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LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
MEETINGS FOR 2001

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
NO MEETINGS JUNE - SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER 20-23, 2001
FMA Annual Meeting
Tallahassee, FL

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2001
Lee County J\'lcdigﬂ Society/Alliance

Collier County Medical Society/Alliance
Joint Legislative Meeting
Area Legislators Invited
Fiddlesticks Country Club
6:30 .M. - Social Time
7:00 pM. - Dinner
Speaker: Sandra Mortham, FMA EVP.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2001
HIV/AIDS and Domestic Violence Seminar
Royal Palm Yacht Club
5:30 2M. - Social Time
6:00 BM. - Dinner

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2001
Holiday Party
The Veranda Restaurant
7:00 M. - 11:00 M.

2002 GENERAL MEETINGS
3RD TUESDAY OF JANUARY, MARCH,
MAY, SEPTEMBER, NOVEMBER
ROYAL PALM YACHT CLUB

Congratulations to Liz Kagan

2001-2002 AMA ALLIANCE PRESIDENT
Lizwas installed as President of the American Medical
Association Alliance on June 19th at the AMAA
Annual Meeting in Chicago. She is only the second
Alliance President from Florida in their 79 years of
organization. We are very proud of her and the contri-
butions she gives to the House of Medicine.
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Y. survived an
¢ slowly widened and eventually after two hundred years

They are coming back.
“Medicare  Shift Toward
HMOs is Planned” is a
recent headline from the
New York Times. The article
quotes a top health care official in the Bush admin-
istration named Thomas Sculley, who happens to
have been a lobbyist for “for profit” hospitals until
this year. He says that his goal is to double the
number of Medicare recipients in HMOs by the end
of Bush's four year term. This will bring the
proportion of Medicare enrollees in FIMOs to 30%,
which would be greater than several years ago at the
previous maximum.

Here we go again, but at least this time we can
be prepared. You know the adage that these who do
not learn from history are destined to repeat it.
“There is no need to detail our history with HMOs,
but briefly here is the story. Initially, there was
marketing hype. Then there was a rush by patients
and physicians to sign up with the various plans.
Next came disillusionment with poor access for
paticnts and low reimbursement for physicians.
Finally came the demise of the HMO plans.

What follows are the lessons I learned in the
1990 from my dealings with FIMOs.

1) There is no way we can keep the HMOs out of Lee
County. They will come and go, just like red tide.

2) Do not trust anything an HMO administrator
tells you,

3) There is no reason to be bullied into joining
HMOs. So many times 1 saw colleagues join
dubious HMO plans for fear of losing market
share to competitors! This was never, in the long
run, a successful strategy. It does not force the
competitor to Jeave town. Allit does is force him
to retaliate by contracting with the same plan

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
HMO Redo

Peter Blitzer, M.D.

under the same rotten terms. Furthermore,
HMOs never remember your efforts on their
behalf. They will still try to reduce your reim-
bursement the next chance they get.

4)Telling patients to leave HMOs is a dubious
strategy. HMOs do not make money off patients
who actually need medical care. HMOs are
happy if sick people quit. (In fact if an oncologist
wanted to punish a particular HMO he could
encourage his non-HMO patients to join that
plan! Just joking.)

5) Partnering with hospitals or practice management
organizations is not our salvation. We were naive
when we thought that these “experts” would help
us in our dealings with HMOs. We learned
painful lessons about businessmen running
practice management companies. These folks are
not brilliant at dealing with HMOs (you know
they were the ones who could not get into medical
school). Worse even, they have their own agen-
das, which mostly involve them making money.

6) Support your Lee County Medical Society.
Through the tireless efforts of people like Dr.
Steve West, we have been able to rein in the
power of the HMOs, The “All Products
Legislation”is just the latest example of this.

7) Physicians who practice good medicine and who
stick with their basic financial instinets will sur-
vive. Avoid contracting with any HMOs that do
not allow you to take good care of your patients
or that do not allow you to make a reasonable
profit. If you follow this simple strategy, you will
survive,

T'm not advocating a boyeott, but if your experiences
were similar to mine, you might consider “going slow”
in signing up with HMOs this next go around.

How America’s Founding has Chan ged the World

By Samuel West

With the words: “We hold these truths to be self-
cvident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Hani:xcss," a revolution began pitting a

verful and formidable mother country against ﬁcr
reedom-wanting colonics. As the two opposing sides
clashed over "taxation without representation” the world
watched and waited. The war ended; thirteen independent
colonies united into a nation on the absurd concept of
freedom and equality. Europe and the civilized Old
World waited for the upstart United States to fail and
return to their colonial servitude. The downfall that
Europe sought never hnF pencd. The United States
its vision of liberty and dream of equality

encompassed the very nations that first scoffed it.

As time progressed and the United States stabilized,
the ideals of treedom and liberty that scemed to be
contained within America’s borders slowly drifted over
to Europe inciting the French Revolution, The country
that aid}:l the American revolutionaries now grasped
American principles. French peasants stormed the
Bastille fighting for their own Declaration of the Rights
of Man, l%'hu oppressed and downtrodden in France
wanted the same hiberties that their American counterparts
demanded only a few years before.

