slatlon that would keep cigarette
vending machines away from areas
accessible to minors passed unanimously. This unanimous delegate
vote Indicated a strong affirmation of
the concept of trying to limit access to
cigarette and tobacco products by
minors. This resolution was Inspired
by Dr. Geel/ Beehler.
All members should be aware that
any relevant subject they wish to put
before the House of Delegates can be
written In the form of a resolution and
w/11 be discussed In the Reference
Committee and on the floor at the full
House of Delegates. Any Lee County
Med/ca/ Soo/ety/FMA member can
attend the FMA meetings. Many specialty societies send representatives. If
you have any specific stands on
Issues, focal or national, you can
request that the FMA discuss these
and take appropriate stand or action.
Additionally, you can address the
Reference Committee and House of
Delegates in regards to the Issues.
Therefore, If you are angry, frustrated
or feel strongly about a subject, you
CAN be heard. You may be able to

THE BULLETIN
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have the FMA affirm your position and
take action which you recommend.
The FMA Is a large organization, but
a democratic one. There Is opportunity for Individual member Input and
the organization tries to be as responsive as possible. Obviously, no large
organization with thousands of members can please everybody, and there
are /Imitations as to what the FMA can
aooompllsh. However, It Is Inspiring to
know that you are welcome, and even
encouraged, to go to the annual meeting. You can address the entire House
of Delegates or buttonhole one of the
officers, Including the President, and
put forth your message.
This organization /s working for all
of us. Those people most active In it
are truly dedicated to making It work
as well as possible for all of us.
I have heard some members say that
the FMA really doesn't do very much. I
disagree. However, -if you do feel that
the FMA is not performing as well as
you would like, •• WHAT HA VE YOU
DONE TO TRY TO RECTIFY THAT?
Youcancometothemeetlng. Youcan
put forth a resolution requiring the
FMA to take a stand on an issue or pursue specific course of action, You can
express your thoughts and feelings to
the entire FMA Delegate membership.
Did you make the effort? If not, then
whose fault Is it if the FMA isn't as responsive to your specific wishes and
desires as you would like???
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

FMA ANNUAL MEETING
(Continued from Page 1)

lty and to work with the Legislature to
limit lhe availability of tobacco to
adolescents.
Resolution 89-19: Training of Child
Abuse Investigators • Adopted - This
was one of the most controversial and
highly discussed resolutions. The resolution's intent is for physicians to have
CME specifically in child abuse as·well
as social workers, administrators and
ancillary personnel.
Resolution 89-47: Tobacco-free
American Hospitals• Adopted - FMA
advocates that all hospitals in Florida
Interdict tobacco use by January 1,
1991.
Resolution 89-24 and 89-44: Diabetic
Referred to the FMA
Retlnopathy •
Board for further study. This resolution
opposed Optometrists managing and
treating this disease.
(Editor's Note: Dr. Knight was
appointed to serve on this Reference
Committee by the Speaker of the
House.)
REFERENCE COMMITTEE Ill
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
F. L. Howington, M.D.
Reference Committee II considered
a multitude of housekeeping chores
and Board of Governors' reports.
Resolutions of significance were as
follows:
Resolution 89-28: Dues Assessments
Study alternative methods of
financing future legislative campaigns
to avert member assessments.
Resolutlon 89-45: Attorney
Conlingency Fees •
Study a
Constitutional Amendment, similar to
California's Proposition 106, to limit
attorney contingency fees.
Resolution 89-54 and 89-55: FMA
Not
Physician Executive Director •
adopted - this decision was based on
Ad-Hoo Committee on Operations
report • this will be addressed again
next year.
(Editor's Note: Dr. Howington was

appointed to serve on this Reference
Committee by the Speaker of the
House.)
REFERENCE COMMITTEE V
MEDICAL ECONOMICS .
Rodger W. Shaver, M.D.

The meetings in Orlando this year
were less emotional than In the past two
years, perhaps because there was no
galvanizing Issue like Amendment 10.
The meeting was interesting nonetheless and the Medical Economics Reference Committee considered several
reports to the Board of Governors and
discussed several resolutions relating
to our PRO and to our Medicare intermediary, Blue Cross/Blue _S_hleld.
Understanding and ant1c1patlng the
actions of the Florida PRO (the Professional Foundation for Health Care of
PFHC, Inc.) Is difficult because it Is
directed by the federal level Health
Care Financing Administration (HCFA)
which essentially consists of a bureaucracy which is charged with interpretIng and codifying the intent of
Congress In managing Medicare funds.
HCFA Is answerable only to Congress
and even that can take time. PFHC, Inc.,
our Tampa based PRO, was awarded
the contract to provide chart review by
HCFA. (PFHC, Inc. ls In turn monitored
by a "super PRO" based in Atlanta
which reports back to HCFA, thus
keeping the PFHC, Inc. on a short
leash. PFHC, Inc. recently entered Into
a new contract termed the Third Scope
of Work with HCFA. These new contract regulations will expand the work
of PFHC, Inc. beyond the current
review of inpatient charts for "level of
service" criteria to Include review of
both ambulatory and Inpatient charts
for quality of service provided. This
means PFHC, Inc. will begin reviewing
office charts using generic screens to
evaluate for quality of care. This p_rogram is termed the Quality Intervention
Program (QIP) and will assign poln\s
for quality deficiencies based on their
perceived severity.
Physicians who exceed certain levels
of points might be required to take
CME, be considered for Medicare sanction or referred to the Department of
Professional Regulation which could
consider discipline pertaining to state
licensure.
To date the AMA and the FMA have
been able to delay the start of these
reviews while efforts are made to modify the procedure to allow.proper peer
review by specialty and to allow "due
process" in appealing prelimln~ry
adverse rulings. The FMA Is following
this process and will turn to the Courts
if necessary to stop an unfair system
from further damaging the physician/patient relationship.
Resolutions discussed by this Reference Committee which were passed by
the House of Delegates Included the
following:
Resolution 89-5: Resolves to establish a reporting system on PRO denials
and quality point assessments so that
County societies and the FMA can
monitor the effectiveness of the PFHC,
Inc.
Resolution 89-8 Re-affirms FMA
endorsement of voluntary Medicare
Courtesy Card programs which would
identify the Indigent elderly to allow
physicians to accept assignment on a
selective basis.
Resolution 89-25: Resolves to work
through the AMA and the Florida Congressional delegation to restore reimbursement for multiple nursing home
visits to previous levels.
Resolution 89-42: Resolves to chastise Blue Cross/Blue Shield for incompetence In handling claims and to
establish a committee to work with the
carrier to correct deficiencies, and if
this falls, to request HCFA to remove
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Blue Cross/Blue Shield as the fiscal
Intermediary.
Resolution 89-78: Resolves to
oppose HCFA requirements to include
the referring physician's Medicare Provider number on bills for ancillary services. If this Is instituted, the FMAshould
Include Medical Provider numbers in
the Florida Medical Directory.
Resolution 89-86: Resolves to have
the FMA work to repeal a 1979 HRS
administrative ruling (iOD-41.092)
which states that physicians cannot
charge more for a laboratory test than
venlpuncture cost and the actual laboratory charge, Further resolves to have
the FMA meet with Insurance companies to discuss physician objections to
the rule and to unannounced audits to
check compliance with the rule.

REFLECTIONS
(Conllnuad from Page 1)

natal outcome statistics have continued to improve dramatically.
1975
1987
24.3
10.6
Infant Mortallly
Neonatal Mortallly
18.8
7.4
This was a long struggle. As usual,
with most successes, this was accomplished only through the unselfish
cooperative efforts of many people with
the remarkable attitude to never give
up. Most notable were: Bessie Fowler,
Nursing Director, Lee County Health
Department; Sister Bernice Buckley,
CNMW Director; Mark Able, District VI
HSA· Frank DIPlaoido, D.D.S. and
Joseph Lawrence, M.D., Director, Lee
County Health Department. Salutel
It is important that we reflect _on the
above at this time, and that during the
week of October 1-7, 1989 we pay tribute to the Certified Nurse/Mid-wives
In their role of Improving the health of
mothers and infants In the past, as well
as In the future. We look forward to a
continuing working relationship and
expect that over the next several years
we will be blessed with continued
improvement In the perinatal outcome
In our area.

NOT ABLE EVENTS
AND ACHIEVEMENTS
The Florida Chapter of the American College of Physicians will have
their regional meeting at the Peabody
Hotel - Orlando, November 4-5, 1989.
"New Concepts & Controversies in
Internal Medicine" has been designated for 8 Category I credit hours.
For further information, call (904)
389-2918.

.. .

The Lee County Medical Society
was recognized at the FMA Good
Government Luncheon for outstanding achievement In recruitment of
FLAMPAC membership with 51.1%.
We received 2nd place.

. ..

AMA's Division of Health Science
has published physician guidelines
on HIV Blood test counseling. A
shortened version is available upon
request from the Society Office:

. ..

