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JANUARY 21, 1991
GENERAL MEETING

GUY T. SELANDER, M.D.
114th FMA PRESIDENT

Dr. Guy Selander has been
involved with medicine in Florida for
28 years. He is an active practicing
Family Physician in Jacksonville. Dr.
Selander was instrumental in the
development of the Florida Medical
Foundation Committee on Impaired
Physicians. He is a strong defender of
the medical community and feels that
medical care in the United States is
second to none.

Dr. Selander will be our speaker
and install our 1991 Officers. =

MEDICAL SOCIETY
MEETING

Royal Palm
Yacht Club

Cocktails 6:30
Dinner 7:00 P.M.

JANUARY 21, 1991
INSTALLATION
OF OFFICERS

SPEAKER:
Guy T. Selander, M.D.
114th FMA President

TOPIC:
“Organized Medicine
in Today’s Environment”

“DINNER BY
RESERVATIONS ONLY"

~ PLEASE!
L.C.M.S. Members: All reservatlons must be
made by Friday noon before the Meeting on
Monday. Cancellations should be no laler
than noon on Monday. The Soclety must pay
for all reservations made.

Francis L. Howington, M.D., Editor

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

e |

WILLIAM P. EVANS, M.D.

I am honared to be the incoming Presi-
dent of the Lee County Medical Society
for 1991. Beginning a new year makes one
think of new goals and resolutions. There
are several things that come to mind as
this year begins.

Certainly, one goal is to be sure thatour
Society is one that is responsive to its
members. As the liaison to the FMA and
organized medicine, the LCMS should
keep you informed about legislative and
political events and of the updates that
take place in Tallahassee and Washing-
ton. These are things which concern all of
us. There are a number of other areas
where the Lee County Medical Sociely
can be elfective, including PRO, medical
malpractice issues, contacting our key
area legislators, Medicare reimburse-
ment, and advertising, just to name a few.

We have an unprecedented number of
new physicians in Lee County this year,
and | think it's important for those individ-
uals particularly to realize that the Lee
County Medical Society is here towork for
you. Our purpose is not just to get
together once a month for a few drinks
and dinner. There are many issues in the
medical arena today which cannot be
solved individually, but require a strong
unified voice. The Lee County Medical
Society isan arm of the FMA and AMA and
should be that voice. Help us to use it.

That brings up a second goal -- partici-
pation. | would like to see asclose to 100%
of our doctors as possible be members of
the Lee County Medical Society. It is no
secret that, o a large extent, many of our
problems as physicians are directly
related to apathy. It's always easier to lake
the attitude of letting someone else do il,
or "Why should | bother, | can'tmake a dif-
ference.” That attitude is self-defeating.
Each one of uscan make a difference ifwe
choose to do 50, but it takes a willingness
to participate. Physicians working
together is what makes the Lee County
Medical Society a success. Don'tbe afraid
to get involved. If you know someone who
is not a member, ask them to join.

Thirdly, for this year, | would like to see
us, as a Saciety, continue oureffortsin the
area of public relations and improving our
image as physicians with the citizens of
Lee County. | think the Mini-Internship

Continued on page 2

“DR. JOHN”
7Y

At Georgetown in the 1950's, it was
possible to te fairly anonymous in the
pre-clinical years. In fact, it was prefer-
able. The upperclassmen told us: don't
sit in front, don't sit in back, don't wear
loud socks. The Professors were mostly
Ph.D.s who hated medical students and
whose only joy was to fail one of us. So,
we studied hard and tried to look like
the shadow of our neighbor.

The crowd thinned in the clinical
years, which was good and bad. You
needed recommendations for an
internship, so it was essential thata few
people associate your name with your
face. That was good, if you were good,
and the opposite, etc. (The only person
who ever took an interestin me was the
chief of the outpatient clinic; | watched
them bring his body in from the tennis
court and wondered if | should just pack
up and forget it).

Anonymity was my nature, so |
approached my clinical clerkships with
trepidation. The first was Pediatrics,
which proved to be no problem. Every-
one was helpful, the atmosphere was
collegial, | learnad and worked and got
along. To this day, | never met a mean
Pediatrician. | suppose it's hard to be
autocratic in a urine-stained tie.