Although the French Revolution ultimately failed,
the American dream of equality did not die. Instead, it
inspired Latin America to revolt against the Spanish.
These revolutionaries embraced the principle of equality
and modeled their own constitutions after the

Constitution of the United States. The very country
whose loss in the Revolutionary War brought forth the
United States 1its own reformation into democracy.
The British, like the Latin Americans, discovered
American c?u:.ljg; and integrated it into their society
mixing age-old tradition with equality and personal liberty.

Slowly, American views swept across the world;
coupled with these ideals were revolutions. Not all the
rebellions ended in democracy. In 1917, the Bolsheviks
led a revolution influenced by Marx’s Communist
Manifesto. These revolutions ended in totalitarian
regimes oppressing their peoples. The Bolshevik and
later the Chinese insurrections threatened the advance-
ment of the American Dream. The dream of equality
slowed because of these rebellions; it did not cnﬁ.

The ultimate test of American equality came in the
form of two World Wars. The United States and her
allies clashed globally twice with a Germany bent on
the con@ucr}ng of Europe. Both wars called for the
United States to intervene in order to save its own
democratic principles. The dream of equality survived
both contests and strengthened from them.

In the post-World War II world, the American
dream grew even as the world changed into a WARSAW
vs. NATO bartleground. American revolutionary
principles widened and stretched encompassing the free
world mocking the Soviet Union's attempt to eradicate
them. As the Cold War began, the United States
entered in a policy of coengagement against the Soviet
Union. The NATO bloc s(rengthl:ncdb the principles of
liberty first installed in the world by the Declaration of
Independence. Continued on page 4

AS | RECALL...
Reunion 2001
Roger D. Scott, M.D.

On May 5th, a beautiful day with clear skies and punctual
plane flights, we arrived in Baltimore early for my 50ch
Medical School Reunion. As we drove on Light Street,
memory of my first vision of 1947 Baltimore occurred.
We arrived from the beautiful state of Florida and college
in Virginia and came into the warchouse arca, a filthy
dirty harbor with rats running around, trash on the
strects, and an area of much crime and prostitution.
What a change fifty years have made as this is now
premium locations with a beautiful harbor area.

Greeting us for the next two days was the most
courteous and helpful Alumni Association staff at the old
school building, Davidge Hall erccted in 1812, It is an
architectural wonder now undergoing a much-needed
facelift. A tour through the various halls of this building
yielded beautiful portraits of some of the physicians and
instructors who were faculty in our day. There were
several opportunities to sit in the old assigned lecture
seats of fifty years ago and simply reminisce of those days
with mental apparitions of such outstanding teachers.
“Thank you sirs (men only) for what you taught us by
lecture and personal example, chcmlymlls were given
including reports on the progress of the University that
has nuwiccumc MONStrous in size occupying many city
blocks in downtown Baltimore.

It was great to be able to visit one of the secret
dissecting chambers and sec one of early anatomist
Dr. Smith's famous whiskey barrels in which he shipped
cadavers out of the state of Maryland. Incidentally, the
first article (July 1995) T wrote for the Bulletin was based
on Dr. Smith and the later anatomist, Dr. Uhlenhuth at
the University of Maryland.

On Friday evening the entire Alumni Association
Reunion dinner (wonderful food and service) was held
and our class of 1951 was honored. This was the first time
that many of us had seen each other in 50 years and while
a number of the people could be recognized by their
current physical status, it seemed we were all pretty much
shaking hands and looking over at the name tags to be
sure we had the correct person. Discussion with
classmates revealed that even though our bodics had
aged, it appeared that our minds had stayed young.
It was just like another of the “old days” to be back with
this group of fine people. We were blessed to have such
a wonderful class, and I shall forever be grateful for my
association with them.

On Saturday we visited Davidge Hall again and heard
more information about the University’s extensive
research, other programs, and new curriculum. On that
evening, we had our private Class Dinner, but only twenty-
one attended. The Alumni Association had sent
questionnaires to the fifty-two living members
(41 deceased & 3 lost) requesting information but only
thirty-one responded. This was then presented to us as
individual class biographies. As best I can tell, ten of us
are still working and at least twenty-two are retired.
Eleven would definitely re-do medicine, four definite
no’s, and sixteen non-committals. I truly believe that all
of us would choose medicine again if we could have the
joy of practicing as it was without the tremendous
pressures of managed care and government involvement.
Specialties are: one each in Otolaryngology, Geriatrics,
Neurosurgery, Child Neurology, GYN., and Administration.
One in cach of these combined: Aerospace &
Occupational Medicine; Pediatrics; E.R.; and Occupational
Medicing; Internal  Medicine, Endocrinology &
Metabolism. Internal Medicine 6, Family Practice 6,
Peds 4, Psychiatry 4, Anesthesia 2, Radiology 3, Urology 3,
Gen Surgery 3, OB-GYN 6, Non-responding 6.

