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THERE WILL BE N O 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING IN APRIL 
OUR N EXT MEETlNG WILL BE 

MAY 20TH 
We arc working on a speaker•· if you have 

any suggestions, please contact our Program 
Chairman, Dr. George Kalcmeris or call the 
Society Office at 936· 1645. • 

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 15- 19 • FMA Annual Meeting, Or

lando World Marriott. 
May 20 • LCM S G eneral Membership 

Meeting. 
Summer • LCMS is accepting recommen

dations for children and youth to attend the 
Florida Diabetes Camp. 

Call the Society office at 936· 1645 for fur• 
thcr information. • 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
Do we have your current -

• Office Address 
• Telephone & Fax Number 

• Home Address? 
\Y/c can't adequately serve you and commu

nicate with you if we aren't able to reach you! 
PLEASE CALL U S AT 936- 1645 

with any updates to your file. • 

FMA & MEMBERS 
DEFEAT 

WRONGFUL DEATH 
STATUTE EXPANSION 
HB 909 was defeated by a unanimous 

vote in the House Judiciary Subcommittee 
(Court System/Probate and Consumer Law) 
on Monday, March 11. 

T he FMA, working with the hospital 
associations, was successful in defeating the 
trial bar proposal which would have allowed 
a non•depcndcnt adult child to sue in the 
wrongful death of a parent due to medical 
negligence. 

For the second time in the comm ittee, 
Rep. Bill Sublette (R.Orange) spoke strongly 
against the bill. The bill was heard last week, 
but a vote was not nikcn. 

Although there is a Senate version of the 
bill, defeating the House bill should stop any 
action on the Senate Bill. The FMA is work
ing with the bill sponsor and committee 
chairman to ensure this. 

Votini; against the bill were Rep. Keith 
Arnold (D•Lec). Rep. John Cosgrove (D· 
Dade), Rep. Je rry Melvin (R•Okaloosa), 
Rep. Bill Sublette (R·Orangc), Rep. John 
Thrasher (R.Clay) and Rep. Steve Feren (D· 
Broward). • 

THE VOICE OF LEE COUNTY MEDICINE 
Fort Myers, Florida 

John W. Snead, M.D., Editor 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

ALAN D. SIEG EL, M.D. 

"FAILING GRADES" 
Correct me if I'm wrong: you liked getting report cards. 

Although the level of anxiety was h igh, the grades usu• 
ally affinned that hard work paid off in good grades. All 
Florida hospitals recently received their report cards from 
the Agency for Health Care AdministTation directed by 
Douglas Cook. It claims to give patients and consumers a 
guide to the cost and quality of medical care provided at 
our state's 202 hospitals. Predictably the "winners" arc 
touting the wisdom of the document and the "losers" arc 
questioning the methods. I h'1d a chance to review the 
report card provided to our county medical society and 
wanted to share my though ts with you. 

The 1996 Guide to Florida Hospitals rates o n ly three 
things •• length of stay, charges, and mortality. The im• 
plication is that these arc equivalent to quality and can 
be used to pick the "best" hospitals. They don't ran k by 

the actual variable, but predict what the variable should be according to a complex for
mula which they assure us is "cutting edge." 

I am not an expert in most fields but I do have a feel for pulmonary medicine. The results 
were surprising. In our county Gulf Coast Hospital was the best and South west Florida 
Regional Medical Center the worst. Mortality at SWFRMC was 7.J I% and rated low be
cause it exceeded the "predicted" mortality rate. Peninsula Medical Center in O rmond 
Beach has a 9.26% mortality bu t was ranked near the rop because this rate was below the 
"predicted" mortality. One of the finest hospitals in our area was tiny Raulerson Hospital in 
Okeechobee. Other hospitals that ranked at the top were North Okaloosa Medical Center 
in Crestview, Lake C ity Medical Center, and Doctor's Memorial Hospital in Bonifay. The 
only teaching hospital to be ranked was Shands Hospital in Gainesville. With all due 
respect to the hospitals involved a few words come to mind• ridiculous, impossible, pre• 
postcrous arc a few. They arc ranking something all right, but I guarantee you it has noth
ing to do with quality. 