But then came Surgery. | had heard
awful stories and believed them. They
used students; anything for a laugh;
decency was neither required nor
expected. You can't run screaming
from the room while holding retractors,
but if you do, just don't stop running.
“You can't name the artery I'm hiding
under this instrument? Didn't you take
Anatomy? Do you have a name, mister?
Don't hold that retractor so hard -- |
plan to dissect out the gallbladder
myself. Where do they get these stu-
dents, the morgue?”

| did not believe | could play the part
of a doormat. | was equally sure they
wouldn't let me in the OR with a paper
bag on my head, even if that maneuver
had been invented then.

The day inevitably arrived. | was
going to scrub and stand close enough
to get an elbow in the ear and a hemo-
stat across the knuckles if | sneezed
into the peritoneal cavity. | would have
to think and breathe at the same time.

| had read a story about a medical stu-
dent’s first time in surgery, and his
humiliation on not knowing his glove
size. At the rnoment, this story was all |
could remember about anything.
“What, you don't know your glove size?
My God, don’t you know ANYTHING?
How can | operate with IDIOTS?
HAHAHAHAHAHA!"

| had not the slightest idea of my
glove size. Medium? #2? | didn't even
know the unit of measure.

You should understand that | was a
shy recluse when sober, and | didn't
think the usual remedy for this would be
appreciated in the O.R.

Some kind soul showed me how to
scrub, and | did that until the bleeding

Continued on page 2

HAVE YOU HAD
HEALTH INSURANCE
PREMIUMS INCREASE

THE PAST YEAR?
READ ON ...

Re: FMA Sponsored Medical Program
for Physicians and Stafl

Dear Lee County Medical Society
Member:

In reviewing current insurance or
financial publications, many comments
are readily available about rising medi-
cal costs and the corresponding
increases in health insurance premi-
ums. The FMA sponsored Group Medi-
cal Program is experiencing the same
problems as the claims payments com-
pared to premiums collected for the
FMA Sponsored Group Medical Pro-
gram continues to be high.

There are no magic answers to reduc-
ing these premium increases, but the
general public, medical providers and
third party payors continuously are
seeking ways to control these costs in
order to maintain the affordability of
health insurance.

We too are constantly searching for
additional ways to control claims cost
which helps to control premiums with-
out penalizing the insured and provider.

One possible solution is we will be
offering our insureds a Preferred Pro-
vider option whereby FMA members
would contract with FLAMEDCO to
provider medical services to our FMA
insured (including FMA members, their
families and employees) and accept
payment on a pre-determined fee basis.
This should then allow us to discount
the premiums for those electing the
PPO coverage.

Please respond to the survey that was
mailed twice to all FMA members.
Return to FLAMEDCO as soon as pos-
sible.

The purpose of establishing this Pre-
ferred Provider Organization is not only
to benefit our current FMA insureds,
but to try to provide aprogram for those
of you who are FMA members but who
are not currently insured through the
FMA Sponsored Insurance Program an
opportunity to enroll, which may pro-
vide you with coverage that may be
more competitive as far as premiums
are concerned than your current medi-
cal.coverage.

Sincerely,
Jack L. McAbee
Vice President

Editor's Note: 63 physicians have
responded from Lee County - we need
YOUR input, send back the survey
form.)

IF YOU HAVE NOT MADE
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONTO
UNITED WAY ...

DO IT TODAY!!
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

(continued from page 1)

Program and the Senior Care Program are
two good examples of some positive steps
that we have taken in this area in the past
several years. The Mini-Internship Pro-
gram this year will be in the capable hands
of Dr. Valerie Moore. | encourage each of
you, if asked, to participate. However, the
one thing with the Mini-Internship Pro-
gram is that we can only reach a limited
number of people, usually about 4 to 6
each session. We need to reach more peo-
ple than that. Each of you touch hundreds
of people each week in your offices . . .
good public relations begin there. People
in our county need to realize that we are
not, here again, greedy, and aloof as we
are often portrayed by the press. Pro-
grams like the Mini-Internship Program
and the Senior Care Program help the
public understand that we do care.

Again, | look forward to working for you,
and with you this year. Let's makeita good
one! ®m

DR. JOHN

(continued from page 1)

became too severe. | backed into the
next room and a nurse slid the gown
over my outstretched hands, pulled it
snug around me and tied the strings.