[t was great to see my old roemmate of two years while
in Residency Training at University Hospital, Our room
had two single beds with a sink next to my bed; the
showers and toilets were some distance away, When we
came up to try to sleep for a few minutes, we were so ti
itwas difficult to get to the bathrooms and therefore the
sink became a urinal.

Continued on page 2
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AsIRecall... Continued from page 1

The roommate had sustained tremendous brain
injury and right eye loss in WWII and had r
m:n?&; nfmngncgemodays of his spn.nkhng,v?zagvo:d
to the other bed. Many such old stories were
exchanged, Time passed too quickly to allow for
enough “visiting.”

We sadly missed our departed forty-one but would
send them a mu that we love you and we have
rlwughtaboutm days, and we will meet again!

Best wishes mTonyl\-li%:::]un his retirement; he
contributed much to Lee ty Medicine,

Membership Activities

N

Gilberto Acosta, M.D.

Antonio Bunker-Soler, M.D.

Janet D, Clark, M.D.

May Lynne Foo, MLD.

Christina Hodges, M.D.

Jan Malat, MLD.

Velimir Micovic, M.D,

Peter New, M.D.

Richard Liu, M.D.

Diane Smith, M.D.

Glenn A. Tovar Dias, MLD.

Phillip Y. Roland, M.D.

DROPPED
E. Joy Arpin, M.D.
Michael Bauerschmidt, M.D.
Luis Faverio, M.D.
Scott Geller, M.D.
Eduardo Gonzalez, M.D.
William Keith, M.D.
Jeffrey Lang, M.D.
Catherine Larned, MLD.
Jerilee Lomas, D.O.
Cynthia McCurdy, M.D.
Margic Morales, M.D.
Christian Rosioru-Ross, ML.D.
George Sypert, MLD.

Anthony Migliore, M.D.

VED
Robert Eid, M.D./ Florida Keys

You Need to Know About the 2000 Prompt Pay Law

By John Knight, FMA Counsel

In 1998, the Legislature enacted Section 641.3155, Florida Statutes (the “former prompt pay statute”), in an
effort to curb many of the abuses faced by contracted physicians and hospitals regarding HMO late payments.
The statute was intended to hold HMOs accountable for not paying contracted physicians on time by providing
for interest payments on late payments. Unfortunately, the statute did not work.

During last year’s legislative session, the FMA was instrumental in passing a bill that hopefully will correct
many of the abuses still being faced by physicians regarding HMO late payments and other payment abuses by
HMO:s (the “Prompt Pay Statute”). This new legislation became effective on October 1, 2000. The legistation
amends many of the provisions of the former prompt pay statute and, for the first time, creates an external
dispute resolution panel to hear clim disputes between physicians and managed care entities. The legislation also
expands the protections of the former prompt pay statute to cover both contracted and non-contracted physicians.

One of the major problems encountered by physicians, as well as other providers, prior to the passage of the
Prompt Pay Statute, was that physicians did not have any type of external review available to them to hear
disputes regarding payments and downcoding. Under the new law, an independent claim dispute resolution
organization will review disputed claims, downcoding, between both contracted and non-centracted providers,
and HMOs beginning on April 1, 2001. In order to have a claim reviewed the disputed claim must equal or exceed
$500.00. Different types of claims may be aggregated together to reach the $500.00 minimum. It is important to
note, that the Prompt Pay Statute provides that the loser pays the review cost to the resolution organization.

The new law attempts to correct several of the most abusive practices faced by physicians when dealing with
HMOs. One of the most abusive practices by IMOs deals with retreactive denials, The Prompt Pay Statute
prohibits most retroactive denials by HMOs. The new law provides that if a physician follows an HMO's
authorization procedures (which must be communicated to physicians and kept current) and receives authorization
for a covered service for an eligible subscriber, the HMO cannot retroactively deny the claim, unless the physician
provided information to the HMO with the willful intent to misinform the HMO. The HMO may retroactive
deny payment only if it determines, within one year from the date of payment, that the patient was not an eligible
subscriber at the time the service was provided.

One practice used by many FIMOs to avoid the requirements of the prompt pay statute is to allege that they
never received the elaim from the physician. The new legislation corrects this practice by providing that claim is
considered “received” by a HIMO: (1) if a claim is electronically transmitted to the HMO, the claim will be
considered received by the HMO when receipt s verified electronically; and (2) if the elaim is mailed to the
address disclosed by the HMO to the physician in its contract, on the date indicated on the return receipt.
The new law also provides that HMOs must provide physicians who bill electronically with electronic
acknowledgement of receipt of the claim within 72 hours,

Another practice used by many HMOs to avoid the requirements of the former prompt pay statute was to
claim that the statue only applied to “clean claims.” Unfortunately, that term was never uniformly defined. The
new legislation seeks to correct this practice by defining a “clean claim” and provides that physician claims must
be submitted on the HCFA 15000 form. For claims submitted by physicians, the current Medicare definitions
of a “clean claim” is used as an interim definition of a “clean claim.” Once HCFA adopts federal claim filing
standards based, in part, on the recommendations of the National Uniform Claims Committec, the Department
of Insurance is required to adopt rules to establish claim forms and implement the federal standards, including
the federal definition of “clean claim.” The new legislation also authorizes the department to adopt rules to establish
uniform coding standards for all HMOs that are consistent with Medicare coding standards adopted by HCFA.

