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SEPTEMBER GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Monday, September 16, 1996 

Royal Palm Yacht Club 
6:30 p.m. • Social Time 

7:00 p.m. • Dinner 

PROGRAM: 
Meet Two of our Local Legis lators 

REP. J. KEITH ARNOLD 
SEN . FRED R. DUDLEY 

Agenda Items: 
Recognize School H ealth Educators 

Endowed Fund for 
H ealth Educ,.tion/ECC 

J.C. Penney's Award 
Mini-Internship Program 

Retired Physician's Organizatio n 
United Way 

First meeting after summer vacation , 
come join us for fellowship! Meet our 
new members and renew old acquain-
tanccs. 

IT'S TIME TO PAINT 
YOUR HEART OUT!!! 

The Lee County Medical Society Alliance is 
now recruiting a group of enthusiastic physicians 
and their spouses to panicipatc in this year's Paint 
Your H eart Out day on Saturday, October l 2. 
Paine Your Heare Out is a non-profit organiz:1-
tion dedicated tO painting the homes of persons 
who arc elderly, handicapped, or of low resources. 
TI1is projccr is carried out in one day, this year 
on Saturday, October 12. The organization 
hopes m paint over 60 homes that day. The only 
'"-'3Y they wi11 achieve this is if the Society and 
the Alliance form a team of happy painters to 
claim a house of their own. The day starts early, 
so breakfast, lunch and a picnic dinner arc pro• 
vidcd. The Medical Society has been participat• 
ing for many yc:trs. This year, ho wever, the team 
will be led by the Alliance's President, Ana 
Gregg. If you arc interested in participating in 
this worthwhile project and "pninting your heart 
out," please contact Ana at 433-9634. • 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
Do we have your c urrent • 

• Office Address 
• Telephone & Fax Number 

• Home Address? 

We can't adequately serve you and com
municate with you if we aren't able to reach 
you! 

PLEASE CALL U S AT 936-1645 with 
any updates to your file. • 

THE VOICE OF LEE COUNN MEDICINE 

Fort Myers, Florida 
Daniel R. Schwartz, M.D., Editor 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
"WHOSE DEATH IS IT, ANYWAY?" 

It has become a daily ritual - breakfast in the doctor's 
lounge, bagels and juice, and a review of the obituaries in 
the News-Press. Just as an investor checks his stocks, a 
physician c hecks the obituaries to find that endpoint in 
the care of his patients. It hit a nerve when a recent issue 
of the Annals of lncenial Medicine included an essay en
titled "Whose Death Is It, Anyway?" It described the or
deal of a college professor whose chronically ill mother 
was admitted co a major hospital with pneumonia. De
spite her clear wishes for no heroic measures the attend
ing physician felt that she had a reversible disease. She 
was placed on a ventilator for a week before she expire. 
The physicians are chastised for conducting "business as 
usual" despite the reasonable claims of the family for com
fort measures only. This essay was especially relevant to 
me for I had experienced the death of my beloved mother 

ALAN D. SIEGEL, M.O. this summer. As we all know, lessons taught from the other 
side of the doctor-patient relationship are often the most difficult ones. 

It started as n usual summer vacation with a flight to the Midwest to meet friends and 
family. There was an urgency this time, however, because my mother's health was declin
ing rapidly. She'd suffered through two decades of crippling rheumatoid arthrit is that had 
left her homebound. Her mind was clear, and she remained a brilliant and noble lady. But 
her kidneys had failed four months earlier, and despite her vow never to go on d ialysis, she 
decided to give home peritoneal dialysis a chance. Even worse she suffered a small stroke 
three weeks earlier that left her with a mild expressive aphasia. Fourteen family members 
were there when she suddenly developed a major stroke that put her in a coma she would 
never recover from. She had fine nurses and doctors at one of the best hospitals in the area. 