The bottom line is that the technology to make report cards on hospitals - or physicians 
for that matter ~ do not exist at this time. One has to wonder what the 11corrcccu mortality 
rate should be? If a hospital allows terminal patients to die with dignity will there be an 
administr.:1cor wringing his hands over the effect on the next report card? A doctor who 
admits o n ly the sickest patients will be penalized by excessive lengths of stay and high 
mortality. The best course for a hospital will be to ship the sick patients down the road to 
the nearest "teach ing h ospital." 

You may nsk why we should even waste our time thinking abou t such ridiculous docu
ments ? Unfortunately the public, insurance companies, and the media have few sources to 
use to rate medic.11 care. They will use these numbers to make decisions. T here will be 
winners and losers. Don't be surprised in the next year or two when these repo rts are avail .. 
able on the Internet for both hospitals and physicians. 

So whntshould we tell our patie.nts about this latest offense by Doug Cook and his band? 
I say 11garbagc in, garbage out." Patients need to look at a doctors t raining, reputation and 
hospital affiliation. They need to use their county medical societies as sources of informa .. 
tion. We need to develop techniques to create report cards that reflect reality. In the mean
time I suggest we send Doug Cook to Raulerson Hospital if he ever develops a lifc•threat
ening pulmonary illness. I'll give the 1996 Guide to Hospitals in Florida the grade it de• 
serves .. "F. 11 • 
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AS I RECALL. .. 
ROGER D . SCOTT, M.D. 

NORTH o r SOUTH 
Q uite a while back, about 25 or 27 years 

ago, when rhc srnrue of General Robert E. 
Lee was positioned facing the South on the 
corner o f First and Monroe Street, the 
U.D.C. (United Daughters of the Confed
eracy for you Yankees) really squawked about 
the fact that General Lee was facing South 
instead of North. It seems that he should be 
attacking the enemy North rather than re• 
treating South; however, the original plans 
stuck. Today it seems that the original plan· 
ner was quite foresight in placing General 
Lee facing south as he is looking towards 
more Yankees now than he would be if he 
were facing the north! 

A monument at the Fort Myers Coun ty 
Club was built in honor of Mrs. Toorie 
McGregor Terry by her second husband, Dr. 
Terry, after her death in 1912. The statue 
was originally erected at Five Poin ts which 
would be directly beneath the down ramp 
of the now "old" Caloosahatchee River 
bridge. Anderson Avenue (MLK Blvd. now), 
Carson Street, Cleveland Avenue, 
McGregor Boulevard a nd Main Street all 
joined at this point. When the bridge was 
built the fountain was placed somewhere in 
storage and was rebuilt for the opening of 
the new Country Club. It is indeed beauti
ful, and if you have never walked around it 
and been close to it, you should take time to 
stop and examine the decoration on the 
botto m part. What is decorating this statue, 
is an unusu::il decoration that I have never 
seen utilized on any statue anywhere and l 
th ink that you too would be surprised. 

There was a plaque at Punta Rassa ( very 
near the North side of the beginning of th e 
bridge) commcmornting the "first news" of 
the Spanish-American War reaching the 
United S tates. Punta Rassa was a very thriv
ing little community on February 15, 1898 
when the telegraph station that had an un• 
derground cable to Havana, Cuba received 
word of the sinking o f the battleship Maine 
in Havana Harbour and the beginning of the 
short Spanish-American War. It was from 
Punta Rassa that the news of this conflict 
was spread through the United States by 
telegraph. The East Coast of Florida was 
undevelo ped and the o nly communication 
with Cuba was through Punta Rassa so all 
news of the war was re layed th rough this 
little settlement. It is unfortunate that the 
plaque was moved from the original tele
graph station site and p laced somewhere 
amongst the hotels that arc now in this area. 
I have not located it since it was moved but 
someone told me that it is still around. 

Did you know that the first Tarpon ever 
caught on a Rod and Reel was caught at 
Punta Rassa? 

Did you know that General Lee's horse was 
named 11Travclcd" Don't know if General 
Grant had a name for his horse. • 
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PHYSICIANS IN THE NEWS 
Robert D. Paseotco, M.D., was elected 

President of the Florida Society of Thoracic 
and Cardiovascular Surgeons (FSTCS) at its 
annual meeting in Palm Beach on February 
25, 1996. 