Another abuse faced by many physicians when dealing with HMOs concerns automatic withholds or
takebacks by HMOs. The Prompt Pay Statute prohibits these automatic withholds or takebacks. Under the new
law, if an HMO belicves it has made an overpayment to a physician, it must first make a claim for the alleged
overpayment. The HMO may not reduce payment to the physician unless the physician agrees to the reduction
or fails to deny the HMO's claim. If the physician does not contest the claim, the physician must pay the claim
within 35 days from receipt of the claim. If the physician contests or denies the claim, the physician must notify
the HMO within 35 days of receipt of the HMO's claim. A physician must deny or pay a claim within 120 days
after receipt of the claim, The failure to either deny or pay the claim within that period results in an uncontestable
obligation to pay the claim. If the physician denies the claim and the HMO wants to recover the alleged overpay-
ment, the FIMO must appeal the dispute to the claims dispute resolution organization created by the legislation,

The Prompt Pay Statute also secks to correct three other problems physicians have traditionally encountered
with HMOs: (1) interest on an overdue payment for a clean claim or any uncontested portion of a clean claim
begins to accrue on the 36th day after the claim has been received; (2) HMOs are required to provide authorization
24 hours a day 7 days a week; and (3) systematic downcoding by an HMO with the intent to deny reimbursement
otherwise due is now illegal. On the other hand, the law also provides that systematic upcoding with the intent
to obtain reimbursement not otherwise due from an insurer is also declared to be illegal. If you have any questions
email legal@medone.org

Florida Medical Association’s 2001 Annual Meeting - Miami, FL

By: Sandra B. Mortham, CEQ/EVP

The Florida Medical Association’s 2001 Annual Meeting will be held at the Doral Golf Resort and Spa from
September 20-23 in Miami, Florida. This year's participants will enjoy the tropical South Florida atmosphere at
the Doral while benefiting from the unparalleled golf offerings and the world-renowned spa. In addition to the
five golf courses (including the famous “Blue Monster”) and the spa, the Doral offers tennis, shopping and the
new Blue Lagoon pool.

‘We will kick-oft Annual Meeting on Thursday evening with a Wine Tasting Fundraiser for the Florida Medical
Foundation. If you consider yourself a wine connaisseur or would just like to learn more about wine, you'll want
to make plans to attend this special event. It will be a fun evening for the adults featuring unique wines from
around the world, entertainment and door prizes. The tax-deductible contribution of only 825 per person supports
projects funded by the Foundation.

Reference Committees will meet on Friday as well as the first session of the House of Delegates. A trade show
will go on all day in conjunction with the IMG Taste of the World Reception at noon and the Family Fiesta
Dinner at 6 PM. This year's buffet dinner will have a Latin theme with lots of music and entertainment for the
whole family. Tickets are only 810 for adults and children under 12 eat for free. Friday afternoon will also include
a cooking demonstration/luncheon at the spa and a kid's scavenger hunt,

We get down to business on Saturday morning with the second session of the FMA House of Delegates starting
at 8 A.M. The Kid's Alliance will have their very first annual meeting and the FMA Alliance meets at 8 A.M., for
their House of Delegates’ first session. The FLAMPAC 1000 Club will sponsor a reception at 11 A.M. in the
Lobby Terrace overlooking the golf course, followed by the Good Government Luncheon at noon located in the
Pavilion. Saturday afternoon is set aside for family fun. You can participate in the FMA/FLAMPAC Golf
Tournament, relax at the Spa, play tennis or enjoy the new Blue Lagoon. Saturday will conclude with the
FMA/FMAA Inauguration Dinner and Ceremony followed by dancing and entertainment.

Annual Meeting winds down on Sunday with the last session of the FMA House of Delegates and FMA elections.
The FMA Alliance is observing their 75th Anniversary with a Celebration Luncheon followed by post convention
board meetings for both entities, For more information visit Flot Topics at www.fmaonline.org or contact Kathy
Pierce at kpierce@medone.org or (800) 762-0233.

You won't want to miss the excitement at the FMA Annual Meeting 2001... see you in Miami!

Lee County Medical Socicty Delegation - David M. Reardon, M.DD,, Chair

Howard Barrow, M.D. Ralph Gregg, M.D. Julio Rodriguez, M.D.
Peter Blitzer, M.D. Bruce . Lipschutz, D.O. Alan D. Siegel, M.D.
Valerie C. Crandall, M.D. Cherric Morris, M.D. Joel T, Van Sickler, M.D.,
James Fuller, MLD. Daniel Robertson, M.D. Steven R. West, M.D.