Mrs. Elizabeth (John) Kagan was
elected First Vice President of the
Florida Medical Association Auxiliary
at their Annual Meeting In Orlando.
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PHYSICIANS IN
THE NEWS

CLASSIFIED ADS

CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Cla&sllled Ads are only for Physician Members
of the Society's use.

EAST POINTE HOSPITAL

(Please send your
newsworthy items
to the Medical Society office)

WHAT'S NEW?
EAST POINTE HOSPITAL'S HMR-1-- WEIGHT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Beginning in mid-October, East Pointe Hospital will Implement a comprehensive program for the treatment of medically at-risk obese patients. The program
consists of a medically supervised very low calorie diet (VLDC) of 520 calories per
day and an Intensive educational/behavioral component.
To qualify for admission into this high risk obesity treatment program, patients
must be 20% or more above their ideal body weight. A physician's referral Is preferred, but not required. For more information, please contact Ms. Kay_ Jordan,
R.D., at 369-LITE.

.

.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE, good loca•
tlon, Del Prado Blvd., Cape Coral. Call

542-2020,

JERRY BOLAND, M.D. has been
elected to the Board of Directors of
the Florida Academy of Family
Physicians.

sq.
ft. - Central Ave., available July 1990, Call
Ors. Sweet, Ball or Mantell - 939-1700.

MEDICAL OFFICE FOR RENT: 3,500

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.
CALL US TODAY.

EASTE POINTE HOSPITAL'S PULMONARY REHABILITATION PROGRAM

East Pointe Hospital Is pleased to announce the opening of a Pulmonary Rehabilitation Program. We will offer both an inpatient and outpatient program. The
Inpatient program will assist the COPD patient in maintaining optimum health
through self care. The outpatient program will be a multi-disciplinary approach to
education, breathing retraining, emotional support and a graded exercise conditioning program.
Patients must be referred to this program by their primary physician, who
remains responsible for their care and will receive periodic reports on their
patient's progress at regular intervals.
For more information and/or to refer patients, please contact Diane WIiiiams,
RRT, at 369-2101, extension 2512 or 3500.

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
LEE MEMORIAL RECEIVES FULL ACCREDITATION
Lee Memorial Hospital has achieved full accreditation from the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organization {JCAHO), Chicago, as a result
of its demonstrated compliance with the Joint Cbmmission's nationally recognized healthcare standards. The JCAHO on-site survey of Lee Memorial
occurred in April. Lee Memorial received accreditation for three years.
For the second consecutive survey, the Lee Memorial Hospital Medical Staff
received no contingencies In the survey. There were, in fact, few general recommendations from the survey. Medical Staff Director, Robert E. Arnall, M.D., commended the leadership of the various Medical Staff Committees, as well as the
entire Medical Staff, for their professional diligence which contributed to this
superb evaluation by the JCAHO.
Florida Health Care and Florida Home Health, Lee Memorlal's home health
agencies, also receive a three-year accreditation, following a survey in March,
making them the only fully accredited home health agencies in the area. The
home health agencies voluntarily submitted to the accreditation process to
assure that the same high quality of care provided within the hospital would be
continued In the home health care setting.
The JCAHO evaluates and accredits healthcare organizations nationwide.
Formed in 1951, the Joint Commission is dedicated to improving the quality of
healthcare through voluntary accreditation.

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
EIGHTH ANNUAL CARDIOLOGY UPDATE

The Eighth Annual Cardiology Update will be held December 71 8 and 9 at
Sonesta Sanibel Harbour Resort. A distinguished faculty of cardiologists and
medical professors from across the United States will present a wide range of
topics.
Twelve hours of post graduate education credit have been applied for and
include medical doctors, osteopathic physicians, nurses and physicians'
assistants.
Registration fees are $250 for physicians, and $100 for others, If postmarked
before October 30, After October 30, registration will be $300 and $125,
respectively.
For Information about accommodations at Sonesta Sanibel Harbour Resort,
call 466-4000.
NEW SENIOR VP/COO
JOINS SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center welcomes David M. Snyder as the
hospital's new Senior Vice President/Chief Operating Officer. Mr. Snyder brings
fifteen years of hospital experience to the Center, where he will coordinate day to
day operations of the entire facility. He describes the hospital as "a positive environment" where the staff seems very proud of where they work. His goal Is to keep
Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center on the leading edge of modern
healthcare.
Mr. Snyder received his bachelor of science degree from the United States MIiitary Academy In West Point, New York, and his masters degree in Hospital
Administration from Cornell University. Most recently he was Vice President at
Jewish Hospital In Louisville, Kentucky.

•
•
•
•

Medical Collection Specialists
Member Florida Collectors Assn.
Full, Sklptracing Services
Experienced and Professionally
Trained Collectors
• Serving Florida for 20 Years

Lee 275-8030

•

•
•
•
•

Fully Insured
Member American Collectors Assn.
Bonded Forwarding Agent
Regular Progress Updates Available Upon Request
• Cardless Computer System

Charlotte 637-7444

•

Collier 598-2026

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
12995 Cleveland Ave., ff283 P.O. Box 06133

~~ United Health Care

~

~ Services, Inc.

~.~

ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM
• Home r,/ Therapy AvaUable
• Speclallsts In Mastec1omy f!Ulngs &.
Supplies
• Dlabettc Supply Center
• Direct Medicare&. lnsurMce BIiiing

• Rentals, S~es, Service • All rhe Medlcal
Equipment You Need

1-800-282-636 I

Just the

• 24-Hour, 7 Days a Week Emergency
Service
• Free Delivery&. Pick-up
• R.N. &. Resp!ratmy Therapist On Staff
At No Charge
• Complete Une Of Oxygen &.
Resptratory Equipment

SERVING ALL OF S.W. FLORIDA
3805 Fowler Street, Suite 3
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

prescription
for your income
protection needs.

(813) 936-1800

No matter what size your practice. Paul Revere can put together
a Disablllly Income plan suited precisely to your needs.
Wllh America's most complete line of lnd!vldual and group
Income protection products, we can recommend one.
In fact, an indivldual-group "comblnatio/1" plan can protect
more of your income - al a lower cost - lhan you might have
thought possible.
No maller what your plan looks like, you can count on such
features as:
• up to IS'/, discount to members of group practices,
• "own ocropallon" coverage that protects your medical
specialty,
• non-cancellable protection at guarallteed premium rates
• u 1·or 3 year premium refund benefit rider pays you back
every 5 years If you stay hcallhy,
For details, contact the Dlsablllly Jncome.spedalists at Paul
Revere's Fort Myers Regional Otnce
11595 Kelly Road • Sult~ 101
Fort Myers, FL 33908 • (813) 466-2070

Anion F. Caluslc
Senior Representative

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO.,

P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELINi;
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERRl,;:D COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEM'S REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY • CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW
8211 College Parkway • Fort Myers, Florida • 482-5522
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CUMULATIVE CASES OF AIDS
BY TRANSMISSION CATEGORY
FOR FLORIDA AND THE UNITED STATES (3/1/89)
TranamlHlon Category
Homosexual/Bisexual
Men

Florida Cases

(%)

U.S. Cases

(%)

3,672

(54)

52,758

(62)

Intravenous (IV)
Drug Users

1,211

(18)

17,226

(20)

Homosexual/Bisexual
& IV Drug Users

437

(6)

8,140

(7)

Hemophiliac/
Coagulation Disorder
Heterosexual Contact

37

(1)

831

(1)

926

(14)

3,792

(4)
(2)

Transfusion with Blood/
Blood Products
Undetermined
Total

209

(3)

2,136

325

(5)

2,873

(3)

61817

(100)

851756

(100)

By Design, A Better Place to Live
• con~nientlylocated 1-milesouthofcolonialBlvd.
on Summerlin Road - near hospitals, businesses,
a great school district and shopping
• 'lennis courts and a private playground
• Stre~tlights and sidewalks allow sefe walking,
jogging, or biking
• curved streets and cul-de-sac; enclosed by a
separation wall increase neighborhood security

_ .

CARILLON
WOODS
P.O. Box 06207
Ft. Myers, FL 33906

(813) 489-4544
FLORIDA RESORT 1'
DEVELOPMENT PROPERTIES. INC.
REALTOR

• Distinrtil't' single fami_l)' homt' silt'.

O.P.T.I.O.JV. Care.