Now my hands were suspended in
space, gleaming in the bright lights.
Maybe they will just fall off. Please, let
them fall off. My fingers still wiggled.
Oh, crap.

The nurse looked at my hands. She
looked at my eyes. Here it comes.

"You look like size 7'%," she said.

She could have said, "You look like
the square root of Avogadro's Number,"
and | could not have argued.

| gurgled some repy, the details of
which are lost to history, and then
plunged my hand into the outstretched
latex glove, managing to matchdigit for
digit. It fitl | belonged! Gimme that scal-
pel thing!

Tothis day | don't know how size 7 or
8 gloves feel. | don'tcare. | do know that
Aesop was correct; no act of kindness,
however small, is ever wasted.

Thank you, ma’am. ®

John R. Agnew, M.D.

1991 LCMS OFFICERS & BOARD OF GOVERNORS

WILLIAM P. EVANS, M.D.
President

Medical Specialty: Urology
Education: B.A. Degree, College of
Waooster, Ghio; M.D. Degree, University
of Cincinnati; Surgery Internship, Bow-
man Gray School of Medicine; Urology
Residency, North Caroclina Baptist
Hospital.

Married to Lisa. Has three children.
Hobbies: Piano, fishing, skiing

“Participating in the LCMS has afforded me
the opportunity of learning more about how
organized medicine “works™. It helps to keep me
informed. Moreouer, it's my way of paying back
for all the advantages and oppertunities medi-
cine has given me over the years.”

VALERIE C. MOORE, M.D.
President-Elect

Medical Specialty: Ophthalmology
Education: B.S. Degree, Memphis State
University; M.S. Degree, Florida State
University; M.D. Degree, University of
Florida, General Surgery Internship,
University of Florida; Ophthalmology
Residency, University of Kansas.
Married to Jeff Moore, Hendry County
School Teacher. Has two children.

"Participating in your professional organiza-
tion is important for helping direct the future
course of medicine. | believe each individual can
make a difference!”

PHILLIP E. ANDREWS, M.D.
Treasurer

Medical Specialty: Otolaryngology;
Head and Neck Surgery
Education: M.D., Medical College of
Georgia; Internship, Roanoke Memo-
rial Hospital, VA; Residency, WVA Med-
ical Center; Special interest in Allergy.
Married to Cindy. Has four children.
Hobbies: Gardening, fishing, cars

" am involved in the County Society
because direct participation is the only way 1o
keep the organization moving forward. We all
need and benefit from organized medicine.”

STEVEN R. WEST, M.D.

Member-At-Large ('91)
Medical Specialty: Cardiology
Educalion: Undergraduate School,
Indiana University; M.D. Degree,
Indiana University School of Medicine;
Internal Medicine Internship and Resi-
dency, Indiana University School of
Medicine; Cardiovascular Disease Fel-
lowship, Indiana University and the
Krannert Institute of Cardiology.
Married to Jane. Has quadruplets and
one regular child.
Hobbies: Golfing, tennis and raising
children.

“The Lee County Medical Society has an
impartant role to play in improving the public
image of physicians as well as improuing the
delivery of health care in Lee County.”

RONALD J. DELANS, M.D.
Member-At-Large ('92)

Medical Specialty: Internal Medicine;
Nephrology

Education: B.S. Degree, Magna Cum
Laude, University of Miami; M.D.
Degree, University of Miami School of
Medicine; Internship at University of
Miami Affiliated Hospital; Internal Med-
icine Residency, University of South
Florida; Nephrology Fellowship, North-
western University and University of
South Florida.

Married 1o Mary. Has two children.
Hobbies: Golfing, traveling and fore-
most spending time with my children.

"My goals are to maintain the highest of
ethical standards in our medical community
and to encourage our physicians to continue to
provide quality patient oriented healthcare.”

KIM L. SPEAR, M.D.
Past President

Medical Specialty: Dermatology
Education: Undergraduate at Univer-
sity of lllinois; M.D. Degree, University
of lllinois, Residency, Mayo Clinic.
Married to Jayne. Has three children.
Hobbies: Skiing, golf

"I HAVE SAID ENOUGH!™

i

RODGER W. SHAVER, M.D.
Secretary

Medical Specialty: Dianostic Radiology
Education: M.D. Degree, University of
Minnesota Medical School; Intern Med-
icine Internship, University of Florida;
Diagnostic Radiology Residency, Uni-
versity of Florida. Special interest in
Intervential Radiology.