Contact Them with your ideas and issues. They stand ready to help you with a Resolution to the FMA.

THE QUESTION MAN
OPINIONS - EDITORIALS
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Jobhn W. Snead, M.D.

July’s Question:
“What are the Problems with the

National Practitioner Data Bank?”

*“The National Practitioner Bank
was incorporated into the Health
Care Quality Improvement Act as
an attempt to protect the public
from incompetent or uncthical
medical practitioners. On the
positive side, I believe that because
adverse actions taken by health care

" organizations are reportable to the
data bank it has encouraged physician medical staff lead-
ership to attempt to resolve problem physician issues
through educational or other interventions to rehabili-
tate the practitioner, However, on the whole the data
bank appears not to have achieved its mandate.
Spc‘dﬁca.ﬁ j, it does not appear to be capturing data due
to underreporting. Witll: regard to reporting of mal-
practice payments, underreporting occurs by the use of
the “corporate shield,” therefore omitting the
individual practitioners name or the failure to report at
all by self-insured organizations such as HMOs etcetera.
Furthermore, as a condition of initial appeintment or
reappointment to a medical staff, the physician applicant
is required to acknowledge any malpractice smﬁpmcm
and the medical staff office is obligated to confirm any
such rationale for establishing the data bank was to
prevent itinerant incompetent or uncthical physicians
from moving from state to state. I have no idea whether
in fact the data bank has helped to remedy that problem.
Because anytime gaps of 6 months or longer in an applicants
CV naise questions with the credentials committee,
presumably such physicians would be identified through
regular channels of investigation. Other issues of concern
include the accuracy of the information (i.e. coding
errors of adverse actions), the timeliness and currency
of the information.

In summary, I believe that the general consensus is that
the National Practitioner Data Bank has failed to meet
its mandate.” Bruce Berget, M.D.
Pediatrics

“At the risk of sounding cynical,
three proverbial sayings come to
mind: The road to hell is paved
with good intentions; The Devil is in
the details; don't give them a reason.
Although we would all like to sec
bad apples removed, we all know
this won't do it. By definition all
this “data” is negative and is thus a
negative reflection on our profession. It is also often
inaccurate, incomplete, arbitrary and lacking in proper
input by the physician himself. There is no reliable
guarantee that this data won't be discoverable by any
numbser of parties for any number of reasons or made
public record in the name of public safety and the publics
right to know. Since only bad is emphasized it can be
used to justify more litigation and regulation that
assumes an all guilty until proven innocent, but with the
usual “most doctors are good” preamble to make us fec!
better. Morcover, good jm:tors are impugned, punished
and burdened with more regulation, ete. while the bad
apples are protected by this same legal and regulatory
system that claims we don't police ourselves and makes
lafe miserable for the rest of us. Another saying comes
to mind: Just say no!” David G. Gaar, M.D.

Anesthesiology

September’s Question:
“What is the Effect of
Direct-to-Consumer Advertising
on Physicians and Patients?”

Send your comments to the Medical Society.
The Bufletin deadline is the 15th of cach month...
we want to see you in the print media.

2001-2002 LCMS Alliance

Officers Installed
On May 2, 2001, the officers for 2001-2002 of the
Lee County Medical Society Alliance and Foundation

were installed. They are:
President  Barbara Rodriguez
President-Elect ~ Cheri O'Mailia
Vice President  Monica Schneider
Treasurer  Maria Galang
Corresponding Secrctary  Noreen Kurland
Recording Secretary ~ Amy Markovich
Nominating Committee  Donna Homolka, Victoria
Sweet, Karen Weiss
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TRAVEL LOG Mission to Russia

By James Fuller, M.D.

January 2001, Drs. Mike Steier, Ron Delans, and Jim Fuller were in Russia a couple of weeks. The trip was an
evangelistic trip mediated through medical care. Much of Russia suffers both in the spiritual realm and in the
medical realm. We provided a very real physical ministry; then, the patients were open to discuss their spiritual
needs. That is how Agape Russian Ministry functions, and because of our medical care the Russian government
has been most helpful. On my (Jim) two previous trips to the Yamal Tundra, for instance, the Russian government
even provided us helicopters,

We all rode 24 hours north out of Moscow by train to reach the KOMI region bordering Siberia just below
the Arctic Circle. Qur rather large group filled one train car and spilled over into others. It is of interest that we
rode over the bodies of thousands of workers who died building the railroad under Stalin's forced labor. 1 believe
there were 42 of us that left Moscow, and we were joined by eight more in the North to make a team of 50 members,
From there we divided into separate teams. Mike and Ron went to a gulag, while Jim went to a TB prison, Facilities
were certainly less than spectacular, Mike and Ron ran into more of a problem because about the time we arrived
there Putin issued a directive that American doctors and missionaries had no business being in Russia as we were
potential espionage agents. This created a hardship for Mike and Ron that Jim did not experience; I couldn't say
for sure why — we were all in the prison system run by the militia, However, our purposes were accomplished in each
of these areas and we then moved to community cultural centers where we ministered to the local papulations.