There really was nothing to do for her and she had clearly stmcd that no heroics were to 
be performed. Bue she appeared uncomfortable with gasping stridorous respirations that 
were very difficult to watch. We asked for sedation for her and she received small doses of 
morphine. She was placed at a hospice unit that was supposed to be familiar with terminal 
care. Despite everyone's expectation of an imminent death she lingered with those gasping 
breaths. \'Ve asked for more sedation but were met by che disclaimer chat the doctor had 
only ordered two milligrams of morphine. I tried to convince the nurse chat more was 
needed, but she was surely not going to listen to an out-of-town family member who was a 
physician. My sisters appealed to her as well. After several hours another call was put in to 
the physician on c"II. The dose was increased slightly and we waited. O n tl1e third day she 
passed peacefully into death. 

I often wonder if we couldn't have made her death easier. I ask myself why she had to 
gasp one hundred thousand times - couldn't we have limited Lo ten thousand, one thou
sand, or even less? Why does the idea of patient choice end when it comes to a peaceful 
death? It seems to me that we've somehow abandoned dying patients to their own devices 
when we could be doing so much more. I'm not supporting euthanasia or Or. Kevorkian. I 
am supporting the active involvement of physicians in bringing about a peaceful death 
rather than just delegating this to the nurse on duty. 

This all st.1nds in contrast to those who want full heroic measures at the end of life. We 
are like a finely tuned engine whtn it comes to tracheotomies, feeding cubes, and rehabili
tation facilities. No matter how hopeless the situation, we let the family make the decision 
to press on to futility. We elevate the principle of patient autonomy to h igh levels. But 
when the decision is to do the right thing and perform no heroics, we often leave our 
therapeutics behind. When the next complication of illness is death, we somehow think 
that little or no inte rventio n is necessary. I chink it's time we reassess our treatment of 
these un fortunate souls, for o n e day we may be there ourselves. • 
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AS I RECALL. .. 
ROGER D. SCOTT, M.O. 

"MEDICAL FORUM" 

About 1958, a survey by the Fort Myers 
News Press re vealed Doctors to have a very 
low esteem rating by the general public 
which prompted the Society to sponsor a 

Medical Forum for information to the gen
eral public. Or. Fred Bartleson first suggested 
a Medical Forum in March, I 958, and in 
March , 1959 the first Fonim was held. Once 
under way it was a tremendous success and 
another survey by the News Press 2 years 
later revealed the Doctors esteem robe much 
higher. 

Initially the Forum was financially spon
sored by both the Chamber of Commerce 
and Gallaher Company - a Fort Myers based 
anesthesia hose company; this company still 
exists today as Elastomctcrs. 

All t he members of the Society were re
quested to nominate and try to obtain out, 

standing speakers. It was the younger mem
bers of the Society who grabbed the ball and 
developed this public service. 

T he Forum began with two speakers for 
cwo nights in the Winter, and most of the 
speakers were geared for the older age popu• 
lation. The Forum was held for about six 
years but the last L·wo or three years interest 

was waning (TV was becoming more popu• 
lar as was 1nedical communication for the 
public), so the Forum was only one night. 

Attendance fo r the First few years was a 
packed house at the Exhibition Hall. Speak
ers that can be recalled were of top quality. 
The most outstanding speaker was Or. Paul 
Dudley White (an older man), one of the 
Fathers of Cardiology, and also President 
Eisenhower's personal physician. Or. White's 
talk was on the need for exercise in the pre
vention of heart disease. He was probably 
the most renowned physician at that time 
in the United States, and today Dr. White's 
picture is on the current 3¢ scamp. 

Another very outstanding speaker was Or. 
Philip Hench, who discovered Cortisone. 
The week before Or. Hench was to speak, 
he received word that he had won the Nobel 
Prize for tlrnt year and the News Press Head
line swted "Nobel Prize Winner to Speak in 
C ity." 