BIOHAZARDOUS
WASTE
The Lee County Public Health Unit
will be working with physicians to
comply with the code.
Biohazardous waste, by definition,
is any solid waste or liquid waste
present which may present a threat of
Infection to humans.
Florida Administrative Code,
Chapter 10D-104, Is responsible for
prescribing minimum sanitary practices relating to the segregation,
handling, labeling, storage, treatment and disposal of blohazardous
waste.
The Lee County Public Health Unit
Is responsible for seeing that the

standards of this code are met locally.
I am Susan Godley, Environmental
Specialist In charge of this program.
If I may be of assistance, feel free to
phone me at 332-9556,
The code further states that If blohazardous waste is mixed with
hazardous waste then the waste also
falls under the requirements of the
Department of Environmental Regulations. Phone 332-2667, and Bill
Krumholtz or Tim McMullen will be
able to assist you.
Sincerely,

~~~
Environmental Specialist

Professional.
Responsive. Reliable.
Ready to serve you.
For more information, call 1-800-342-834!:!.

rim~CI
FLORIDA PHYSICIANS INSURANCE COMPANY

Sponsored by the Florida Medical Association.

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION
Providing Complete Therapy Services

of Southwest Florida

HOMt l,V, ANTIOBIOTICS • TPN
PAIN CONTROL

e

e

•
•
•
•
•
•

HYDRATtON

J:NTERAL NUTRITION

S,W, l'L's Leading Clinical Team
ofRegistered Phannaclsts, RIY's, lit Dietitians

275-7997
2830 Winkler Ave,. Suite 112, Fl, tllyers, FL 33901
3666 Tamlaml Trail No,
Sultel02
Naples, FL 339/JO

261-fi.353

21202 Olean Blvd,. D•1
Pl, Charlotte, fl, 33952

743-0522

10P\C:

"Na\ure In

ue coun\y"

PLEASE\\\
"D\tU-&ER 8"1 oNLV"
RESERVATIONS

_.....,,,._....,.,,,._....,_.....,..,._.-'Ill!.,.

Greg and Angela Collins, Owners ....

FORT MYERS 3 594 Broadway, Suite !ID
CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Ter., Suite !IC
NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N.• Suite 11202

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 06041
Fort Myers, Florida 33906-6041

oc-rosER '\6, '\989

Physical & Speech Therapy
Sports & Occupational Therapy
Hand Rehabilitation
Biodex Testing
Social Services
Dietary Services

275-3432

m-ss6s
263-8339

Bull-, Rate
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PAID
Fl. Myers, FL
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NOVEMBER
MEETING

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

opinions regarding the neurologlc
Injured baby fund that physicians have
to subscribe to and pay Into. I recently
got my notice for my $250 this year and

BUSINESS WORKSHOP
Mr. Duane Kellerwlll speak to uson
how to: Improve Time Management,
Motivation of P-ersonnel and
Communications.

MEDICAL SOCIETY
MEETING
Royal Palm
Yacht Club

Cocktails 6:30
JOSEPH P. WALKER, M.D ..

NOVEMBER 20, 1989
TOPIC:

"Motivation/Communication/
Time Management"
SPEAKER:

Duane Keller

"DINNER BY
RESERVATIONS ONLY"

PLEASEi!!
L.C,M,S, Members: All reservallons must be
made by Friday noon before lhe Meeting on
Monday. Cancellatlons should be no later
than noon on Monday. The Society must pay
tor all reservations made,

AIDS
SYMPOSIUM
Wednesday, November 29, 1989
Southwest Florida Regional
Medical Center Auditorium
5:30 p.m.

Registration
Light Snack

6-9 p.m.

Program - Video with
Physician Facllltator,
Stephen R. Zellner, M.D.

Cost:

$ 50.00 Member

$100.00 Non-Member

Approved for 3 hours CME Credit

Dr. Brueck sent the following letter to Representatives Keith Arnold and Tim Ireland.
I am writing this letter to express my

Election of 1990 Officers
Approve 1990 Budget

Dinner 7:00 P.M.

BRUECK SPEAKS OUT
ABOUT $250 UNJUST TAX

"NICA AND THE
LIABILITY
NON-ANSWER"
The Issue of the N/CA assessment
again rears Its ugly head. As we all
know, the legislature instituted NICA
to reimburse neurologically abnormal
babies. A portion of the rationale for
NICA was to take this Issue out of the
court (Tort) system. The problem Is
that the legislature's concept of fundIng NICA Is that all physicians should
provide the funding as NICA Is a bene•
flt to physicians. The absurdity of this
twisted logia is demonstrated by an
article In the New England Journal of
Medicine October 1.2, 1989 on a report
released October 11, 1989by The Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences. This report was an
extensive two year study on the subject
of professional liability In obstetrical
care.
·
The report notes that obstetrics
a/alms represent approximately ten
percent of all medical ma/practice
claims: However, this ten percent of
claims produces approximately fifty
percent of all the Indemnity payments.
The study found that the general /lab/I·
ity problem substantlal/y adversely
affected the delivery of obstetrical
care. The greatest Impact on· the
reduction of available care was felt by
low Income patients; /twas also found
that the liability problem altered med/cal care and added substantially to the
cost of obstetrical care.
· This study confirmed that the pr/ncl(Conunued on page 2)

feel a little bit perturbed at this piece of
legislation. It seems as 11 physicians are
the ones who are made to pay for
neurologically damaged babies when It
Is through no fault of theirs that these
children with Spina Blflda and other
types of neurological diseases are
born, and yet we are· the ones that are
made to pay. I thln\<,thls Isa problem of
society and I don't think it is fair to single out a particular specialty to have
them pay. I think this Is wrong and I
have also heard that there Is the possibility of a new law being passed
wherein physicians would have a
$1,500 surcharge or tax or fee or whatever you want to call It tacked on to
their state licenses and that this money
would go Into the fund Indigent care.
Again, I think this In slngllngouta particular segment of society anc/ asking
them to shoulder the responslblllly. I
don't think It Is any more fair for me to
have to do that than It would be for the
grocery store owner to go ahead and
put away $1,000 or $2,000 Into a special
fund to provide food for the hungry In
the state of Florida.
We could carry It one step further and
ask the gas station owners In the state
of Florida to put $1,000 or $2,000 to provide gasoline for those that are unfortunate and can't afford to do it. Perhaps
the book stores could put In $500 or
$1,000 to provide reading materials for

those can't afford It and I think you
understand the point that I am making.
Furthermore, we as physicians
donate millions of dollars across the
state of Flolrda In free health care to
patients. I, for one, rarely bill Medicaid
simply because of the fact that I know I
am not going to receive anything In
return. Many times, a patient will come
Into my office who Is on Medicaid and I
don't even bother putting In charges
because I know that I am not going to
receive anything In return. Not only am
I donating my time free, and It amounts
to tens of thousands of dollars a year,
but on top of that, I am being taxed an
extra $250, or possibly $1,500 or more,
for the compensation fund. It just
strikes me as being totally unfair and
unjust.
I think that a problem· that is one of
societies' needs to be dealt y;lth on a
broad base and not on a single basis. I
would appreciate It If this law cannot be
repealed that other laws would be
passed perhaps wherein the grocery
store owners pay their fair share. I
would like to see the attorneys each be
assessed $1,000 or $2,000 dollars to go
Into a legal compensation fund so that
people who don't have the funds can
now hire a private attorney to represent
them accordingly. I think this Is everyone's Individual right and certainly they
should not be denied those rights.
In any event, hopefully this very
biased and narrow,mlnded form of
legislation can be repealed or changed
to make It more equitable.

Robert J. Brueck, M.D

ELECTION OF 1990 OFFICERS
The Nominating Committee presents the following Slate of Officers for 1990 to be
voted on at the November 20, 1989 meeting. Nominations will be accepted from the
floor. Be sure those you are nominating have agreed to run for office ..

President-Elect

WIiiiam P. Evans, M.D.

Treasurer:

Valerie C. Moore, M.D.

Secretary:

Felix R. Mestas, M.D.

Members-At-Large:
(2 years)
Grievance Chairman

William N. Harwin, M.D. (1991)
Steven R. West, M.D. (1991)
Edward W. Salko, D.O.

Board of Censors (2): Mark S. Gorovoy, M.D.
(3 years)
Alan D. Siegle, M.D.
FMA Delegates: Robert E. Arnall, M.D.; William P. Evans, M.D.; Larry P. Garrett,
M.D.; Francis L. Howington, M.D:; T. T. Knight, M.D.; Valerie C. Moore, M.D.; Rodger
W. Shaver, M.D.; Kim L. Spear, M.D.; Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

FMA Alternates: Phillip E. Andrews, M.D.; William R. Bess, Jr., M.D.; Johns. Bruno,
M.D.; Wallace M .. Graves, M.D.; George C. Kalemerls, M.D.; Steven E. Levine, M.D.;
Felix R: Mestas, M.D.; Edward W. Salko, Jr., D.O.; Steven R. West, M.D.
The following members have already been elected to the 1990 Board of Governors:
Kim L. Spear, M.D., President;_ K. Deva Caanthan, M.D., Member-At-Large (1990).
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
{Continued from Page 1)

pie factor In the growth of ma/practice
premiums was the frequency and
severity of claims. Compounding the
problem of available care is the fact
that, In a substantial number of cases,
the Medicaid reimbursement for a de/Ivery failed to even cover the cost of the
ma/practice premium overhead connected with that delivery. In some
states, the premium costs were $240.00
higher than· the total reimbursement
rate for the de/Ivery. (Perhaps our
legislature used this as a NICA fee
gu/dellne.) .
· ·The report states that fetal monitorIng and other "high tech" techniques
have been forced on the profession
due to the llab/1/ty crisis. These practice changes develop because the physicians .who do not comply with the
"standard" run avery substantial risk of
a ''ma/or suit should an Infant be brain
damaged, despite the growing body of
evidence that such unfortunate outcomes are seldom linked to birth
events". The study also noted that
training programs have had to cut
training of high risk cases due to the
adverse legal cl/mate.
The committee concluded that there
Is a "or/sis In medical professional liability." The crisis distorts the practice
of medicine, the aval/ab//lty of care
and the cost of care. The current Tort
system has very high costs and usually
substantial delay In reimbursement.
The legislature acknowledged these
problems when enacting N/CA. How. ever, the suggestion that all physicians
should be assessed to fund NICA certainly smacks of being arbitrary and
unfair. This fund is simply a "tax" doc-
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tors must pay to practice medicine.
While this may have the beneficial
effect of llm/1/ng the court battles, It has
the onerous /mpl/cat/on that all physicians are somehow responsible for
these ''NICA" babies.
The final paragraph in the article
states that "It's time for federal and
. state governments, lawyers, doctors,
Insurance companies and patients to
work together to resolve the problem
of medical professional liability In obstetrics. The stakes are no less than the
well-being of mothers and Infants."
I believe we'd all agree with that.
However, the Issue extends beyond
obstetrics and N/CA to medical /iab/1/ty
in general. The obstetrical pfoblem
may be the most obvious example but
It's certainly not the only one around.
We all need to seize on this Issue and
make our legislators very much aware
of the liability crisis and the absurd
mind set that now exists. The NICA bl/I
and obstetrics provide the most glaring
example but the I/ability induced distortions of medical practice, the cost,
and the harassment affect us all.
Joseph P. Walker, M.D.

Between
The
Covers
Sue Felber, Librarian
New Books In the Thomas R.
Connelly Medical Library:
THE LIBRARY RE-ARRANGEMENT Is
complete. All books are located
together, and all journals are shelved
alphabetically together. Come see one
of the library staff for a tour!
OVERDUE MATERIALS are becoming
more of problem. Library policy Is that
after several notices and three month's
time, a bill for the materials will be sent.
NEW JOURNALS approved for
subscription In 1990 are:
American Heart Journal, Hastings
Center Report (Ethics)
Annals of Emergency Medicine and QA
Review (AMA)
NEW BOOKS.
How to Write and Publish a Scientific
Paper, 3rd Edition, Robert A. Day
OPT: Physicians' Current Procedural
Terminology, 1989 AMA
NEW VIDEOTAPES:
Controversies In Heart Failure
The Diagnosis and Treatment of Spina
Blflda Aperta
Macular Degeneration: Etiology, Diagnosis and Treatment
Emergency Room Evaluation of
Abdominal Pain
The National Challenge of Upper GI
Disorders
A Clinical Update of the Diagnosis and
Treatment of Essential Hypertension
NEW AUDIOTAPES:
Getting to YES: How to Negotiate
·
Agreements
The New Masters of Excellence, by
Tom Peters
Phone Power for the Secretary
Phone Power for Dealing with Difficult
People.

ST. LOUIS
ENCEPHALITIS
IN LEE COUNTY
Dr. John Naponlck, Lee County
Public Health Unit Director has
Issued a health alert due to more than
10% of mosquito controls test chickens testing positive for St. Louis
encephalitis.
The following sites had test
chickens carrying the virus: end of
Winkler Road, Wolferts Point on

Sanibel Island, WIiiiams Road in
Estero, San Carlos Elementary
School In San Carlos, Cape Coral
R.O. Plant, Bayshore Elementary
School In N. Ft. Myers, Shady Oaks
Park In Fort Myers, Lee County Civic
Center In N. Ft. Myers, and Alva
Elementary/Middle School In
Alva. •

OCTOBER
MINI-INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM
On October 16th and 17th, the LCMS
conducted Its fourth Mini-Internship
Program with our host, East Pointe
Hospital. The Interns were very
Impressed with the support staff of the
hospital and the physician's office.
The following is an account of Mr.
Eugene Anderson's perception as he
followed his two physicians: "I gained a
stronger awareness of the pressures
and Issues that contribute to Increasing
costs, and how difficult It Is to apply
cost containment In the face of malpractice Insurance, watchdog· agencies
and suit-happy patients and lawyers. I
saw care taken to document consultations and treatments quickly, and to
share that Information with all concerried providers. I saw the acceptance
of sound medical advice from doctors
who firmly and honestly, but with obvious concern, tell It 'like it Is.' In short, I
experienced many positive things that
the public at large should know." •

PHYSICIANS IN
THE NEWS
CONGRATULATIONSIII
(Please send your
newsworthy items
to the Medical Society Office)

ROBERT E. ARNALL, M.D.has been
appointed by the FMA Board of Governors to serve on the Council on Hospital Medical Staffs from District B.
RODGER SHAVER, M.D. and MARK
J, SWEET, M.D. have accepted
appointment to the FMA Committee on
Peer Review Organization~ (PRO).

MARK J. SWEET, M.D. has been
appointed to the FMA Ad Hoo Committee on Mandatory Assignment.
MARY C. BLUE, M.D. has agreed to
be one of the Co-Editors of the BULLETIN beginning In 1990.

CHILDREN'S
FESTIVAL
The 6th Annual Children's Festival
was held at Royal Palm Square on
October 7th, 1989. our County Medical
Society had a table of medical Information. We handed out pamphlets on
water, fire, bike and sun safety. The
table was staffed by a Pediatrician and
a member of the LCMS Auxiliary.
Physicians who participated were:
Kim L Spear, M.D.; Thomas L Seitz,
M.D.; Flora C. Sakornsin, M.D.; Patricia
S. MIiier, M.D.; Keith A. Derco, M.D.
Auxiliary members participating
were: Mrs. Cinda (Michael) Carron;
Mrs. Linda (Richard) Chazal; Mrs.
Lynda (Mark) Gorovoy; Mrs. Shella
(Abbott) Kagan; Mrs. Molly (Steven)
Levine; Mrs. Maggie (Thomas) Seltz;
Mrs. Jayne (Kim) Spear. •

FRONT ROW (Lei! lo Righi): Eugene Anderson,
Execullve Director, Lehigh Chamber of Com•
merce; John Manning, Lee County Commls•
slonerj Charles R. Matheny, Lehigh Corpora•
lion; Ms. Maggie Downs, Managing Editor,
Lehigh Acres Adverllter,
SECOND ROW (Lei! lo Righi): Michael Morgan,
M.D. 1 Family Physlclanj Jans! Karan, M.0. 1 Gas•

troenlerologyj Joseph P. Walker, M.D., LCMS
President; John C, .Kagan, M.D., OrlhopedlcSj
Roberl Martinez, M.O., Orlhopedlcs.

1990 BUDGET
Lee County Medical Society
The 1990 Budget will be voted on at the November 20, 1989 meeting ..
We will be asking for a dues Increase of $25.00 to cover meals and the
Increase of running your office. Our last dues Increase was 1986 In the
amount of $25.00 The estimated 1990 Budget Is for the fiscal year
January 1, 1990 to December 31, 1990. A more detailed copy may be
obtained from the Society Office.

1989 PROPOSED BUDGET
PROJECTED INCOME
$116,550.00
26,514.00
16,650.00

333 Members x $350.00/Dues. =
Est. Profit - Meals/Interest =
Library - 333 Members x $50.00 =

$159,714.00

EXPENDITURES:

1989 Budget

1990 Budget

Personnel/Meetings &
Related Expenses

$

49,890.00

$ 53,978.00

Office Expenses

$

18,900.00

$

Miscellaneous

$

11,265.00

$

12,226.00

Meetings/Meals

$

57,970.00

$

56,610.00

$

13,640.00

$

16,650.00

Library
.

Phillip E. Andrews, M.D., Treasurer
LCMS Board of Governors 10/3/89

$151,665.00

20,250.00

$159,714.00
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WHAT'S NEW?
CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS
LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

UnltedWay

CAREGIVER'S FAIR

Older Adult Services at Lee Memorial Hospital will sponsor a Careglver's Fair
on Monday, November 13th, from 6 to 7:30 p,m, In the Lee Memorial Hospital
Auditorium, The theme for the educational program Is "Sharing the Care", and
will feature booths and exhibits provided by Lee Memorial and community agencies who serve older adults, Mldhael Spellman, Ph.D. will speak on "Increased
Coping Through Use of Support Services." The program is free and open to the
public and no reservations are necessary. For more Information, please contact
Older Adult Services, 334-5949.
CITY OF PALMS RIVER RUN AND WELLNESS WALK

The Eleventh Annual running of Lee Memorlal's City of Palms River Run and
Wellness Walk Is set for December 2nd, with an 8 a.m, start. More than 2,000 are
expected to participate In this year's race, Including several wheelchair participants. The race features a 10K (six mile) run and a 2.3 mile fun run/wellness walk,
Many divisions and age categories have been expanded In the popular 2.3 mile
version of the race to allow more people to capture a winning trophy. Registration
Is now open, For more information and registration, please contact Race Head•
quarters, the Wellness Center, Lee Memorial Hospital, 275-WELL.

SOUTHWl;ST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
EIGHT ANNUAL CARDIOLOGY UPDATE

Sonesta Sanfbel Harbour Resort will be the site of the Eighth Annual Cardiology Update, sponsored by the Southwest Florida Heart Institute at Southwest
Florida Regional Medical Center. The three-day Update is set for Thursday, Fri·
day and Saturday, December 7-9. Registration wlll begin at 10:30 a.m.
A few of the topics to be presented are: "C.H.F. Today's Approach"; "Controversies In Thromoolytlc Therapy"; What Are The Roles Of Nitrates Today";
"Silent lschemla" and "Technology And The Cost Of Health Care, Today and
Tomorrow".
Sonesta WIii also be hosting a world-class tennis event December 7-10. Ivan
Lend I, Aaron Krlcksteln, David Wheaton and Andrew Sznajdger will headline the
event.
12.0 house CME credit have been applied for physicians; 14.0 contact hours for
nurses; and 12.0 hours Continuing Education Credit have been applied for
cardiopulmonary, Fees for the course are $250 for physicians and $100 for others.
For Information about accommodations, call Sonesta Sanibel Harbour Resort,
939-4000.
To register for the course, or for more Information, contact Whitney Forret,
Seminar Coordinator, 939-8692, at the Southwest Florida Heart Institute.
THIRD ANNUAL TRAUMA SYMPOSIUM

Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center, in cooperation with the University
of Baltimore, Maryland, wlll present the Third Annual Trauma Symposium
January 25-27 at the Naples Beach Hotel and Golf Club.
The three day conference for health care professionals will focus on such
topics as lnltlal assessment and resuscitation of the trauma victim as they relate
to specific Injuries and Identification of legal aspects as It relates to trauma
systems.
Physicians attending the symposium will receive 10 credit hours and Nur$es
will receive 1.5 contact hours, CRCE and EMT/Paramedics will receive 10 credit
hours.
Symposium participants can also enjoy golf, tennis, sailing and shopping In
quaint Olde Naples. Discount Rates are available at the Naples Beach Hotel and
Golf Club. Call 1-800-237-7600 for reservation Information.
For more symposium Information, call Staff Development of Southwest Florida
Regional Medical Center at 1-800-223-5407 Ext. 8550,

Classified Ads are only for Phy1lclan Members

of lhe Society's use.

It brings out the best
in all of us.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE, good ·location, Del Prado Blvd., Cape Coral. Call

United Way of Lee County

NEW OLDER ADULTS PROGRAM PROVIDES COORDINATED CARE

Lee Memorial Hospital's Older Adult Services Department has a new program
that will offer coordination of care for older residents, CHOICES, which stands
for Caring Home Options for Independence and Coordination of Elderly Services, brings together all available resources to ensure that an older one's needs
are met, while helping the older person to maintain his or her independence for as
long as possible.
The program begins with a complete In-home assessment of the person's physical, psychosocial, financial and environmental needs. Using the assessment as
a guide, a Registered Nurse, who works as Care Coordinator, works closely with
the family, physician and caregiver to establish a plan of care, CHOICES provides
a high level of personal attention and reassurance for the older person, assuring
the most services available based on his or her financial resources and level of
·
need.
The Care Coordinator utilizes available community resources, which might
Include: arranging home health care services, adult day care, transportation,
housekeeping, coordinating visits to the doctor, Lifeline Emergency Response
System, In-home meals, and companion services.
CHOICES Is particularly good In instances where family is located far away
from the older person, which increases the worry that the older loved one Is being
cared for properly, The Care Coordinator works closely with the person's physician and send periodic progress reports to both the physician and family,
CHOICES is provided on a fee-for-service basis and is tailored to the specific
needs of the older person and his or her family, For more information on the
CHOICES Coordination Program, please contact Older Adult Services at Lee
Memorial Hospital 336-6841,

CLASSIFIED ADS

542-2020,

5244 Clayton Court
Fort Myers, FL 33907

.

MEDICAL OFFICE FOR RENT: 3,500

sq.

ft. - Central Av~ .• available July 1990. Call
Ors. Sweet, Ball or Ma~teil •. 939-1700,

(813) 936-0977
GIFTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.
CALL US TODAY.
•
•
•
•

Medical Collection Specialists
Member Florida Collectors Assn,
Full Skiptracing Services
Experienced and Professionally
Truined Collectors
• Serving Florida for 20 Years

Lee 275-8030 •

•· Fully Insured
• Member American Collectors Assn,
• Bonded Forwarding Agent
• Regular Progress Updates Avail•
able Upon Request
• Cardless Computer System

Charlotte 637-7444

•

Collier 598-2026

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
12995 Cleveland Ave,, N283 P.O. Box 06133

~~ United Health Care

~

~ Services, Inc.