Married to Cynthia. Has five children.
Hobbies: Tennis, Boating, “children”

“The Lee County Medical Society should be o
tool to maintain the public health of our com-
munity and 1o preserve medicine as a fulfilling
profession. The Society must have the active
participation of its membership to function well
i this capacity.”

DONN O. FULLER, M.D.
Member-At-Large ('92)
Medical Specially: Orthopedic Surgery
Educalion: M.D. Degree, University of
lowa Medical School; Orthopedics
Internship and Residency, Mayo Cinic;
Special interest, Arthritis Surgery,

Sports Medicine and Arthroscopy.
Single

Hobbies: Snow skiing, windsurfing,
tennis, fishing

“I appreciate being asked to serve on the
Medical Society Board and | will serve you tothe
best of my ability.”

DOCTOR
OF THE DAY
PROGRAM

With the 1931 Florida Legislative Ses-
siondrawing near,itistimetobeginsched-
uling physicians to serve as Doctor of the
Day. Physicians who are willing to give a
day oftheirtimeduringthesession provide
a means to meetaveryreal needin health
care lor our legislators and their staffs, In
addition, this program proves to be a vital
factor in improving physician-legislator
relations.

The Regular Session begins March 5,
1991andisscheduled toadjournon May?3,
1991, During the 1991 Session, the FMA
has reserved a room at a local hotel to be
used by the Doctor of the Day and mem-
bers of his/her family. This year there will
again be two Doctors of the Day, one each
torthe Houseand Senate.

If youdesire to serve in 1991, please call
the Societyofficefortheformlist,yourfirst,
second and third preferences, and return
to: P.O. Box 10269, Tallahassee, FL32302.
The Doctorofthe Day Programisprovided
Tuesday through Thursday until April 5,
The service Is provided Monday through
Fridaythereafter.

Ms. Carol dedarnette, FMA Capital
Office, will be coordinating the arrange-
ments for the Doctor of the Day Pro-
gram, ®|
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WHAT’'S NEW ? $5000? NO way.
Current News & Happenings At Area Hospitals FINALLY . .. a dependable healthcare software system that's
affordable! with over 5,000 systems installed, Medisoft® Patient
CAPE CORAL HOSPITAL Accounting has earned a reputation as the value leader in
CAPE CORAL HOSPITAL HOSTS “ELDERLY AND ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE" healthcare software.
P
Cape Coral Hospital will host a Continuing Medical Education (CME) program on"The © COMPREIENSIVE Accounts receivable  ® INTEGRATED Insurance hilling

Elderly and Alzheimer's Disease" on Thursday, January 24th in VIP Rooms Aand Batthe ¢ IMPROVED Collection ¢ EASY To leamn and use
hospital. - e EXPERT Advise and tech support

Nationally known lecturer Morris Green, M.D., Ph.D., Medical Director at the Daughters
of Miriam Center of the Aged in Clifton, New Jersey will be the speaker.

The program will begin at 6 p.m. with cocklails and dinner.

For reservations to this event, call Yvette Sisco at 574-0393 by January 22nd.

The pregram is sponsored by Mead-Johnson Pharmaceuticals.

QUTPATIENT TESTING CENTER TO OPEN

Call Now

275-3334 $ 99
D/M Computer Services

3914 Cleveland Ave. Suite 4 COMPLETE

Ft. Myers, FL 33901

ThegOulpalient Testing Center of Cape Coral Hospital will open its doors on January
2nd, 1991,

This new facility is equipped to handle all the necessities needed to perform: chest x- ¥
rays, sinus x-rays, Holter monitor, charts, lab work, EKS and Pre-admissicn testing. They
are staffed with fully qualified technicians to take care of all physician testing requests. -

Cape Coral Hospital's Outpatient Testing Center is located at 4617 Del Prado Boule- United Health Care
vard (on the northeast corner of Del Prado and Coronado intersection). The Center will
be open Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For more information, call the Center at 549-8884, =

LEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
DONALD GERSON NAMED PRESIDENT OF MEDICAL STAFF

Services, Inc.