While the people in the communities welcomed us with open arms, again Mike and Ron had problems with
the local authoritics. No small part of the problem was Putin’s directive as well as the local authorities' erroneous
claim that our medical licenses were not valid. Agape’s Moscow medical license for the entire group, which has
been a premier license for all of Russia, was suddenly, and we later found erroneously, declared null and void
because the republics were, as of January 2001, permitted to issue their own licenses. In Russia the institution is
Licensed — not the individual doctor, who is under the auspices of the institution. So, there they were, accused of
practicing medicine without a license (a 10 year prison sentence if found guilty). To make matters worse, their
group leaders and about half the group voted to stay and defy the authorities. Finally, supposing they were breaking
the law they left, although some were ready to go to prison. We were doing prison ministry part of the time; so,
everyone had a first hand view of possible accommodations. It was really inappropriate to defy the authorities; we
appeared to be in the wrong and should have left. The heart-rending problem was that the disappointed people
were still waiting to be scen.

Jim's team worked for several days in one local community and was successful in reaching our goals. He had
no real problems; just cold working conditions as the hot water heat in our cultural center had to be turned off
due to leaks, and he missed the community that so welcomed the other group. He was supposed to move after
the first few days of medical clinic but stayed in the same community because Mike and Ron ended up going to
Jim's second community when they were forced by the militia or KGB to leave. There they had a wonderful
experience and both physical and spiritual healing from their ordeal.

When we got back to the Arctic Center, which was our rallying point, we found that Dr. Bill Becknell, who
was our host and founder of Agape, had been under house arrest (we've been there before) the entire time.
The militia came to the Arctic Center the night of our departure, the best I can tell, to be certain we were on the
train out of the community the next day.

The most common medical problems we encountered were, pretty much in the order I saw: hypertension,
osteochrondosis o -itis (a great Russian term for arthritis and most any joint problem), anxiety, gastritis, rhinitis,
and heart disease. Tuberculosis is common and becoming resistant because they are only treated for six months,
and I remember, with only one drug; however, we did not treat active TB. We have fairly sophisticated portable
laboratory, ultrasound, and electrocardiography equipment. We have our pharmacy with enough drugs to get
them started. When they run out they may buy most drugs over the counter if they have the moncy: They usually
do not; so, when they run out they contact Agape in Moscow. They, in turn, send the next three months or so of
medication to a local pastor who worked with us on the trip. This gives us another chance to witness to the patient!
Smart, huh? By the way, medications seem to last a long time because they only take them when they fecl badly
~ including anti-hypertensives! )

It had been a tiring trip, but we were all satisfied that we had done a service for God and humanity. We all plan
to return at the next opportunity. I am not certain what will come of Putin’s directive, but the licensure problem
is being resolved and another group returned in May and several others are scheduled. Tt seems to me that the
rural Russian people are ready to go back to communism and I am not certain how much longer the door is going
to be open. I do know that the Russian people are in desperate need of help. The Russian economy, the Russian
people and, in particular, the Russian health care system are in a state of devastation. They are in desperate need of
any form of medical care, including doctors, but the greatest physical need is for medical and surgical equipment
and medications. This, despite the front we hear about in the news. They are also in dire need of HOPE!

Anyone want to join us on the next trip?

— T D S R

INTERNET MEDICAL RESOURCES
Men's Health Online

Michael Barnaby — Public Information Officer, Lee County Health Department
y Ly 7

The broad subject of men's health is handled well online, with a rich variety of information readily available,
Following are a few among the many thousands of Internet sites dedicated to this subject.

Men's health (and social) issues are dealt with in-depth at the Men's Health Network,
heep://www.amenshealthnetwork.org. A non-profit, educational organization, MHN was a founding member
of the National Prostate Cancer Coulition. Listed as highest among their goals are:

* to save men's lives by reducing the premature mortality of men and boys;

* to foster health care education and services that implement positive lifestyle decisions for men of all ages, and

their familics.

As such, this site covers a broad spectrum — from information and resourees on cancer (“Both male specific cancers
[resticular, prostate] and other non-gender specific cancers have reached epidemic proportions among men.
One in five men is expected to develop prostate cancer at some point in his life”) to articles, links and lobbying
efforts regarding fathering (“The increasing number of divorces is also taking a toll on fathers. Many fathers arc
unable to interact with their children because of legal and emotional barriers following divorce.”) Of particular
note at this website is the Links Section, containing a vast number of worthwhile connections to all things male
related. It is very worthwhile.

Man-to-Man is the name of the paticnt cancer education and support sitc operated by the American Cancer
Sodiety: Although apparently not updated since 1999, the site contains a wealth of informational materials, including
clear, easy to read data on prostate cancer. Man to Man is at http://www.cancer.org/m2m/m2m.html.