David M. Shapiro, M.D,, has been nomi• 
naced for a position on the Board of the 
Florida Physicians Insurance Company. • 

SUPPORT THOSE THAT 
SUPPORT US 

LCMS FLAM PAC Committee would like 
to recognize those physcians who arc actively 
supporting their profession by paying their 
Political Action Dues. This is an on-going 
list as payment is received: 
Belcastro, Vincent Evans, William 
Borden, James Kilfoyle, Richard 
Brctton, Paul Lirvana.s

1 
Lee. 

Bryan, Frank Rizzo, Jasper 
Castellanos, Ronald • 

HOW TO OBTAIN A 
UPIN DIRECTORY 

Providers who want to obtain a Unique 
Physician lden1ification Number (UPIN) 
directory should call Medicare Part B's Pro• 
v1der Customer Service Department m (904) 
353-3205. 

They should not call the Health Care Financ
ing Adminis1ration (HCFA) office, as they do 
not ha,•e copies o( the UPIN directory • 

1995 INFINITI - J30 
Assume 17 remaining months on 36 
month lease 
• 15,000 yearly mileage allowance 
• Immaculate• low mileage 
• Crimson Pearl 
NO DOWN PAYMENT with ap• 
proved credit. 

$452 per month• call John 
941/63 7-5962 

Current Lessee has multiple melanoma. 
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FOUR RECEIVE LIFE MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES 

Left to right: William N. Dakos, M.D., Roy S. Giles, M.D., and Artlrnr R. Miller, M.D. 
Noq,ictured: Orville E. Blank, M.D. 

At the March 18th General Membership Meeting, four Lee County physicians were 
recognized fo r 35 years of service to 1he medical profession. 

Orville E. Blank, M.D., OB/GYN Specialist, began practice in Lee County in 1960 
with Or. LY. Radkins and later joined by Or. J. Thom;is Donalson. He retired in l 986. 

William N . Dakos, M.O., ENT Specialist, began prac1ice in Lee County in 1960. In 
1982, he rettred for several year:. only to decide to rc1urn 10 1he active practice of medicine 
in 1987. 

Roy S. Giles, M.D., General Family Practice Specialist, began practice in Lee County 
in 1960. He retired from private practice in 1975 and bcg;in working in the Emergency 
Room at Lee Memorial l lospirnl. He is now at the Lee County Public Health Unit. 

Arthur R. Miller, M.O., Radiology Specialist, be1,-an practice m Miam,, Florida. From 
1961 to 1989 he was with North Mi;im1 Medical Center; 1989 to 1992 with Parkway Medi
cal Centernnd in 1992 he discovered E:ist Pointe Hospital and is now one of their hospital 
based radiologists. • 

MINI-INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

On March 18 and 19, 1996, LCMS provided a two-day mini-internship program to the 
following business professionals: Pat Matheny, Manager of Sun Trust Bank's Lehigh Acres 
Branch; the Rev. Charles Smith of the Church of God; Alan Zuckerman, VP First Union 
Nmional Bank; Marylou Ga Iyo, Medical Reporter for WINK-TV. Faculty for these interns 
were: Allen T. Jacobs, M.D.; Howard N. Barrow, M.O.; Michael!~ Gross, M.D.; Ronald J. 
Dclans, M.D. 

Also on March 18th, LCMS provided a special one-day program for busines, profession• 
als o( NationsBank. Participants were: G reg G utheim, Karen Orebaugh, Marsha I-lobe, 
Scou Harrison, Fronk Duv:11, Robert Me ier, Brian Sloan, Steve Tun,cr, Kitty Petrick, Sylvia 
Rodriquez., Diane Mason :1nd Peter Sz.vctics. Faculty for these interns were: David G. Gnnr, 
M.D.; Rodger W. Shaver, M.O.; Oscar Alea, M.D.; John S. Fifer, M.D.; Steven R. West, 
M.O.; Brian Hoffmann, M.D.;John C. K;igan, M.D.; Marc Schneider, M.D.; Larry Eisenfeld, 
M.D.; Irwin J. K:,sh, M.O.; Michael Raymond, M.D.; William Kokrt l, M. D. 