ASSISTING YOU TO PROVIDE A TOTAL
HOME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM

Donald E. Gerson, M.D. has been named 1990-91 President of the Lee Memorial Hospi-
tal Medical Staff. A radiologist, Dr. Gerson has been on the Medical Stalf at LeeMcmor?a\ . 2',;’2;“;':'{3’;&“?%’;:“."5; & ) %:r'v'-l‘co:ur' O e
since 1976. He is a graduate of Harvard University Medical School and completed his Suppllr.'; ® free Dellvery & Pkck-up
internship at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York and his residency at Peters Bent Brigham & Diabetic Supply Center ® Resplratory Theraplst On Staff At
HcSpilal in Boston. Dr. Gerson is Board Certified in Radiology. ° g'r:’-;l'";:‘w; :‘cﬂ!“fzﬁ;:imiu . g"-‘ C:“.S!u - i

ther Lee Memorial Hospital Medical Staff Officers include Peter M. Sidell, M.D., @ Renlals, Sules aenvice - peldperntc ool

Thoracic Surgeon, President-Elect; Lawrence R. Antonucci, M.D., Obstetrician/Gynecol- fquipment Yo biced Aespatcey o :
ogist, Past President; and Department Chairman Paul D. Mantell, M.D. Internal Medicine; SERVING ALL OF 5.W. FLORIDA

Thomas E. Kowalsky, M.D., General Surgery; Randall P. Cowdin, M.D., Obstetrics/ Gyne- 3805 Fowler Street, Suite 3

cology; Manuel J. Mon, M.D., Pediatrics; Currin Nichol, M.D., Emergency Medicine; -282-6361 Fort Myers, Florida 33901 813)936-

George E. Kalemeris, M.D., Pathology; and Robert E. Gerson, M.D., Radiology. 1-800-2 Y LR ( ) 936-1800
Department of Medicine Representatives on the Executive Committee include Michael

G. RayEmnthéD‘]VOn&oéogrijuHemntologist: (IBeorge P. Fitzgerald, M.D. Family Practi-
tioner; Lane R. Carlin, M.D., Neurologist; Ronald J. Delans, M.D., Nephrologist; Stephen 2

E. Hannan, M.D., Pulmonologist; Douglas D. Heldreth, M.D.,Imernlst:pEdwa?dJ.TogpgarL DOI’I t Ga.mble On Your Future'oo
M.D,, Cardiologist; and Nancy M. Troast, D.O., Internist.

Department of Surgery Representatives on the the Executive Committee include
Michael J. Sweeney, M.D., General Surgeon; Abbott Kagan, Il, M.D., Orthopedic Sur-
geon; Richard J. Lane, M.E., Otolaryngologist; Jeflrey W. Lewis, M.D., General Surgeon;
and Donald C. Williamson, M.D., Anesthesiclogist.

Lee Memorial Hospital's Medical Staff is composed of 472 physicians representing
?;tmq?l dﬁO specialties. Approximately 75 percent of the Medical Stafl is Board

ertified. ®

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
LABORATORY RECEIVES CERTIFICATION

In October, the Clinical Laboratory at Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center
received a two-year certification from the College of American Pathologists (CAP). The
internationally recognized certification verified that The Center meets the highest stan-
dards in a clinical laboratory environment. The laboratory is one of 4,000 CAP accredited ———
laboratories in the nation.

According to Phil Lotti, Administrative Director of the Laboratory, a CAP certification

The stakes are too high for you to rely on professional liability
Insurance companies that have a history of “here today. gone
tomorrow.” Don’t gamble on the future of your professional
liabllity insurance protection — make a sure bet with Tlorida
Physiclans Insurance Company (FPIC).

NFPIC

FLORICA PHTSCUANS INSURANCE COMPANY

for more Information call an Underwriting Representative
at 1-800-342-8349 or 1-904-354-5910

Sponsored by the Florida Medical Assoclation.

tells the community “this laboratory facility and its professional personnel can be

depended on to provide the most effective, efficient quality services available. It is also a BATSON
signal of excellence to the physicians and patients who receive service from the labora-
tary. They can feel comfortable knowing results generated meet the highest standards of ARNAHAN
accreditation that can be achieved in the clinical test environment. CAP certification pro-
vided a high confidence level in these groups. QYLE
To receive GAP certification, a facility is inspected by a team of laboratory scientists
and pathologists. Using stringent guidelines, they inspect procedures, quality assurance uy P.A.
protocols, recording of data, dissemination of results and the qualification and perform- CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

ance of laboratory personnel. Larry Seidenstein, M.D., Medical Director of the Labora-
tory, added, “We are pleased we continue to receive CAP certification.”