Or. M ichnel OeBakey spoke on Carotid 
Artery Disease and Strokes. Dr. Francis 
Lederer (author of text book on Orolaryn
gology) spoke on "Hearing Loss from Womb 
to Tomb." Or. Smith, Pediatrician, Univer
sity of Florida, spoke on "The Uncommon 
Cold." Or. Cade, Urologist, who developed 
the first Sports Beverage - Gatorade, spoke 

Continued on Page Two 
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As I Recall . .. 
Continued from Page One 

about how he had developed his product. It 
was interest ing to remember, that he had 
made his mixture at ho me in the bath tub. 
Col. J. Paul Stapp, USAF (M.O.), was the 
Fastest Man on Earrh , having traveled 650 
miles per hour on a rocket sled exploring the 
effects of G-Forces on the human body. He 
spoke and had movies showing something 
new, Automobile Seat Belts and the need 
for use of them. Dr. George Moore, Medical 
Director, of Roswell Park Memorial Hospi
tal, NY, spoke regarding malignancies. Dr. 
John Krantz, Pharmacologist, U of MD, (au
thor of text book of Pharmaco logy and au
rho r of two books o n t h e "Art of 
E(oquatii:m"} spoke on narcotic usage and 
drngs. Dr. Krant, was the most silvered 
tongued speaker that t have ever heard. I do 
not think anyone ever went to sleep in any 
class he ever had. I personally served with 
Dr. Stapp in the Air Force a nd felt that he 
was the bravest man I had ever known. 

These arc the only speakers that my col
leagues and I can remember. There were oth
ers but these are the o nes that come ro our 
minds. 

The Society held a Cocktail Party for the 
Speakers and their wives which a llowed us 
a chance to associate with these dignitaries 
and, in addition, the Society assigned o ne 
or two physicians co "show the speakers 
around the area" which was good publicity 
for the local Cham ber of Co mmerce. It was 
an interesting time and the first time ever 
in the local Chamber of Commerce and Fort 
Myers, chat anything medical in this fash
ion had been undertaken. Quite an accom
plishment for the "little" Lee County Medi
cal Society. 

When you sec a 3¢ stamp, remember Dr. 
White and all those who have preceded us 
in medicine and made it possible for us co 
practice the medicine we practice today. • 

THE BULLETIN 
OF THE LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 

THE LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 
RECOGNIZES SEPTEMBER 

AS WOMEN IN MEDICINE MONTH 
We congratulate the following Lee County Medical Society women, physicians who 

have a strong feeling about belonging to organized medicine and arc wo rking co make their 
profession stro ng and vital to o ur future. 

E. Joy Arpin, M.D. Carol Huser, M.O. 
Heather Auld, M.D. Anamika Ja in, M.D. 
Eleanor Blitzer, M.O. Zenaida Javier, M.D. 
Mary C. Blue, M.O. Brenda Keefer, M.O. 
Mary C harl ton, M.D. Evelyn Kessel, M.D. 
Valerie C rande ll, M.D. Vidya Kini, M.D. 
Jane Daniel, M.D. Ronica Kluge, M.D. 

Felicitas Ritrosky, M.D. 
Mai Saif, M.D. 
Linda Sather, M.D. 
Ellen Sayet, M.D. 
Eileen Schwartz, M.O. 
Jane S imenson, M.D. 
Hetty S nyderman, 0 .0 . 

C hristina Diaz, M.D. Leah Lynch, M. O. 
Heidi Fleer, M.D. Deborah Miller, M.D. 

Annette St. Pierre MacKoul, M.O. 
Mary Stegman, M.D. 

Linda Gardiner, M.O. Muriel Yi Yi Myint, M.O. Linda Veraja, M.O. 
Jodi G rosflam, M.D. Picdadc Oliveira-Silva, M.D. Mary Yankaskas, M.D. 
Bette Harig, M.D. Lillian Palmon, M.D. Marilyn Young, M.D. 
Judith Hartner, M.D. Jansi Praba Karan, M.D. 
Lynda Hicks, M.O. Purita Reyes, M.O. 