All the interns were invited guests at the General Membership Dinner Meeting March 
18th and for a Debriefing Breakfast at East Pointe Hospital on March 20th. The Debriefing 
Breakfast provided an opportunity for the interns to share their feelings about their expe
rience. AH expressed a newly-found appreciation of the long hours physicians devote to 
their practices, the high degree of professionalism and competence of physicians and their 
staffs, the compassion shown by physicians toward patients and their families, and the 
ability of physicians to present :m encouraging, positive demeanor in the face of sometimes 
very unfavorable prognoses. The interns viewed this Mini-Internship Program as a valu
able educational 1001 for the community, and expressed their hopes that it would continue 
to be offered._ TI,c physicians felt they too profited by interfacing with other professionals 
from the busmess community, :-md in revisiting the reasons they chose a career in mcdi• 
cine. This introspection is a luxury physicians seldom have time for. 

O ur thanks to Ronald J. Delans, M.O., who acted as the Program Coordinato r for this 
presentation, and to all the physician facu lty. • 

LABELS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM SOCIETY 
At the March General Membership Meeting, members review and approved a mailing 

labels purchase agreement. We have put an insert in this month's Bulletin. Below is the 
price list for the purchase of labels: 
Member/Applicant ... S75.00 Non-Member .... $200.00 Medical Related .... $200.00 

Non Medical Related .............. $300.00 Non-Profit Organization ...... $ I 25.00 
Florida Sales ·r.,x of 6% is applicable to the above prices. 

Available from the Society Office is a free copy of our current member directory. We do not 
mail due to cost. O ur office is open 9 a.m. • 5 p.m. each week day, phone 936-1645. • 
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LEE COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY ALLIANCE/ 
FOUNDATION NEWS 

Respectfully submiued by Nancy Barrow, 
Corresponding Secretary 

1996- 1997 N OMINATED OFFICERS 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to 

announce the slate of officers for the upcom• 
ing year. These officers will serve with our 
1996-1997 President, Ana Gregg. 
President-Elect Hartiet Lipschutz 
Vice President Nancy Barrow 
Treasurer Victorin Sweet 
Corresponding Secretary Sue Backstrand 
Recording Secretary Susan Glasser 
Nominating Committee Sherri Zucker 

Franky Margolin 
Julie Bobman 

• 
1996 C I-1/\RITY BALL 

Plan on sharing a magical and memorable 
evening with us to celebrate our Golden 
Anniversary as an Alliance. You will be re• 
ccivine your invitations shortly. lf you have 
not received nn invitation by mid April, 
please contact Sue Backstrand. Seating is 
limited so be sure to get your tickets early. 

Make reservations for the Golf and Ten• 
nis Tournaments. TI,e cost of the Golf Tour• 
nament is S75 per person, and the Tennis is 
S50 per person. 

Rafne tickets a rc now on sale, contact Sue 
Backstrnnd to purchase your tickets in ad
vance. You need not attend the Ball ro pur
chase rafne t ickets. • 

MEDICAID MEDIPASS 
EVALUATION REPORT 
The Flo rida State University Policy Sci• 

cnces Center recently submitted an evalua• 
tion of the Medicaid Medipass program to 
the Agency for Heath Care Administration 
(AHCA). TI,c evaluation focused on Med· 
icaid expenditures, utilization, and satisfoc .. 
tion with Medipass. 

Evaluation results showed consistent pat• 
terns o f lower expenditures for services for 
Medipass enrollees than for traditional fee
for~scrv icc recipients, with the exception of 
pharmacy services. Medipass enrollees also 
use fewer Medicaid services than those re-
ceiving fcc .. for--scrvicc care, the exception 
again being pharmacy services. Overall, cosr 
savings between Medipass and fee-for-service 
over a 39-month period ranged from 8.5 per• 
cent to 19. l percent, with savings per en• 
rollce per case month ranging from S7.58 to 
S 17.08. Results from the survey of enrollees 
and providers show consistent satisfaction 
with 1he program. Mcdipass enrollees and 
providers rate the program as doing a good 
job of assuring access to quality health care. 
For more information on the report, contact 
Judy Cooper in the Tallahassee office. • 

When finished with this issue ... 

TO: INITIALS: 
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MEDICAL EXAMINER RETIRES 
On May I, 1996, Dr. Wallace M. Graves, Jr. will re· 

tire as the District 21 Medical Examiner, ;1 position he 
has held since 1973. Dr. Graves has served as Chair
man of the Florida Medical Examiners Commission, 
widely regarded as among the best in the nation, and 
has also served on the Board of the National Associa
tion of Medical Examiners. He was successful in ob
taining from the county his very own pl:1cc to do au# 
topsics, instead of the dirt floor garage behind Leo 
Engclhardt's funeral home. Progress is sometimes slow 
in coming. The Medical Examiner's Facility is located 
at 70 Danley Drive and was dedicated in June of 1990. 
Dr. Graves and his staff served Lee, Hendry and G lades 
counties. 