~~~
ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM
• Home fl/ Therapy Avallahle

• 24·Hour, 7 Days a W~k Emergency

• Speclallsts In Mastectomy nn1ngs &.
Supplles
• Diabetic Supply Center
• Direct Medicare&. Insurance BUUng

Service
·
·
• Free Dellvery &. rlck•up
.
• R.N. &.. Respiratory Therapist bn SMff
At No Charge

• Rentals. Sales, Service • All the Medical

• Complete Line Of Oxygen&.

Equipment You Need

l-800-282-6361

Just the

Resp!rc\lOJ)' Equipment

SERVING ALL OF S,W, FLORIDA
3805 Fowier Street, Suite 3
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

prescription
for your income
protection needs.

(813) 936-1800

No matter what size your practice, Paul Revere can put together
a Disability Income plan suited precisely to your needs.
With America's most complete line or indMdual and group
income protection products, we can recommend one.
In fact, an lndlvldual-group "combination" plan can protect
more or yoor Income - at a lower cost - than you might have
thought possible.
No maller what your plan looks like, you can count on such
features as:
• up to ts•~ dlscounl to members ot group practices,
• "own OCrtlpatlon" coverage that protects your med1cal
specially,
• non-cancellable protection at guaranteed premium rates
• u I or 3 year premium refund benent rider pays you batk
every 5 years If you stay healthy, ·
For details, cont11ct the Dl5abllit)' Income specialists at Paul
Revere's Fort Myers Regional Otfire

Paul Revere
Insurance Group

i@r,1:rr.

I Hl95 Kelly Road • Suite IIM
Fort Myers, FL 33908 • (813) -466·2070
Anton .F', Caluslc
Senior Representallve

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

&CO.,

P.A.

CERTIFIEO PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

FINANCIAL AND ESTAT£ PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELING
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTIN01
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEMS REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY • CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW
8211 College Parkway • Fort Myers, Florida • 482-5522
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ORGANIZED MEDICINE IN CRISIS
by Rufus K, Broadaway, M.D.
Doctor Broadaway Is a member of the AMA Board of Trustees and a Past President of the DCMA.
expenditure In specific areas, While this
undoubtedly Is appealing from the
Federal Government budgetary viewpoint, It is seen by many as the pathway
to restriction of services.
Expenditure targets soon become a
euphemism for expenditure caps; and
expenditure caps quickly become a
flat-out form of rationing of services.
Rationing, while a standard In some
other countries (England and Canada,
for example), Is a concept not yet considered In the United States as a cost
control measure.
Early on, In the Medicare funding of
renal dialysis, the pilot programs had
Insufficient funds for all. In various
communities, committees were set up
to determine which patients were to be
dialyzed. I was a member of the first
committee In Miami. One evening, we
were asked to decide between two

Ten years ago, we wou.ld have
thought It unbelievable that a highlytrained skillful surgeon would have to
ask permission to perform an operation; or thal' a fine Internist would ask
permission to admit a patient; or that a
professor of medicine would ask permission to keep the patient In the hospital just one more day, That Is where we
are todayl These are lllustr11tlons of the
encroachment on our freedom to practice medicine, and are syniptomatlc,of
the crisis that we face,
Many of the changes have occurred
gradually. There are forces, however, at
this moment, which would bring fundamental and monumental changes In
our health care system.
Currently there Is the proposal to
Impose "expenditure targets." This
· mechanism would put a dollar llmlt on
the amount of money available for

By Design, A Better Place to Live
• conwnlendylocated 1-mllesouthofCOlonialBlvd.
on Summerlin Road - near hospitals, businesses,
a great school district and shopping

_ .