Applica1ion in Process: Patricia Oury, M.D.; Pamela Hackl, D.O .; Marilyn Kole, M.D.; 
a nd Alexandra Konowal, D.O . • 

A PLACE FOR YOUR UNWANTED MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT 

Doctor and Mrs. James H. Fuller have recently rctumed from a mission trip to Russia co
sponsored by the C hristian Medical Den tal Society and Josh McDowell ministries. The 
Russirin econo my, the Russirm people and, in particular, the Russian hea1th care system is 
in a state o f devastation. They arc in desperate need of any form of medical care including 
doctors, but the greatest need is for medical and surgical equipment and medications. In 
most insta nces antibiotics are no t available when they arc badly needed. Just one example 
is the fact that they do n't even use Prozac which is so commonly used in this country, and 
depression is rampant. In fact, we arc trying to locate a year's supply of Lithium carbonate 
for a Russian colleague no w, as th;lt's noi: even available. 

If anyone has access to medica l supplies, equipment, and in particular surgical equip
ment, that is in good serviceable condit ion, they may contac t Dr. Fuller at h is office, 936-
1616 or his ho me 334-2 132. Any medications must be still in scaled containers o r in case 
o f prescription drugs the full dated prescription. 

There is a major problem gett ing equipment into a country like Russia. T here arc many 
light-fingered people along the route. T hey often require duty co be paid on the supplies 
and equipment, somet imes even pay-offs arc necessary. 

Doctor Fuller docs have direct access to re liable people who will track and d isperse the 
equipment to the appropriate recipien ts. • 

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY ALLIANCE/ 
FOUNDATION NEWS 

llespectfully submitted by Sue Backstrand, Corresponding Secreiary 

FALL FASHION SHOW 
The Lee County Medical Society Alliance will be celebrating SO years of Alliance His

tory with a Fashion Show and Luncheon on Wednesday, September 18th, 10:30 a.m. at 
Fiddlesticks Country C lub. A h istoric retrospect will be presented of our members and our 
communiti• as we look at the Alliance through five decades. As always, guests are wel
comed. Fo r more information or to RSVP, contact Lisa Reyno lds at 768-2918. • 

FMAAAWARDS 
In May, Lee County won five awards at the FMAA Annual Meeting. 

1st Place: Best Health Information Project 
1st Place: Best Membership Development Activity 
1st P lace: Newsletter 
2nd Place: FC/PRN 
Certificate o f Merit, Best County Fundraiscr 

Congratulations to Past Preside nt , Sherri Zucker, and her board for an outstanding job! • 

SIXTH ANNUAL POTLUCK IN PARAD ISE 
Come jo in us for a festive evening of sharing some fine, ho me-cooked food in a friendly 

atmosphere as we extend a warm welco me to all new physicians and their spouses! In vita .. 
t ions will be mailed o nly to newcomers. Dress is casual. 

Date: Saturday, September 21st 
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Place: The home of Sherri and Ira Zucker, 13662 Pinc Villa Lane in Fort Myers. 
RSVP: Barbara Rodriguez at 433-965<1 by Seplembcr 11 ch 

LEG ISLATIVE DREAKFAST 
• 

This year our very impo rtant Legislative Breakfast will be held on Wednesday, October 
16th at 11 :00 ;1.m. at the C ha rt Ho use. The cost will be $ 18 .00. For more information 
contact Shelly Bro wn at'ISl -322 1. 

Continued on Page Three 
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THE 
y7fl r.a •',# QUESTION 

lt~I' MAN f4 .. ~ PIN IONS· EDITORIALS 
• ~ LETrERS TO THE EDITOR 

John W. Snead, M.D. 

" WOULD IT BE ADVISABLE FOR 
THE FMA T O FORM A STATEWIDE 
HMO WITH THE FLORIDA OST EO
PATHIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION? . 

E. Trirvor EJmquiu, 
D.O. 

(Ophd:i.almolo:b1) 

"Yes, physician driven and 
· controlled -HMO's sho"ld be 
the way to go if HMO's arc a 
given. Decreasing 3rd party 
bureaucracy is wl1ere 1remen .. 
dous savings can take place 
without sacrificing quality." 