Dr. Graves was actively involved in the Medical So
ciety and in the Community as a whole. He established 
the Joint Bar/Medical Committee and produced the 

WALLACE M. G RAVES JR., first Medical/Legal Code for Lee County. This com-
M.D. mince also dealt with many challenging situations be• 

tween physicians and lawyers with Dr. Graves always dedicated to a resolution in a profes
sional and equitable way. He also was instrumental with Dr. \Villiam Bess in bringing the 
9 11 Emergency Telephone number to Lee County. He is involved with rhe Southwest 
Florida Symphony Board. 

We thank him for h is tireless dedication to medicine and the many aspects of his in• 
volvcmcnt with our community. He has indeed mndc it a better pince co live. • 

MANAGED CARE INFORMATION 
If you have information you would like to share with your colleagues on managed care, 

use this Bulletin space. 

AMA DEVELOPS MANAGED CARE DATA BASE FOR 
USE IN RESEARCH PROG RAMS 

Physicians who encounter problems with MCO's, such as denial of care, desclcction, re• 
duccd reimbursement, contractual "gag rules" o r any o ther policies or procedures that inter
fere with sound medical practice should contact the AMA's private sector advocacy team. 

The AMA in compiling data on health c ire plan contracts and managed care organiza· 
tions including patient treatment problems and denial of care. Such inform:ition will be 
used to obtain a realistic, documented view of the relationship between physicians ;md 
managed care health plans. The AMA intends to utilize such data to build evidence for 
their advocacy programs and to enable them to effectively tell medicine's story to the 
media, the public and national state legislators. 

To report problems encountered with an MCO contract or plan, call rhe A M A's senior 
health law attorney, Ms. Carol O'Brien at (312) 464-4367 or fax to (312) 464-5846. • 

G ROUPS REVIEW MANAGED CARE CONTRACTS 
The Florida Medical Association Division of Legal Affairs provides free reviews of man

aged core contracts for its members. The reviews highlight areas of potential concern, and 
arc limited to one review per member per month. Members seeking this service may mail a 
copy of the proposed contract to C hris Nuland, Esq., FMA Division of Legal Affairs, P.O . 
Box 241 1,Jacksonville, FL32203, or call Nu land at (904) 356-1571 for further information. 

Also, the Florida Independent Physicians Associ:ition is now offering contract review 
and evaluation services at a flat .. ratc fee of $ 100 per contract review. An extensive review 
of any health care contract will be undert:ikcn at a fraction of the usual legal cost of such a 
review. If you would like to have access to this service, plc~sc contact FIPA's management 
company, Florida Physician Services at (904) 336-2980. • 

Ne'b#E 
fooM nE """""Max,, As,Qo,,.llQN 

Join FMAmcrnbcr,on the information superhigh· 
way with NedONE, the Florido Medico! 
As~iolion's new computer onlino information 
system. 

Willi NedONE, you con ~oyobroo~of the in· 
fonnction you nocd to know will, didc-of·a·bvtton 
ca,c ond the ,peed of a locol phone coll - com· 

rnun;cctc wi:h cdlooguc,, roa!ivo credit !or online 
CME courses, rood FMA publicoliom, conduct re· 
""'1th through 24-hourlntomct ICMCCS, and par· 
ticipotc in onlinc discuuion groupi. 

Wo encourage you lo subscribe 
to NedONE. Plca,o coll: 

1 (800) 762·0233 
"' (904) 224-6496 

for funher detoil, today! 

Reprint from Jacksonville Medicine I Febmary 1996 

DIAGNOSTIC ACCESS IMAGING, INC. 
"The OPEN MRI of Southwest Florida" 

- Neuroradiologist on Staff 
- Great for Claustrophobics 

l=;:::::::::;:::::::;::==;:=;:::::::i - Very Quiet Procedure 
- Obese Patients (425 lbs) 
- Sedation Rarely Needed 

12995 South Cleveland Avenue Suite 182 
Fort Myers, Florida 33907 (941) 936-3332 

NEW MEMBER APPLICANTS 
Application for Membership 

Active members arc requested to express to the Committee on Ethical & Judicial Affairs 
or Board of Governors any information or opinions they may have concerning the eligibility 
of the applicants. 