“It's important not to lose sight of the fact that it's the quality and technological profi-
ciency of the professional laboratory scientists and pathologists that make the system
work. They operate the equipment, analyze the specimens, interpret the data and keep

FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
INVESTMENT COUNSELING
INCOME TAX PLANNING AND RETURN PREPARATION
DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLANS

current on technolegy. It is always the people who make the real difference in a lit
laboratory. We are happy their efforts have been recognized,” concluded Lotti. Aty MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING:
SASELLIT ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS
E PHOTOGRAPHY IN CATH LAB OFFICE SYSTEMS REVIEW
One of the most revolutionary medical devices since the CT scanner, the BiPlane Digi- COMPUTERIZED BILLING SYSTEMS REVIEW
tal Cardiac Imaging System is now used a1 Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center. EMPLOYEE PRODUCTIVITY - CASH CONTROLS - WORK FLOW
The computerized system, originally developed for high-resolution satellite photogra-
phy, now provides delailed X-Ray movies during cardiac cathelerizationand angioplasty. 8211 College Parkway ¢ Fort Myers, Florida  482-5522

According to Richard H, Davis, M.D., cardiologist and Medical Director of the Catheteriza-
tion Lab, "The Center is the first facility in Florida to obtain this equipment.”
“Alter looking at cath labs in many parts of the country, we determined the Philips DCI

to be the most advanced. With this new digital equipment, our lab will have the most ;U “THE HOME iMJ
modern diagnostic capabilities available, making it one of the premier labs in the I '_'m_‘
RS INFUSION SOLUTION" ri‘;&_a;'g
oF

Southwest.

“The DCI will help us in the interpretation of data and will allow a quality of imaging
which is superior to any other system. Therefore the quality of results and the data !
derived will be at an advanced level," concluded Dr. Davis. The sophisticated imaging will

be especially beneficial for cardiac diagnostics = SERVICES THERAPIES
B Patient Education B LV. Antibiotics
& Clinical Monitering B TPN/Enteral Nutrition
REGARDING HOME ADDRESS B Hi-Toch Noring = Chemetherary
B Pharmaceutical Services B Pain Management
. B Delivery Services B Aerosol Pentamidine
The Lee County Medical Societ INFORMATION! 5 . s
Sﬁ'lco cggnot and does not give ous; Also, we need to be kept appraised of B Third Party Reimbursement B Other AIDS-Related Therapies
ome addresses or home telephone any changes in your office addresses, ici i
numbers. We asked for this information telephone numbers and office managers. Ser\ﬂ:lng All ?f Southwest Flom!u
on our survey in case of emergency and WE TRY TO KEEP IN TOUCH, SO YOU 3856 Evans Avenue, Suite 1, Fort Myers, Florida 33901
to use in a disaster. PLEASE DO NOT BE IN TOUCH . . .SEND US YOUR (813) 278-5151 m 1-800-448-7057

CALL OR ASK FOR THIS PRIVATE CHANGE OF ADDRESS! =
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FLORIDA PHYSICIANS ASSOCIATION
BATTLES FTC

The FPA is currently facing an
extremely important battle with the
Federal Trade Commission. The case
involves an IPA of Ob Gyn physicians
in Jacksonville. The FPA helped form
the IPA in 1987. The IPA successfully
negotiated several contracts, one of
which was with Av-Med. Almost
immediately the FTC began an inves-
tigation of both the IPA and the FPA,
Now the FTC is threatening to file a
complaint in Federal Court. Two
separate issues are involved.,

The first issue is:

Many private practicing physi-
cians lawfully join together in
independent practice associa-
tions or similar types of groups
for the purpose of contracting
directly with employers, HMO's,
PPQ's, etc. without the "group”
becoming a typical financially
integrated group practice or
being capitated as a group for the
services it offers.