I 
"No, such a large unwieldy 
organitarion UJith divergent 
inierests would have li"lc suc
cess in a rapidly changing 
marketplace that is already 
shifting from traditional 
HMO />Inns to more creative 

Jm \~;;'.'"~•- ways of financing health 
(Fu nily rn.ctlcc) care." 

OCTOBER'S QUESTION: 
" WILL PRACTICE PARAMETERS 
HELP PATIEN T S O R DOCTORS? 

Send your comments to the Medical So
ciety. Bulletin deadline is the 15th of each 
month . . . we want to sec you in the print 
media! • 

HEALTH EDUCATORS 
ARE OUTSTANDING IN 
OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
The Lee County Medical Society will rec

ognize the outstanding commitment and scr .. 
vice of the follo wing health educators in our 
publ ic schools at the September 16th Gen
eral Meeting: 
Ka ren Cabai and Kal11ryn Kleist 

Southwest Florida Health Education Center 

1995-96 School H ealth Educators: 

Margaret Miller 
Sunshine Elementary School 

G inger Rabinski 
Leh igh Acres Middle School 

Alan Bradford 
Lehigh Senior High School 
(Mr. Bradford was named S tate of Florida 
Health Educator of the Year) 

Joyce DiLembo, RN 
Exceptio nal Student Educatio n Program 

• 

CLASSIFIED 

MEDICAL OFFICE SPACE 
FOR REN T. 

• 3 Treatment Rooms • Lab 
• Reception Arca • Lobby 

Located on Ease Olympia, 3 blocks from 
C ha rlo tte Regional Med ical Center, 
Punta Gorda. If interested, please con
tact Beth at ENT Associates, 939-262 I. 

ALLEN 305 DIGITAL 
ORGAN 

2 manuals, full 32-notc pedalboard, cap
ture actio n, alterable voices, transposcr 
and mo re. Excellent cond ition. Call Dr. 
Goodwin at 939-393 7. 
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Lee County Medical Society Alliance/Foundation News . 
Continued from Page Two 

FALL C ONFERENCE 
Visions 2000 is the theme for the Florida Medical Association Alliance Fall Conference 

Meeting. The conference will take place on October 2nd through October 4th at the Lago 
Mar Resort in Fort Lauderdale. The conference's program includes meetings and work• 
shops on leadership, media relations and speech writing, among others, as well as lectures 
on such diverse topics as "Legislative Constituent Skills," "Puns on Policies," and "Buck
ling Up on the Cyberspace Highway." Any Alliance member may attend. For more infor
mation contact Ana G regg at 433-9634. • 

"MEDI-BAGS" - AN ALLIANCE PROJECT THAT 
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

Medi-Bags is a statewide project sponsored by the Florida Medical Association Alliance. 
This project involves the collection and distribution of personal hygiene and basic first-aid 
products. TI1ese items are then assembled into "Medi-Bags" by Alliance members and dis
tributed co our communiry's homeless. We arc currently collecting toiletries from area ho
tels, hospitals, pharmacies, grocery stores, and physicians' offices. We will also gladly ac
cept monetary donations. We will use moneys collected LO purchase these items. We can 
also use any hotel-size shampoo, conditioner, soaps, etc. saved from your summer vacation! 

Please let us know if you arc intereste<I in helping with this great cause! Thanks in ad
vance for your support. Call Janice Yallof at 768-6272 or Lisa Fleishman at 432-9190 for 
informarion, or to arrange a donation pickup. • 

ATTENTION PHYSICIANS: MEDICAID PROVIDER 
AGREEMENTS AND RE-ENROLLMENT BY FMA 

The Agency for Health Care Administration's (AHCA) Medicaid Program is requiring 
that all physici,ms currently enrolled as a Mcdic.1id provider, r<,-cnroll in the Medicaid 
Progr.im. (Physician re-enrollment has been delayed due to the FMA"s intervention.) 

RE-ENROLLMENT PROCESS 
• Medicaid Provider Agreement and Re-Enrollment packets will be sent to physicians 

beginning in September or October. 
• As of August 8, 1996, the first physicians to receive the re-enrollment packets will be 

those in Dade, Charlotte, and Okeechobee counties, followed a month lacer by those in 
Broward and Hillsborough counties. This includes all Medicaid physicians in those coun• 
ties. **Note • according to the Medicaid program this is subject to change. 