• Tonnls courts and a private playground
• Streetlights and sidewalks allow safe walking,
jogging, or biking

CARILLON
WOODS

• curved streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wall increase neighborhood security

P.O. Box 06207
Ft. Myers, Fl 33906
(813) 409-4544

• Distinctive slni:le family home site,

FLORIDA RESORT .,
DEVELOPMENT PROnRTIES, INC.
REALTOR

O.P.T.I.O.JV. Care.

however, notably the American College
of Surgeons, have made their own private deals for expenditure targets.
The AMA has 8$ members almost
half of the practicing physicians In the
U.S. Where are the others? Many doctors belong to nothing. Others are
members who are essentially Inactive.
The survival of the practice of medicine,
as we know It, Is at stake. Precious time,
energy and money Is spent in fighting
each other. Only with a strong unified
voice can we prevail.
The future of our profession Is In Jeopardy. Now Is not the time to drop out
because of an assessment. Now Is the
time to enlist your colleagues and band
together to strengthen the system
which produces the best health care for
our patients. •
Reprinted with permission from Miami
Medicine/August 1989.

patients: one, a young working man
with a wife and three children; the
other, a lovely,16 year old gjrl destined
to become a concert pianist. One
would live - the other would die. The
next morning I resigned from the committee, I could not play God. Our government, however, seems prepared to
assume the role of God, and this
administration •may well become the
administration which Instituted the
rationing of health care for the people
of the United States.
Where, one asks, Is Organized Medicine while this assault to freedom Is
going on? We are more disorganized
than organized, more fragmented than
cohesive. The American Medical Association very strongly opposes expenditure targets, and proposes a very logical restructuring of Medicare and
Medicaid. Some specialty societies,

Professional.
Responsive. Reliable.
Ready to serve you.

.,1~(1

For more information, call 1-800-342-8349.

FLORIDA PHYSICIANS INSURANCE COMPANY

Sponsored by the Florida Medical Association.

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION
Providing Complete Therapy Services

ofSouthWesl Florida

HOME I.V. ANTIOBIOTICS
PAIN CONTROL

e

e

TPN

e

•
•
•
•
•
•

HYDRATION

ENTERAL NUTRITION

s.w. FL's Leading Cllnlcal Team
of Registered .Pharmacists, 111'/'s, lit Dietitians

275-7997
2830 Winkle.r Ave., Suite 112, Ft. Myers, FL 33901
3666 Tantlantl Ttail No,
Suite 102
Naples, FL 33940

261·6353

21202 Olean Blvd., D·l
Pt, Charlotte, FL 33952

743-0522

Physical & Speech Therapy
Sports & Occupational Therapy
Hand Rehabilitation
Biodex Testing
Social Services
Dietary Services

Greg and Angela Collins, Owners
FORT MYERS

3594 Broadway, Suite #D

275-3432

CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Ter., Suite #C

m-ssGs

NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N., Suite #202

263-8339
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Francis L. Howington, M.D., Editor

Invite You To A

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

HOLIDAY DINNER AND DANCE
Monday, December 18, 1989
at the

ROYAL PALM YACHT CLUB
7-11 P.M.
- Social Hour
8:00 P.M. - Dinner and Dancing
UPSTAIRS - Buffet Dinner/Cash Bar/Dancing
MUSIC BY: "KARKEY & WOODARD"
- Buffet Dinner/Cash Bar/Listening Music
MUSIC BY: "AFTER HOURS" (Jazz)
PLEASE MAKE - - - RESERVATIONS
Reservations must be received by 12/13/89
$3Q00 per person for Non-tvlembers & Guests

"DR·. JOHN"
How I Died
They say home is the most dangerous place to be. I try to stay on AIiee's good
side, but things can go wrong anyway. I check that there is neither soap nor cat In
the tub when I turn on the shower. I never eat any leftovers that appear to have
regained Ille In a lower form. But caution has to be tempered with practicality.
I was getting breakfast one morning, as usual, and all the others were asleep,
again as usual. I snaked a bottle of skim milk out of the fridge, and noticed that the
bottle was full but the seal was missing. Nobody uses skim milk besides me; they
don't care If their arteries clog up, they just slop down anything, while Internist
Daddy drags around counting his cholesterol and extrasystoles and wondering If
his arteries will all slam shut before the pension fund runs out.
So I looked at this bottle and wondered where the seal went. I didn't do It. I had
heard about creeps pulling poison In food in the grocery stores, but in Fort
Myers? Why not, we must have some creeps. Would they letceeps in Albertson's.
Have you even been to Albertson's?
It's a big country, and only a few people have died that way, so I thought the
odds were in my favor. Allee wouldn't pick up a bottle with no seal on It. Would
she? Maybe she was distracted. Maybe she is a creep. She hadn't said much
lately, I recalled.
Maybe I should just throw out the milk, I thought. But that was the only bottle,
and I can't eat All-Bran with water. It might even be Illegal. Besides, a general
Internist can't afford to throw out milk willy-nilly.
Lord, what to do? I figured the odds were overwhelmingly In my favor, poured
the milk on the All-Bran, and promptly put the thought out of my mind. Five minutes later, while reading the funnies, I began to sweat.
Then I felt nauseous and started having abdominal cramps. I blew It, what a
dope, how dumb can you bel Oh, boy, what a way to go. My Ille did not flash
before my eyes, however; who wants to think about a sore back at a time like this.
I thought very quickly, If I call my family for help and I don't die, they will think
I'm an Idiot and Allee will have one more thing to remind me about. And If I am
dying, they couldn't help me anyway. So, I said nothing and waited. In a few more
minutes I felt fine, put on my tie and went on to work.
I didn't even think about this again untll·that night. It turned out that Michael
took off the seal because the cat likes to play with them.
And Albertson's does have a no-creep policy. You will notice the sign at the
express.lane: "Eight Items or less. Cash only. No creeps."
John R. Agnew, M.D.
But I eat breakfast In the Doctors' Lounge anyway. •

JOSEPH P. WALKER, M.D.

"WALK A MILE
IN MY SHOES"
The New Year Is upon us and that
milestone marks the end of my Presidency of the Lee County Medical Society. As I reflect on my year as President, I ask myself "Was it worth It?".
That is a hard question to answer.
Without question, however, there's a
lot of time and effort involved. Committee meetings, Board meetings, phone
calls, letters, editorials (such as this),
time out of the office, and other
aspects all result in significant time
away from the family. There is a feeling
of accomplishment. However, It Is a
rude awakening to realize how complex some issues really are when you
try to deal with them, versus just complaining about them in the doctors'
lounge,
Without question, serving as President is a learning experience. You
learn about issues and how to deal with
the system. You also can learn new
ways to deal with people. Shortly after I
became President, Mike Rosenberg
told me about an effective maneuver
he had learned as head of the depart·
ment of surgery. His comment to me
was: When someone complains about
things you haven't done or accomplished, you suggest that this concerned individual set up and run a
committee to address the problem.
This gets that individual involved In the