The National Prostate Cancer Coalition based in Washington, DC, numbers among its members The American
Cancer Society, American Foundation for Urologic Disease, American Urologic Association, B'nai B'rith
International, Cancer Rescarch Institute, CaP CURE, Men's Health Network and US TOO! International, as
well as prostate cancer survivors, family members, researchers and health professionals. A notable feature of NPCC
is its linkage to Hopelink (http:/Awww.hopelink.com), a sophisticated clinical trials locator. The National Prostate
Cancer Coalition is at http://www.peacoalition.org.

MenWeb at http://www.vix.com/menmag, is offered as a sophisticated, general purpose men's information-
al site, including but covering far more than men’s physical health. Using 2 magazine format, MenWeb delivers
a diverse array of articles in an attempt to educate and entertain “the whole man.” Recent offerings have includ-
ed: Men and Anger; Men and Grief; Men, Spirit, Soul and Shadow; Men and their Fathers; Bringing Up Boys;
Being a Father; Men's Health; Surviving Childhood Sexual Abuse; Feminism: Too Far?; Men and Abortion;
Men, Women and Relationships; Battered Husbands; Family Court: Fair?; Men, Love and Betrayal; Gang Youth,
Art & Soul; Testicular Cancer; and Circumcision.

New Member Applicants

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Active members are requested to express to the Committee on Ethical and Judicial Affairs or Board of Governors
any information or opinions they may have concerning the eligibility of the applicants.

JOHN BISHOP, M.D. - PREVENTIVE MEDICINE/ HYPERBARIC AND UNDERSEA MEDICINE
Medical School: University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH (1966-70)
Internship: Cincinnati General Hospital, Cincinnati, OH (1970-71)
Residency: U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine, Brooks AFB, TX (1974-75)
U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine, Brooks AFB, TX (1990-91)
Post-Graduate: University of California at Berkley, Berkley, CA (1973-74)
Board Certification: American Board of Preventive Medicine in Aerospace Medicine and
’ Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine.
Dr. Bishop is in practice at Southwest Florida Regional Medical Center at
COTS, 3945 Fowler Street, Fort Myers.

TONG C. DUONG, M.D. - PLASTIC SURGERY/HAND SURGERY

Medical School: University of Arkansas, Little Rock, AR (1978-83)

Internship: University Hospital, Jacksonville, FL (1983-84)

Residency: University Hospital, Jacksenville, FL (1984-88)

Fellowship: Tulane Medical School, New Orleans, LA (1988-90)

Board Certification: American Board of Plastic Surgery in Phastic Surgery and Hand Surgery.
Dr. Duong is in solo practice at 643 East Cape Coral Parkway, Ste B, Cape Coral,

€
|

McCourt Scholarship Fund
DIABETES CAMP - A NEW LEASE ON LIFE FOR OUR YOUTH

This year the McCourt Scholarship Fund of the Lee County Medical Society will finandially support three
youths to Florida's Diabetes Camp. Children are recommended for camp by their physicians.

November 4, 1982, Jerome P. McCourt, M. D., his wife, Donna and their four children were returning from
a visit to Orlando when their plane erashed near Arcadia, FI. Dr. McCourt was the first endocrinologist in Lee
County. A scholarship was set-up in his family’s name by the Lee County Medical Socicty members to send
children and youth with diabetes to camp to learn how to live a normal life with this discase.

The Camp helps these young people to adjust to the disease providing for a fun camping experience in a
medically supervised environment. They learn diabetes management and receive important psychological
support from professionals and especially from their peers. They come away knowing they can accomplish any
goal to which they set their minds; that there are many others with the same disease, and they establish a large
support system.

Since 1982, the camp has increased from three sessions to five sessions with over 700 youngsters attending.
They also have year-round weekend programs for the youth and their families. The camps are staffed with over
two hundred volunteers — college students, medical personnel, teachers and professionals. They work together
to ensure a successful program that allows eligible youngsters to attend without regard to the family's ability to
pay (average cost is §450). Sponsorships come from civic-minded individuals, organizations and businesses.

The McCourt Scholarship Fund, in honor of the McCourt Family, is pleased to be a part of this life changing
experience for our youth.

Since 1982, physicians in the Lee County Medical Society have donated § 27,732 to the scholarship fund.
Using the interest and extra donations, the Scholarship fund has sent 60 youths to the Florida's Diabetes Camp
for Children and Youth totaling $18,960.00.

Our sincere appreciation goes to the following members who donated to our children for 2001:

Gary Allen, M.D.

Daniel Axelrod, M.D.
Jack Beaulieu, M.D.
Michael Berg, M.D.
Guillermo Bohm, M.D.
Randall Buss, M.D.

John Butler, M.DD.
Deogracias Caangay, M.D.
Thomas Carrasquillo, M.D.
Jack Carver, M.D.

Gene Cox, M.D.

James Croley, M.D.
Patrick Cullen, M.D.
Manuel Del Sol, M.D.
Edward Dupay, M.D.
John Dusseau, M.D.
Mohamed Faisal, M,D,
John Fenning, M.D.,
Lawrence Gardner, M.,
Jacob Glock, M.D.
R.'Thad Goodwin, M.D.