• To remain a Medicaid provider, the n ew Medicaid Provider Agreement, and all other 
enclosed forms, muse be signed and returned to AHCA within 60 days of receipt of the 
agreement. (0 Note • this is a change from the original 30 day grace pe riod, Medic
aid agreed to extend the gr.ice period at tl1e request of the FMA). 

• TI,c provider agreement becomes effective the date the physician's application is re• 
ccived by the state. 

• Failure to sign the agreement and return it within the specified time frame will result in 
termination from the Medicaid program. 

• The new provider agreement docs not :,How for :,ny re troactive reimbursement. There, 
fore, if the physician docs not sign the new Medicaid Provider Agreemen t and return it 
co the state within 60 days or receipt of the forms, but docs continue to see Medicaid 
patients, tl1c physician will not be reimbursed for the services provided to tl1ose pa· 
ticnts. 

• The new agreement requires a $50,000 surety bond, letter or credit, or other collateral 
from group pracrices with more than 50 percent ownership by non-physicians, unless 
the group has been a Medicaid provider for at least one year and no sanctions have been 
imposed by AHCA. 

• Re-enrollment requires the physician to have :, Florida Department of Law Enforce
ment (FOLE) criminal background check. This involves completing a one-page form 
and returning it with the other required re-enrollment forms along with a $ 15 check. 

• Mose of the concerns and recommendations the FMA had about the Medicaid Pro
vider Agreement were addressed by Medicaid. 

• Physicians may not receive their packets for several months. AHCA can process 8,000 
packets or provider numbers per month. \Xlitl1 38,000 M.D. and 0.0. provider num
bers, the re-enrollment process will take from six months to a year to complete. 

• To have documented proor or receipt by AHCA, it is recommended that the forms be 
returned to the state by way of Certified mail with a signed receipt requested. • 

DIAGNOSTIC ACCESS IMAGING, INC. 
"The OPEN MRI of Southwest Florida" 

- Neuroradiologist on Staff 
- Great for Claustrophobics 

l=::=:;:::;::~:=;::::::1 - Very Quiet Procedure 
- Obese Patients (425 lbs) II 

- Sedation Rarely Needed 

12995 South Cleveland Avenue Suite 182 
Fort Myers, Florida 33907 (941) 936-3332 

MANAGED CARE INFORMATION 
If you have information you would like to share with your colleagues on managed care, 

use this Bulletin space. 
FIVE STAGES OF MANAGED CARE 

Hcalthcare's Market Revolution • by Russell C. Coile, Jr. 
The health industry doesn't need a weatherman to know which way the wind is blow• 

ing ... from the \Vest, bringing HM Os, capitation, and "medical groups from hell" who take 
global capitation and dictate payment terms to all providers in the "food chain" of managed 
care. Managed care is coming to America. Already, more than 20% of the U.S. population, 
totaling 54 million, have signed up witl1 HMOs and tl1eir popular point-of-service (POS) 
alternatives. The managed care takeover is for from complete, especially in the South and 
Mountain states. More than five states still have less than 5% HMO market penetration. 

Across the nation, there arc still huge variations in medical treatment patterns, health 
benefit costs, HMO premiums and provider profitability. Managed care's takeover is well 
under way but far from complete. On a national basis, America has reached "Stage 3'" in the 
five stages of managed ca re's transformation of healthcare financing and delivery. Southern 
California and Minnesota's Twin Cities arc Stage 4 markets, but so arc Baltimore, Boston 
and Rochester, New York. Market competition and consolidation arc impacting a growing 
number of states and localities. Low enrollment markets arc coming up the learning curve 
more quickly, as the conversion ro managed care is now measured in months, not years. 