problem and Its possible solutions.
Perhaps more important, this maneuver w/11 awaken that individual to the
complexity of the problem and the difficulty of trying to implement a solution. I have to give Mike credit. His concept was a valid and very helpful one.
It's very easy to sit on the sideline and
take pot shots at those who are trying
to resolve the problems. /f's a much
bigger commitment to be willing to
take the time and effort to contend with
those problems yourself. One of the
difficulties in a position such as the
presidency is that you begin to realize
how little real power and Influence you
have and how much responsibility and
blame you take for whatever happens
while you're there.
I have enjoyed this year. I've enjoyed
it because I've worked with a number
of realiy great people. Kim Spear,
Steve Levine, Valerie Moore, BIii
Evans, Phil Andrews, Deva Caanthan,
Felix Mestas, and the committee chairmen such as Ed Safko and Mike
Murray put significant time and effort
Into making our Medical Society better. The delegates to the FMA meeting
Lee Howington, Valerie Moore, Larry
Glirrett, Sam Knight, Steve Levine,
Rodger Shaver, Kim Spear, Robert
Arnold and alternates George
Kalemer/s and Steve West took time
out of the office to attend the meeting
and represent us all. People such as
Lee Howington and Larry Garrett have
made a significant effort for years in
order to aid the physicians of Lee
County. Sometimes It's hard to pinpolt
whether or not such effort has really
changed anything. However, if dedicated people such as Lee and Larry
were not working for us, I feel that we
would all be far worse off. Sometimes a
"victory" is simply maintaining the
status quo or minimizing the damage
when a bad legislative bl/I comes by. A
recent Forbes magazine article on
plaintiff's attorneys and their political
clout illustrates the formidable opponents we are up against in that arena.
Let alone all the other problems that
beset medicine at the present time, The
issues and "solutions" are complex
and many problems seem to never be
resolved.
The year of my presidency is almost
over. I gave it my best shot. I certainly
learned one thing: Before you criticize,
"Walk a mile In my shoes" as they say in
the pop tune. Yes, it was worth it. I am
glad I did it. I am glad I'm done.
Joseph P. Walker, M.D,
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HIV/AIDS
Partner Notification/
Contact Investigation
Florida has amended Its laws to
state that a practitioner regulated
through the Division of Medical Quality Assurance _will not be clvilly_o.r _
criminally liable for the disclosure of
otherwise confidential Information to
a sexual partner or a needle-sharing
partner. The practitioner will be
Immune from liability If he recommends that the patient notify the
sexual or needle-sharing partner of
the positive test and refrain from
engaging in sexual or drug activity in a
manner likely to transmit the virus and
the patient refuses, and the practitioner Informs the patient of his Intent
to inform the sexual or needle-sharing
partner. Liability will not attach If the
practitioner reasonably, and in good
faith, advises the sexual or needlesharing partner of the patient of the
positive test and of facts concerning
transmission of the virus "pµrsuant to
a perceived civil duty of the ethical
guidelines of the profession." Any
notification pursuant to these provisions must be done according to protocols developed pursuant to rule of
the State Department of Health and
Rehabilitative Services.
Also, the law provides that a practitioner regulated through the Division
of Medical Quality Assurance will not
be civilly or criminally liable for failure
to disclose Information relating to a
positive test result for human immunodeficiency virus of a patient toa sexual
or needle-sharing partner (H.B. 1590;
FL Stat. §455.2416). •
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DO YOUR PATIENTS UNDERSTAND?
John E. Eichenlaub, M.D.
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NEW MEMBER
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Very few physicians realize the extent
to which their reading ability exceeds
that of their patients. For example, this
paragraph, which you are presumably
reading with ease, has a readability
level well above "college graduate
only".
So It makes sense to use objective
criteria In evaluating the materials you
expect your patients to read.
A "syllable count" lets you estimate
the readability of educational materials
fairly easily. If you count the syllables In
several 100 word samples of text, you
can estimate Its comprehensibility. A
count of 165 indicates material suitable
only for college graduates. You need
145 or less to cover the truly "average"
reader.
If the matter involves legal liability,
more detailed evaluation seems wise.
Judge Jack Weinstein of the New York
Federal Court decided a huge class
action suit against Medicare on the
basis of a readability test using syllable
count and sentence length.'*' This
showed the readlblllty of relative documents to range from twelfth to sixteenth grade. Since 48% of New
Yorkers above age 65 had eighth grade
or less education, Judge Weinstein
called the documents In question
"incomprehensible".
With this precedent available, It
seems wise to check the readability of
"Informed consent" forms, patient
instruction sheets, and other documents critical to patient care. You
should also clarify these verbally for
poorly educated patients, and note the
fact that you have done so.
Empathetic orientation

Besides knowing that your patients
can read the materials you present to
them, you want to know whether they
will. If a person feels that the author
understands his need and viewpoint, he
is much more likely to read Iha material
-- and to bull his way through even If the
reading Is a bit difficult for him.
I recently evaluated
pamph.let
which a local clinic used to orient
patients to a certain procedure. Obviously, the patients would want to know
such things as: • WIii it hurt? • Will I
lose time from work? • Can I ·drive

a

myself home? • How much will It
cost?
The pamphlet went on for several
pages, but said absolutely nothing
about any of thse Issues.
Look over the materials you are using
with these questions In mind, but don't
stop there. List all the concerns your
patients might have, with particular
emphasis on possible temporary or
permanent loss of function, disfigurement or discomfort, Materials which
resolve thse matters will be both read
and appreciated. Materials which skirt
or omit them will seem like "propaganda" to your clients.

Active members are requested to
express to the Membership Committee
any Information or opinions they may
have concerning the ellglbillty of the
applicants.

Check back

If you ask a patient who Is scheduled
for an operation or procedure whether
he knows what Is going to happen to
him, he'll almost always say"yes". Butlf
you ask the question In a way which
requires a narrative answer, you'll be
amazed at the gaps you'll reveal.
A good question Is: "What's the first
thing that's going to happen?" Follow
up with: "And then--?"
Try to sense and respond to emotional elements as well as informational
gaps: "That seems upsetting ---?" or
"You seem concerned about that ---?"
wlll often bring to light concerns you
would never have imagined. And the
"pregnant pause" which I have indicated by "---?" is a critical part of the
procedure.
Conclusion

To evaluate the materials you expect
your patients to read, first check readability with a syllable count. List
expected patient concerns, and see if
the materials address them. Check
back with questions which can't be
answered "yes" or no
Replace or supplement anything
which flunks these tests.
"'The author will be glad to do this test
for you on suitable documents at no
charge. •
11

ANTHONY L. MASCIELLO, M.D.

Dr. Anthony L. Masciello was born In
Tampa, Florida. He received his medical degree from the University of South
Florida In Tampa. He completed his
internship and residency at University
Hospital in Jacksonville, Florida.
Dr. Masciello will be practicing
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the
Southwest Florida Health Centers at
1657 High Street.

11

•

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. Eichenlaub is a
retired Family Practice Physician comIng to Lee County from Minneapolis,
IN. He has contributed many articles to
the AMA publlcallons and "Medical
Economics". We welcome him as a
contributor to our Publication.)

ROBERT K. PERSONS, D.O.
Dr. Rober! Persons was born in Fort

Myers, Florida. He received his
medical degree from the Phlladelphla
College of Osteopathic Medicine In
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He
completed his Internship and
residency at USAF Regional Hospital
at Eglin AFB, Florida.
Dr. Persons is practicing Family
Practice at 2134 McGregor Boulevard
with Drs. Salko and Salko.

PHYSICIANS IN
THE NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS!!!
(Please send your
newsworthy items
to the Medical Society Office)
FRANCIS L. HOWINGTON, M.D.

BRUCE J. LIPSCHUTZ, D.O.
Dr. Bruce Lipschutz was born in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He
received his medical degree from The
College of Osteopathic Medicine and
Surgery In Des Moines, Iowa. He completed his Internship at Allentown
Osteopathic Medical Center In Allen-

town, Pennsylvania and his residency
at Health East Teachi.ng Hospitals In
Allentown, Pennsylvania.
Dr. Lipschutz will be practicing
General Internal Medicine at 2665
Cleveland Avenue, Sule 105 in Solo
Practice.

BLAISE M. KOVAZ, M.D.
Dr. Blaise Kovaz was born in Fort

Lauderdale, Florida. He received his
medical degree from the University of
Florida In Gainesville. H.e completed
his Internship and residency at the University of Florida-Shands Hospital in
Gainesville.
Dr. Kovaz Is practicing Obstetrics/Gynecology at 3707 Broadway,
Suite K with Dr. Rex E. Stubbs, Jr.

has been appointed to the FMA Committee on Continuing Medical Education. He's also the District Four (4)
Section Representative of American
College of Obstetrics/Gynecology.
JOSEPH P. FIORE, M.D. has been
appointed to the FMA Committee on
Public Relations and Communications.
WALLACE M. GRAVES, JR., M.D.

represents the Florida Society of Pathologists on the FMA Council of Specialty Medicine.
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WHAT'S NEW?
CURRENT NEWS & HAPPENINGS AT AREA HOSPITALS

CHARTER GLADE HOSPITAL
CHARTER GLADE ANNOUNCES NEW INPATIENT AND OUTPATIENT
PROGRAMS

In order to provide the most current psychiatric treatment methods, Charter
Glade Hospital has announced three new Inpatient programs and an outpatient
chemical dependency program. Patients may be, referred by their physician,
mental health professional or by self-referral. The new inpatient programs are:
Anxiety Disorders: An intensive program introduced to help patients gain control over anxiety problems such as panic disorder, agoraphobia, post-traumatic
stress syndrome and obsessive-compulsive disorder. Service Director is John
Prater, D.O.
Cocaine Programs: Designed to address the needs of the cocaine-addicted
population. The program will Include cocaine education, recovery skills, a
relapse prevention course and a cocaine recovery group. Gerard Sager, M.D. is
Service Di rector.
Codepenency: Designed for those living with or raised In families where dysfunction such as alcoholism Is present. With group therapy as the core, the program Includes recreational therapy and education about the disease of addiction.
William Whitman, M.D. Is Service Director.
The new Outpatient Chemical Dependency Program provides an option for
those needing to resolve chemical dependency problems while. remaining in the
work force. The program is medically directed by Gerard Sager, M.D.
For Information on these new programs call 939-0403.