It is our position that if the purpose
and aclions of the group are pro-
competitive then it maye lawfully
negotiate contracts. The FTC staff
says no, This issue may well be cru-
cial to the future of the private prac-
tice of medicine. Many employers are
seeking innovative ways to provide
health care benefits. They are dissat-
isfied with HMO's and PPQO's and are
looking instead to contract directly
with providers. In order for such
direct contracting approaches to be
feasible employers must be able to
contract with groups such as IPA's
where private physicians join
together to enter into certain types of
agreements but otherwise maintain
their independent practices.

The second issue is:

May the FTC lawfully order
restitution in such cases.

In our case, the FTC argues that the
doctors successfully negotiated fee
increases for the group. The FTC
further argues that such joint negoti-
ations were illegal. It therefore is
seeking to have the physicians repay
to Av-Med the increased fees the phy-
sicians allegedly received. This is a
never before tried approach for the

.AD‘NNER BY

ONS O
SERVAT!
R oLEASEM

FTC. We do not believe the FTC has
the lawful authority to order restitu-
tion. If the FTC succeeds in this case,
it would apply not just to physicians
but to all types of FTC alleged price
fixing cases.

If the FTC is successful, the com-
bined impact of these two positions
would make the creation orcontinua-
tion of physician controlled IPA's

" anywhere in the country very risky.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified Ads are only for Physician
Members of the Society's use.

BEAUTIFUL 3.3 acre estate lot, 350 + feet
on north shore of river. Phillip Andrews,
839-1441 or 997-9019.

HOME FOR SALE - McGregor Woods, 4
miles to new Lee Hospital. 3 BR, 2 Bath,
Family Rm., Fireplace, LR and DR, Atrium
Entrance, Well, sprinkler system, beauti-
fully landscaped. Call 466-5729.

Meadowbrook Park

PRIVATE PERSONAL CARE ROOMS
&
ASSISTED LIVING APARTMENTS

A NURSING HOME ALTERNATIVE

Located immediately north of Southwest
Reglonal Medical Center

® PERSONAL CARE SUPERVISED BY
A QUALIFIED REGISTERED NURSE

& EMERGENCY CALL-RESPONSE SYSTEM
24 HOUR ATTENDANT ON DUTY

® Administration or supervision of
medications

® Assistance with bathing., dressing, ambu-
lation & activities of living

® Thiee daily meals and snacks

® Housekeeping & Laundry Service
Included

® Scheduled Activities & Transportation

O.P.T.I.O.N. Care.

of Southwest Florida

HOME LV. ANTIOBIOTICS @ TPN @ HYDRATION
PAIN CONTROL @ ENTERAL NUTRITION
S.W. FL’'s Leading Clinical Team
of Registered Pharmacists, RN¥'s & Dietitians

JCAHO Accredited
275-7997

2830 Winkler Ave., Suite 112, Ft. Myers, FL 33901

3666 Tamiami Trail No.
Suite 201
Naples, FL 33940

261-6353

3028 A-1 Caring Way
Pt. Charlotte, FL 33952

743-0522

PROMPT ACTION ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS BRINGS RESULTS.

e Medical Collection Specialists
e Member Florida Collectors Assn,

CALL US TODAY.

e Iull Skiptracing Services

e Experienced and Professionally

Trained Collectors
e Serving Florida for 2

Lee 275-8030 e Charlotte 637-7444

PROFESSIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF FORT MYERS
A c 12995 Cleveland Ave., #283 P.0. Box 06133

0 Years

® Fully Insured

e Bonded Forwarding Agent

able Upon Request
® Cardless Computer System

e Member American Collectors Assn.

e Regular Progress Updates Avail-

e (Collier 598-2026

=gl

SUNCOAST REHABILITATION

Providing Complete Therapy Services

® Physical & Speech Therapy

*® Sports & Occupational Therapy
® Hand Rehabilitation

* Biodex Testing

* Social Services

® Dictary Services

o™ Gireg and Angela Collins, Ouners e e e N R S

FORT MYERS 3594 Broadway, Suite #D 275-3432
939-1393 CAPE CORAL 1435 S.E. 8th Ter., Suite #C 772-5868
NAPLES 700 2nd Ave. N., Suite #202 263-8339
LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY Bulk Rate
P.O. BOX 06041
Fort Myers, Florida 33906-6041 Permi No. 554