Ar the same time, rnanaged care is coming under increasing criticism for arbitrary 
denials of treatment, deep discounts to providers, and questionable incentives to physi• 
cians co hold down costs. Members or HMOs and their primary care doctors have griped for 
years about the arduous process or obtaining referrals to visit cardiologists, surgeons and 
other medical specialists (Rundle l 996). • 

NEW MEMBER APPLICANTS 
Applic:ition fo r Membership 

Active members arc requested to express to the Committee on Ethical & Judicial Affairs 
or Board of Governors any information or opinions they may have concerning the eligibility 
of the applicants. 

DANIEL FINEBERG, M.D. - INTERNAL MEDICINE 

I 
Dr. Fineberg was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Medical School: U niversity of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, Arkansas (1981-85). Intern
ship Program: Oklahoma U niversity Medical College, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
(1985-86). Residency Program: Oklahoma Univcrsiry Medical College, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma ( 1986-88). Military Service: U.S. Navy Reserve, Rank 
E-5 (1966-68). Board Certification: American Board of Internal Medi• 
cine. Dr. Fineberg is an associate with Primary Health Care Specialists lo
cated at 9981 HcalthPark Circle, Fort Myers. • 

CHRISTOPHER STELLY, M.O . • OPHTHALMOLOGY 
Dr. Stelly was born in Opelousas, Louisiana. Medical School. Louisiana 
State University, New Orleans, Louisiana (1987-91 ). Internship: Louisi• 
ana State University, New Orleans, Louisiana ( 1987-91 ). Residency: Loui• 
siana State University, New Orleans, Louisiana ( 1987-91 ). Board Eligible. 
Dr. Stelly is an Associate with Eye Surgeons of Florida located at 12525 
New Brittany Boulevard, Fort Myers. • 

HOWARD EISENBERG, M.D .• INTERNAL MEDICINE 
Dr. Eisenberg was born in Brooklyn, New York. Medical School: New York 
University, New York, New York (1978-82). Internship: Geisinger Medical 
Center, Danville, Pennsylvania ( 1982-84 ). Residency: Baystatc Medical Cen
ter, Springfield, Massachusetts (1984-85). Fellowship: George Washington 
University, Washington, DC ( 1985-87). Board Certification: American Board 
of Internal Medicine. Dr. Eisenberg is an associate with Lee Physicians Group, 
located at 708 Del Prado Boulevard, Cape Coral. • 

C HARLES BROWN, M.O . • ANESTHESIOLOGY [i 
Dr. Drown was born in Fort Myers, florid~,. Medical School: Medical Univer• 
sity or South Carolina, Charleston, Somh Carolina ( 1986-90). Internship: 
Ochsner Foundation Hospital, New Orleans, Louisiana ( I 990-91 ). Residency: 
Ochsner Foundation Hospital, New Orleans, Louisiana (1991-93). Fellow
ship (Pediatric Anesthesiology) : Ochsner Foundation Hospital, New Or
leans, Louisiana ( 1990-91 ). Doard Eli~il,le. Dr. Brown is an associate with 
Medical Anesthesia located at 24 72 Congress Street, Fort Myers. • 

BRIAN SCHWARTZ, M.O. - U ROLOGY 
Dr. Schwartz was born in Baltimore, Maryland. Medical School: Washing
ton University, S t . Louis, Missouri (1986-90). Internship: University of 
Rochester, Rochester, New York ( 1990-91 ). Residency: University of Roch• 
esrcr, Rochester, New York ( I 991-96). Board Eligible. Dr. Schwarts is an 
associate with Consultants in U rology located at 3822-A Broadway, Fort 
M~~ • 
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GOVERNOR CHILES NAMES 
DR. JAMES HOWELL AS SECRETARY OF NEW 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Proclaiming a "new day for health and social services in Flo rida," Governor C hiles to~ 

day named Dr. James Howell as the Secretary of t he state's new Oepanmcnt of Health 
(OOH). 

"We have made a strong commitment to improving the way Florida delivers health and 
social services to our children and families. Dr. Jim Howell has the qualities we need to do 
this job right," Governor Chiles said. "Or. Howell has a wealth of knowledge and experi
ence in public health and understands its importance to our people. He's a consensus builder 
who will face the challenges posed by budget cuts and move forwa rd" to improve the way 
public health works in our state." 