LEE MEMORIAL HOSP IT AL
LEE MEMORIAL'S DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM ENSURES SUPPORT,
RECOGNITION

Lee Memorial has recently launched a new Development Program. This formalized program will not only highlight opportunities for giving, it wlll also serve to
make sure the contributed funds are properly allocated where they are needed
most.
Several physicians and physician groups have made contributions to specific
programs. Neurology Associates' recent kind gift, for example, made possible the
purchase of computerized testing equipment to be used in a drivers' training program for the handicapped in the Rehabilitation Center.
The Eloise M. Carlson Fund Is another example of a directed giving program.
The fund, established as a memorial to our late Lee Memorial Hospital Board
Member, will help students who wish to pursue a healthcare career. Contributions totalling nearly $350,000, from hospital resources; Auxiliary funds; estate
donations; and memorial gifts from physicians, employees and volunteers have
already been collected The fund will provide tuition assistance, scholarships
and/or stipends to students who want to enter healthcare fields.
Three Development programs are now underway, Including: Family of Friends,
an annual giving program; Heritage Circle of Friends, a program that accommodates endowments, gifts of life Insurance, bequests, etc., and Friend Lee Family,
an annual giving program exclusively for Lee Memorial employees.
For many years, people have contributed money, talent, energy and resources
through Le.e Memorial Hospital to benefit the general welfare and healthcare of
people throughout Lee County. Through the established channels of the Development Program, proper recognition will also be given to those who have supported the hospital's healthcare mission.
For more information about Lee Memorial Hospital's Development Program,
please call Pat Adraln, Development Director, 334-5906,
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Kim L. Spear, M.D.
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Secretary:

Felix R. Mestas, M.D.

Members-At-Large:
(2 years)

K. Deva Caanthan, M.D. (1990)
William N. Harwin, M.D. (1991)
Steven R. West, M.D. (1991)

CLASSIFIED ADS
Claaslfled Ads are only for Physician Members
of the Society's use.

CLINICAL CARDIOLOGIST: Board eligible or certified, to join a four physician
Cardiology Section. Medical School
appointment. Large Tampa Bay area VA
Medical Center affiliated with the University of South Florida Collega of Madlcine.
Sand CV to Joseph Linhart, M.D., Chief,
Cardiology Section, Medical Service, VA
Medical Center, Bay Pines, FL 33504.
EOE.
GASTROENTEROLOGIST: Board
eligible or certified Gastroenterologlst

physician for a large Tampa Bay area VA
Medical Center affiliated with the University of South Florida College of Medicine,
Eligible for Medical School appointment.
Sand CV to Stanley Wallach, M.D., Chief,
Medical Service, VA Medical Centar, Bay
Pines, FL 33504. EOE.
ONCOLOGIST: Board eligible or certified
to join a three-physician Academic Hematology/Oncology Sactlon. Eligible for
Medical School appointment. Large
Tampa Bay area VA Medical Center affiliated with the University of South Florida
College of Medicine. Send CV to Stanley
Wallach, M.D., Chlaf, Madical Service, VA
Medical Center, Bay Pines, FL 33504.
EOE.

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.
CALL US TODAY.
•
•
•
•

Medical Collection Specialists
Member Florida Collectors Assn.
Full Skiptracing Services
Experienced and Professionally
Trained Collectors
• Serving Florida for 20. Years

Lee 275-8030

..

~~

~

Charlotte 637-7444

•

Collier 598-2026

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
12995 Cleveland Ave., #283 P.O. Box 06133

M
~

•

Fully Insured
Member American Collectors Assn.
Bonded Forwarding Agent
Regular Progress Updates Available Upon Request
• Cardless Computer System

•
•
•
•

United Health Care

~ Services, Inc.
-;::;

ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM

• Home IV Ther<1.py Av<1.l!able
• Specialists In Mastectomy flttlngs &.
Suppl!es
• Diabetic Supply Cenler
• Direct Medic.are&. Insurance Bi1Ung
• Rentals, Sales, Service • AH the Medical
£.qulpment You Need

l-800-282-6361

Just the

• 24-Hour. 7 D<1.ys a Week fmergency
Service
• free Dellve,y &. Pick-up
• RN.&. Resplra1oryTheraplst On Staff
At No Charge
• Complete Une Of Oxygen&.
Respiratory Equipment

SERVING ALL OF S.W. FLORIDA
3805 Fowler Street, Suite 3
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

prescription
for your income
protection needs.

No malter what size your practice. Paul Re\'ere can put together
a Disability Income plan suited precisely to your needs.
With America's most complete line or individual and group
Income protect.Ion products, we can recommend one.
In fact, an lndlvldual-group "combination" plan can protect
more of your Income - at a lower rost - than you might have
thought possible.
No matter what your plan looks like. you can count on such
features as:
• up to 15't discount to members or group practices,
• "own occupation" coverage that protects your medical
specialty.
• non-cancellnble protection at guaranteed premium rates
• o 1 or 3 year premium refund benefit rider pays you back
every 5 years If you stay healthy,
For details, contact the Disability Income speclalisls at Paul
Revere's Fort Myers Regional omce
11595 Kelly Road • Suite lot
Fort Myers, FL 33908 • (813) 466-2070

Anion F, Caluslc
Senior Represenlatlve

BATSON
BENNETT
CARNAHAN

Grievance Chairman

Edward W. Salko, D.O.

&CO., P.A.

Board of Censors (2):
(3 years)

Mark S. Gorovoy, M.D.
Alan D. Siegle, M.D.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

FMA Delegates: Robert E. Arnall, M.D.;Wllliam P. Evans, M.D.; Larry P. Garrett,
M.D.; Francis L. Howington, M.D.; T. T. Knight, M.D.; Valerie C. Moore, M.D.;
Rodger W. Shaver, M.D.; Kim L. Spear, M.D.; Joseph P. Walker, M.D.
FMA Alternates: Phillip E. Andrews, M.D.; William R. Bess, Jr., M.D.; John S.
Bruno, M.D.; Wallace M. Graves, M.D.; George C. Kalemerls, M.D.; Steven E.
Levine, M.D.; Felix R. Mestas, M.D.; Edward W. Salko, Jr., D.O.; Steven R. West,
M.D.

(813) 936-1800

FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELING

INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERRl!D COMPENSATION PLANS

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
OFFICE SYSTEMS REVIEW
COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY • CASH CONTROLS • WORK FLOW
8211 College Parkway• Fort Myers, Florlda • 482-5522
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'JJenr}.ttediml Sodetu }.tteJH/Jers,
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ltnppier n11u p!nee else. ('/asses ltnve started a1td tlti1t(ls nre (ltlli1t(l prettu ltedie. We just ltnd Parm! s Ultdmd a1td
/JIU fn111ilu (IJlt/d11 't /Je 111/J(( p!enstd wi/lt Ill( sdt(/{//.
l ren!lu npprednte lite ti111e uo11 took to write 011 111u /Jdtn/f. Si11e,· tltm, l ltn/lt' !enmt'd tltnt 11111 reeo111111e11dntio11
!ettm eo11tri/J11ted (Jreat!u to 11111 neeepfmtee.
lf tltere is lllfU wnu ill wltidt l en11 lte/p 11011. please dolt 't lresitnte to nsk. r.1,n11ks for l1dpi11{J 111e i11 rendti1t(l
011e of 11111 111n1tu (Jonis.
Siltterd!J,
Knru11 .Me'Jnrln1te
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Karyn was awarded the LCMS High School Scholarship in 1985 and her goal is to become a Medical Doctor.)

By Design, A Better Place toLive
• COn~nlenUylocated 1-milesouthofCOionialBlvd.
on Summerlin Road - near hospitals, businesses,
a great school district and shopping
• 1ennis courts and a private playground
• Streetlights and sidewalks allow safe walking,
jogging, or blklng

_ .

CARILLON
WOODS

• Cu~d streets and cul-de-sacs enclosed by a
separation wall increase neighborhood security

P.O. Box 06207
Ft. _Myers, Fl 33906
(813) 489-4544

• Dlstinct11·c singk familr home site.

FLORIDA RESORT IDEVELOPMENT PROPERTIES. 1,-;e,
REALTOR

O.P.T.I.O.JV. Care.

Professional.
Responsive. Reliable.
Ready to serve you.

.,,~(I

For more information, call 1-800-342-8349.

FLORIDA PHYSICIANS INSURANCE COMPANY

Sponsored by the Florida Medical Association.

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION
Providing Complete Thempy Services

of Southwest Florida

HOME l,Y, ANTIOBIOT!CS • TPN

e

•
•
•
•
•
•

HYDRATION

PAIN CONTROL • ENTERAL NUTRITION

S,W. f'L's l.eadirrg Clirrical Team

of Registered Phannaclsts. Rl'l's, ti' Dietitians

275•7997
2830 Winkler Ave,, Suite 112, Ft. Myers, FL 33901

3666 Tamliunl Trail No.
Sulte201
Naples. fL 33M0

261-6353

3028 A·l Caring Way
Pt. Charlotte. FL 33952

743•0522

Physical & Speech Therapy
Sports & Occupational Therapy
Hand Rehabilitation
Biodex Testing
Social Services
Dietary Services

Greg and Angela Collins, Ou•ners .._....,,,.._,,.._.""-.,,._.,__,_.,_.,,.._.

FORT MYERS 3594 Broadway, Suite !ID
CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Ter., Suite IIC
NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N., Suite 11202

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 06041
Fort Myers, Florida 33906-6041
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