BRUCE NAKFOOR, M.D. • RADIATION ONCOLOGY 
Dr. Nakfoor was born in Berwyn, Illinois. Medical School: University 

of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan ( 1987-9 1 ). Internship: Butterworth 
Hospital, Grand Rapids, Michigan ( 1991-92). Residency: Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts ( 1992-96). Board Certifications: 
American Board of Radiation. Dr. Nakfoor will be an associate with Ra

-----• diation Therapy Associa tes, located at 3680 Broadway, Fort Myers. • 

MARTIN EBENGER, M.D •• OBSTETRICS/GYNECOLOGY 
Dr. Ebenger was born in C leveland, Ohio. Mcdic:il School: University 

of Miami, Miami, Florida ( 1988-92). Internship: Arnold Palmer Hospital, 
O rlando, Florida ( 1992-93). Residency: Arnold Palmer Hospital, Orlando, 
Florida ( 1993-96). Dr. Ebcngcr will be an associate with I.cc Memorial Health 
_Systems, located at 19910 S. Tamiami Trail, Estero. • 

MEDICAL RECORDS AND MINORS 
By Barbara H arty-Golder, M.D., J.D. 

Past President of tlie Sarasota Cotmty Medical Society 
ll1c rules which regulate release of medical records of minors arc sometimes complex, 

affected by both the minor's status and sometimes, by the treatment involved. Perhaps 
more than any other area of patient confidenti;ility, management of medical information 
about minors requires excellent grounding in the appropriate legal principles and, occa
sionally, legal advice specific to the particular situation. 

The general statute for release of records provides that the legal guardian may validly 
release infonnation. Florida law designates the parents of a child as the natural guardians of 
the child, with the concurrent ability to consent to treatment and approve disclosure of 
medical inform:uion. 

Thus, in most circumstances, either parent may validly consent to release of medical 
information concerning u child. Legitimate questions arise, however, when the parents arc 
divorced or d isagree about the management of the medical information. It is also bccom• 
ing increasingly common for tecnngers to live apart from the parents, raising questions of 
when cstr;ingccl parents may know and interfere in the medical affairs of their almost• 
grown children. 

All too often, the physicians' office ends up in the middle of fam ily disagreements. Be
cause of the complexity of rules which affect the rights of parents and minor children, it is 
difficult to formulate blanket policies for release of medical infonnation on minors, but a 
few general rules do apply. 

I . Either parent of a minor child may leg,ummcly have access to and release medical 
information o n Lhe child. This means thnt, unless prucntal rights hnve been Lcrminated, 
either parent may execute a valid release. It also means that the custodial parent docs not 
have the right to deprive the non-custodial parent of access to medical records in the event 
of ;1 divorce. 

2. Parent rights may be terminated only by action of the court. If no court order tcrmi• 
nating parental righ ts exists, both parents retain their rights to access the medical informa
tion and execute valid releases. It is wiscsr to insist o n documentation that parent rights 
have been ,enninatcd rather than taking the word of a divorced spouse. 

3. Adoptive parents have all the rights of biologic parents in managing the medical 
affairs of their children. Once adoption has occurred, birth parents have no right to medi
cal information unless specifically permitted by the adoptive parents or the adoption order. 

4. Grandparents and other family members have no right to medical information unless 
permitted by the parents, or unless named a legal guardian of the child in question. It is 
wise to establish early on whether the physician should respond to inquiries from close 
fa mily members. 

5. The unwed minor mother of a child has the right to consent l o treatment, and the 
right to access and release medical information concerning the child. The unwed father, if 
he has acknowledge paternity, has the same rights. 

6. A minor who is o r has been married is no longer considered a minor under the law, 

BATSON 

CARNAHAN 

DovLE 

& co., P.A. 
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Medical Records and Minors • . • Continued from Page Three 
and may control the release of medical records personally. Consent of the parent is not 
required. Prudence dictates, however, that some effort be made to verify the fact of mar• 
riage, especially if the parents and child disagree about releasing the medical record. 

7. Emancipated mino rs a rc those minors who live apart from their parents and arc not 
dependent on the parents for support and care. Before considering a patient an emanci• 
p:ited minor, especially if disagreement is likely between parent and child, legal counsel is 
advisable. The determination of emancipation is a precise, and not always simple, legal 
distinction. 