Howell, 55, received his medical degree from New York Medical College and his Master's 
of Public Health Degree from the Harvard School of Public Health. He currently serves as 
Health Policy and Cost Control division director for Florida's Agency for Hea lth Care 
Administration (AHCA). 

On June 4, 1996, Governor Chiles signed legislation creating the state's new Depart· 
ment of Health . The legislation (CS/HB 555) sponsored by Rep. Fred Lippman, of Holly
wood, and Sen. William "Doc" Myers, of Hobe Sound, a ims to highlight public health 
issues. 

The legislation requires the OOH to be headed by a physic ian appointed by the Gover
nor and confirmed by the Senate. The responsibilities of the OOH include: public health; 
county health departments; children's medical services; and health planning functions. 
Effective July l, 1997, medical quality assurance boards• including licensing and testing 
functions - will be transferred to the new OOH. Rep. Lippman praised the Governor's 
appointment of Howell to the new post. 

"The Legislative mission for this new department is to establish a more efficient and 
effective public and private health care delivery system fo r Florida's c itizens," Rep. Lippman 
said. "Dr. Howell, through h is experience in state governmen t , county government, and 

private practice, places focus on Governor C hiles' long-standing obligation to provide 
primary care in itiatives and preve n tative care to Flo rida's undcrscrved communities and 
populations." • 
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FLAMPAC AND THE 1000 CLUB WORKS 
If you did not attend the last Lee County Medical Society meeting, you m issed a great 

speech by Senator Donald Sullivan, M.D. The Senator explained the workings of the State 
legislature. This past session many FMA proposals such as the creation of the Department 
of Health, health care/managed care package including key managed care reforms plus the 
antitrust 0 no action" letter, repeal of section 16 joint venture fee caps, and required rcim~ 
bursement for emergency services by managed care organizations were passed. The repeal 

· of the five hours of risk management and the reducing of the HIV/AIDS to one hour was 
enacted into law. These legislative successes, the Senator explained, did not just happen 
this year but were based on efforts going back several years. 

The success begins by having leadersh ip representing physicians and patients in such a 
fashion that tl1e legislators feel they can trust the FMA on health care issues. They know 
that the physicians have more than their self interest in mind and truly care about the 
heal ch of Floridians. 

Simply put, the FMA has more credibility and more integrity with the legislature tl1an 
the trial bar and otl1er health care groups that have more lobbyists and more money. 

The success begins by being involved in the election of candidates who a re responsive co 
the conccn,s of our patients and the medical community. Senator Sullivan was elected in 
a large part due to the ,upport he received from the 1000 C lub and FLAMPAC. Senator 
Jim Scott, according to Dr. Sullivan, is President of the Florida Senate because of the 
support of FLAMPAC and the FMA. Representative John Thrasher, former FMA legal 
council, is favored to be Speaker of the Florida House because of the support of physicians. 

By joining FLAM PAC you commie only$ 100.00 to become a member of the o rganiza
tion char has been very successful in the legislative arena. Thar's a small price ro pay for the 
work that is being done on your behalf_.in Tallahassee and \Vashington. During the 1994 
elections, FLAM PAC endorsed 69 candidates, winning 55 of those races, which translates 
into a success ratio of 80%. Those candidates, as Dr. Sullivan explained, are now working 
with medicine to promote quality health care legislation. 

By joining tl,e 1000 Club you are joining an organization th at is able to infuse money 
into campaigns where a candidate who is a frien d of medicine is involved in a tight race. 
During the 1994 elections, the 1000 Club became involved in 23 campaigns winning 82%. 
This year the 1000 C lub's goal is to make a difference in every legisla tive campaign where 
a friend of medic ine has a closely contested campaign. Your pledge of $ 1,000.00 gives 
medicine that ability. • 

Sreven R. West, M.D. 
FLAMPAC Board Member 
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