Douglas Henricks, M.D.
Larry Hobbs, M.D.
Brian Hummel, M.D.
Carol Huser, M.D.
Wayne Isaacson, M.D.
Zenaida Javier, M.D.
John Kagan, M.D.
Ronica Kluge, M.D.
Randolph Knific, M.ID.
Steven Levine, M.D.
William Liu, M.D.

Michael Lutarewych, M.D.

George Markovich, M.D.
Sergio Mather, MLD.
Joseph Mazza, M.D.
Joseph McAlpine, M.D.
Donald MeAlpine, M.D.
Jorge Mestas, M.D.
Michael Metke, M.D.
Thomas Morell, M.D.
Charles Northup. M.D.

Robert Pascotto, M.D.
Steven Priest, M.D.
Michael Raymond, M.D.
Jasper Rizzo, M.D.
Daniel Robertson, M.D.
Julio Rodriguez, M.D.
Thomas Schaar, M.ID.
Peter Sidell, M.D.
Dennis Stapleton, M.ID.
Shahid Sultan, M.D.
Benjamin Tipton, M.D.
Glenn Tovar Dias, M.D.
Bert Van Beever, MLD.
Joel Van Sickler, M.D.
Linda Veraja, M.D.
Joseph Walker, M.D.
Richard Weiss, ML.D.
Glenn Wing, M.D.
Marilyn Young, M.D.
Stephen Zellner, MLD,

Fingerprinting Update

The Florida Medical Association has been in contact with the Department of Health to clarify the Fingerprint
issuc. Physicians were initially told that they must submit a third set of fingerprints because the first two sets were
unreadable. In 2 memo issued by the Department of Health, the DOH has explained that they will accept a
written notice from local law enforcement stating that prints previously submitted were the “best available set.”
The Department will fax to those practitioners a copy of their previously rejected cards to help facilitate the process.
In the event a practitioner is unable to obtain a “best available set” statement, a third set of fingerprints will be
required. The Department encourages practitioners to request this statement upon having their fingerprints taken
a third time. The May 14, 2001 deadline has been extended but practitioners do need to act as soon as possible.
To contact the Department of Health, please call (850) 410-3359, Ext. 6. If you have any questions or need
further explanation, please contact Michelle Jacquis at 800-762-0233 or via email at MJacquis@medone.org.
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Ra Golf ‘«,—_A Legal/Medical Golf Tournament

~In a primitive society, when native tribes beat the ground with clubs and yelled, it was called witcheraft; today,  Saturday, June 9th at Lexington Country Club the lawyers and doctors gathered for a morning of fun and
in civilized society, it is called golfl fellowship. Although the lawyers won 22-14, the doctors did the very best we could as we were handicapped by only

- Golf is an expensive way of playing marbles. having 11 teams to the lawyers' 18 teams. Raffle prizes were given for many golf rounds at different clubs. Several

- Golfis a game in which the slowest people in the world ase those in front of you, and the fastest are those behind.  weekend getaways, as well as beautiful jewelry were auctioned. A great time was had by all

- Golf: A five-mile walk punctuated with disappointments. $5000 was given to Partners in Breast Cancer Care, Thank you to Sandi Brim along with the volunteers from

- The secret of good golf is to hit the ball hard, straight and not too often. Partners for Breast Cancer Care for the great job of securing raffle prizes; Kathy Wittman and Dinah Leach of the
~There’s no game like golf: you go out with three friends, play eighteen holes, and return with threc enemics. Lee County Bar Association who handled all the details; and Ken Jones, Esquire and Bruce J. Lipschutz, D.O. for
- Golf was once a rich man’s sport, but now, it has millions of poor players. this great event.

- An amateur golfer is one who addresses the ball twice: once before swinging, and once after swinging. Next year, Bruce Lipschutz with his helpers, Tom Carrasquillo, Scott Harris and Bill Evans promise a challenge
- Many a golfer prefers a golf cart to a caddy because the cart cannot count, criticize nor laugh. to beat all challenges,

Howard Barrow, M.D., Kevin Fleishman, M.D. Partners for Breast Cancer Care: Ken Jones, Esq., Ken Jones Celebrates
Sandi Brimm, Bruce Lipschutz, D.O.

MediSoft - Trust the name thg is known. 2 1,100 to 7,500 Sq. Ft.

Companles, Ine.

Medical — Office — Retalil

Trust MediSoft Patient Accounting zy
Tens of thousand of practices have chosen e
Medisoft Patient Accounting as the foundation of
their office management system, There are dozens
of features to organize your finances and help your -
office operate more effectively. >y o

Trust US with MediSoft! rige
Your local Medisoft Five Star Dealer:
We've made it our business to help you with e e i

Parker Plaza

- : Computerized Business Systems Ko Wokiar 1/4 mile to Healthpark
MediSoft. We don't stop at sell th The Weiner Companies, lnc.
per iy i s 888-691-8058 or 941.743-6665 Usercd oo Evtn & orga Bokas A
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