8. For purpose of releasing medical records, the age of majori ty is .18. When an indi
vidual over the age of 18 is incapable of giving valid consent because of mental incompc• 
tency, a health care surrogate or legal guardian should be appointed· to manage medical 
care, including proper release of medical records. Especially in caring for elderly patients, 
the primary care physician is often in the best position to suggest this to the family. Ap· 
pointing a guardian or surrogate before a crises occurs helps the physician coord inate the 
best possible medical care, for the patient. 

Questions about releasing medical records of children arc common and complex. The 
rules above provide some guidance for clear-cut cases. When the situation is less straight• 
forward, prudent risk management policy dictates seeking legal advice, especially when 
parents or parent and child disagree. 

Disagreements about medical care and rclc~sc of medica l records arc often a sign of more 
pervasive, refractory fami ly problems. TI,e physician who seeks timely legal advice about 
these complex and conflicting responsibilities is much less like ly to be caught in the crossfire 
of family disputes. • 

This anicle is intended ro provide educational infonnation about medico-legal and risk manage• 
ment subjects. It is published with the understanding that it is not inrcnded ro provide legal or other 
professional advice. If legal or other professional advice is needed, the services of a com1,ere111 
professional should be sought. 

Ph)'sicians in U.S. (includes MDs, DOs) .............................................. 722,748 
Attorneys in U.S . .............................................................. ................. .... 896,140 
Physician-attorneys ..... ................................... .............................. about 2,000 
Joint MD-JD programs............. .............................................................. 8 
Fellows, American College of Legal Medicine (up 15% since 1991) .. 684 

An MRI with Sometbing Special . . . 

STARVIEW* MRI 
Patient Entertainment Syste m 

Patients can watch a movie of their choice during their l\lRI exam! 
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PROTECT YOU R DATA 
A s officers grow more and mo re dependent on computers, data security has become a 

more important concern. Computers make information more accessible. Be doubly careful 
when dealing with confidentia l material in electronic form. 

Keep these security tips in mind where you arc working with valuable documents: 
• Don't share your computer password, and don't :isk others to share theirs. 
• Be crcat.ivc wh en you select your passwo rd. Don't use one d1at someone could easily 

guess. Pick the name of your favor ite food, perhaps, or the name of your goldfish instead of 
the first five letters of your las t nt1mc. 

• C h::inb:c your password pcriodicall)'· But make sure th a t you remember what you've 
changed it to! 

• Be careful selecting names fo r sen sitive files: Make them sound innocuous. If you 
don't want anyone to look at your budget report, it is best to avoid naming: this file any .. 
thing that relates to money or budgeting. 

• Don't store confidential data on your hard d rive. Keep this information on disk 
instead. Make an extra copy of this information to store on a back-up disk if necessary. 

• Log off your terminal when you leave the office for any length of time. Leaving your 
computer unattended is like leaving the ign ition keys in your car. 

• Lock your office door whenever you leave. 111is will eliminate temptation. 
• Back up your data frequently. Save infonnation weekly or even daily. 
• Store your diskettes in a secure location. 
• Stay with d,c printer while printing. Destroy a ll "bad" copies of conCidentia l print• 

o uts. 
• D on 't b ring yo ur own softwa r e to 

work . You migh t transmit a virus to your 
company's system. • 

GERIATRIC 
LEGISLATION IN CLUDES 

CME REQU IREMEN TS 
H ouse and Senate bills dealing with geri· 

aerie medicine have been filed and include 
a provision requiring all physicians to take a 
three hour course in geriatrics as a condi
tion of rcl iccnsure. The FMA will oppose 
this bill as long as the CME requirement is 
included. The FMA has already spoken with 
the House bill sponsor, who has agreed to 
remove this requirement from the bill. 

The FMA has filed legislation which re
peals the existing C ME mandates, which in• 
elude risk management, A IDS and domes• 
tic violence. The major sponsors in the 
House arc Rep. Mark Flanagan (R-Mana• 
tee), Rep. Debbie Horan (D-Monroe) and 
Rep. Bob Brooks, M.D. (R-O rangc) (HB 
1363). The Senate sponsors a rc Sen. John 
Ostalkicwicz (R-Orange), and Sen. Don 
Sullivan CR-Pinellas) (SB 866) . • 
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